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I DEDICATE to you a Collection of Letters, 
written by one of yourselves, for the common* 
benefit of us all. They would never have grown 
to this size, without your continued encourage- 
ment and applause. To me they originally owe 
nothing but a healthy sanguine constitution. 
Under i^our care they have thriven. To you they 
are indebted for whatever strength or beauty 
they possess. When Kings and Ministers are 
forgotten, when the force and direction of per- 
sonal satire is no longer understood, and when 
measures are only felt in their remotest conse- 
quences, this book will, I believe, be found to 
contain principles worthy to be transmitted to 
posterity. When you leave the unimpaired he- 
reditary freehold to your children, you do but 
half your duty. Both liberty and property are 
precarious, unless the possessors have sense and 
spirit enough to defend them. This is not the; 
language of vanity. If I am a vain man, my 
gratification lies within a narrow circle. I arn 
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the sole depository of my own secret, and it 
shall perish with me. 

If an honest, and, I may truly affirm, a la- 
borious zeal for the public service, has given mc 
any weight in your esteem, let me exhort and 
conjure you, never to suffer an invasion of your 
political constitution^ however minute the in- 
stance may appear, to pass by, without a deter- 
mined, persevering resistance. One precedent 
creates another. They soon accumulate, and 
constitute law. What yesterday was fact, to-day 
is doctrine. Examples are supposed to justify 
the most dangerous measures ; and, where they 
do not suit exactly, the defect is supplied by 
analogy. Be assured, that the laws which pro- 
tect us in our civil rights, grow out of the con« 
stitution, and they must fall or flourish with it. 
This is not the cause of faction, or of party, or 
of any individual, but the common interest of 
every man iti Britain. Although the King should 
continue to support his present system of go- 
vernment, the period is not very distant, at 
which you will have the means of redress in 
your own power. It may be nearer, perhaps, 
than any of us expect; and I would warn you to 
be prepared for it. The King may possibly be 
advised to dissolve the present Parliament a year 
or two before it expires of course, and precipitate 
a new election, in hopes of tiding the na^tion by 



DEDICATION. - »ii 

surprise. If such a measure be in agitation, this- 
very caution may defeat or prevent it. 

I cannot doubt that you will unanimously as^ 
sort the freedom of election, and vindicate your 
e&clusive right to choose your representatives. 
But other questions have been started^ on which 
your determination should be equsdly clear and 
unanimous. Let it be impressed upon your 
minds, let it be instilled into your children, that 
the liberty of the press is the palladium of all th« 
civil, iKilitical, and religious rights of an £ng« 
lishman : and that the right of juries to return a 
general verdict, in all cases wiiatsoever, is an 
essential part of our constitution, not to be con- 
trolled or limited by the judges, nor, in any 
shape, questionable by the Legislature. The 
power pf King^ Lords, and Commops, is not an 
arbitrary power*. Tliey are the trustees, not 



• ThU posiUve denial of an arbitrary power being vested 
in the legisl&tore, is not, in fact> a new doctrine. When 
the Earl of Lindsey, in the year 1675, brought a biji into 
the House of Lords, To prevent the dangers which might 
arise from penont disaffected to government, by which an 
oath and penalty was to be imposed upon the members of 
both Hpaaes, it was affirmed in a protest, signed by twenty, 
three lay Peers, (my Lords the Bishops were not accustomed 
to protest,) ** That the privilege of sitUng and voting in 
'* Parliament, was an honour they had by birth, and a right 
" so inherent in them, and inseparable from them, that 
** nothing could take it avoay, but what by the law of the 
" land mhst withal take away their lives, and oorrnpt their 
** blood." Tbe^e noble Peers (whose names are a reproach 
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the owners, of the estate. The fee-simple is in 
vs. They cannot alienate, they cannot waste. 
When we, say that the Legislature is supreme^ we 
mean, that it is the highest power known to the 
constitution; that it is the highest in comparison 
with the other suhordinate powers established 
by the laws. In this sense, the word supreim 
is relative, not absolute. The power of the Le». 
gislature is limited, not only by the general rules 
of natural justice, and the welfare of the com- 
munity, but by the forms and principles of our 
particular constitution. If this doctrine be not 
true, we must admit, that King, Lords, and 
Commons, have no rule ta direct their resolu- 
tions, but merely their own will and pleasure. — 
They might unite the legislative and executive 
power in the same hands, and dissolve the con- 
stitution by an act of parliament But, I am 
persuaded you will not leave it to the choice of 
seven hundred persons, notoriously corrupted by 
the Crown, whether seven millions of their equals 
shall be freemen or slaves : The certainty of for- 
feiting their own rights, when they sacrifice those 
of the nation, is no check to a brutal, degenerate 
mind. — Without insisting upon the extravagant 
concession made to Harry the Eighth, there are 
instances, in the history of other countries, of a 

to their posterity) have, io this instance* solemnly denied 
the power of Parliament to alter the constitution. Under 
a particular proposition, they have asserted a general truth, 
ip which every man in England is concerned. 
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formal) deliberate surrender of. the public liberty 
into the hands of the Sovereign. If England 
does not share the same fate, it is because we 
have better resources than in the virtue of either 
House of Parliament. 

I said, that the liberty of the press is the pal- 
ladium of all your rights, and that the right of 
the juries to return a general verdict is part of 
your constitution. To preserve the whole system, 
you must correct your Legislature. With regard- 
to any influence of the constituent over the con* 
duct of the representative, there is little differ- 
ence between a seat in Parliament for seven 
years, and a seat for life. The prospect of your 
resentment is too remote ; and although the last 
session of a septennial Parliament be usually 
employed in courting the favour of the people, 
consider that, at this rate, your representatives 
have six years for offence, and but one for atone- 
ment. A death-bed repentance seldom reaches 
to restitution. If you reflect, that, in the changes 
of administration, which have marked and dis- 
graced the present reign, although your warmest 
patriots have, in their turn, be^n invested with 
the lawful and unlawfiil authority of the Crown ; 
and though other reliefs or improvements have 
been held forth to the people, yet, that no one 
man in oflice has ever promoted or encouraged a 
bill for shortening the duration of Parliament; 
but that (whoevisr was Minister) the opposition 
a2 
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to this measure, ever since the se|>tetwial act 
passed, has been constant and uniform un the 
part of Government. You cannot butconoluttey 
without the possibility of a doubt, that long 
Parliaments are the foundation of the undue 
influence of the Crown. This influence answers 
every purpose of arbitrary power to the Crown, 
with an expence and oppression to the people, 
which would be unnecessary in an arbitrary go^ 
vernment. The best of our Ministers find it the 
easiest and most compendious mode of conduct- 
ing the King's aiiairs ; and all Ministers have a 
general interest in adhering to a system, which, 
of itself, is sufficient to support them in office, 
without any assistance from personal virtue, po* 
pularity, labour, abilities, or experience. It pro- 
mises every gratification to avarice aiid ambition, 
and secures impunity. These are truths unques- 
tionable. If they make no impression, it is be- 
cause they are too vulgar and notorious. But 
the inattention or indifference of the nation has 
continued too long. You are roused at last to a 
sense of your danger. The remedy will soon be 
in your power. If Junius lives, you shall often 
be reminded of it. If, when the opportunity 
presents itself, you neglect to do your duty to 
yourselves and to ]iosterity, to God, and to your 
country, I shall have one consolation left, in 
common with the meanest and basest of man- 
kind ;-— Civil liberty may still last the life of 

JUNIUS. 



PREFACE. 



± HE encouragement given to a multitude of gpn- 
rioas, mangled publications of the Letters of Junius, 
persuades me, that a complete edition, corrected and 
improved by the author, will be favourably received. 
The printer will readily acquit me of any view to my 
own profit. I undertake this troublesome task merely 
to serve a man who has deserved well of me, and of 
the public 3 and who, on my account, has been ex- 
posed to an expensive, tyrannical prosecution. For 
these reasons, I give to Mr. Henry Sampion Wooifall, 
and' to him alone, my right, interest, and property, 
in these letters, as fully and completely, to all* in- 
tents and purposes, as i(n author can possibly convey 
his property in his owq woika to another. 

This edition contains all the letters of Junius, Plnh 
Jamus, and of Sir William Draper and Mr* Home to 
Jinutts, With their respective dates, and acoerding to 
the order in which they appeared in the Public Ad- 
vertiser. The auxiliary part of FhUo Junius was in* 
dispeosibly necessary to defend or explain particular 
passages m Junius, in answer to plausible objections j 
but the subordinate character is never guilty of the 
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indecorum of praising his principal. The fraud was 
innocent, and I always intended to explain it. The 
notes will be found not only useful but necessary. 
References to facts not generally known, or allusions 
to the current report or opinion of the day, are, in a 
little time, unintelligible. Yet the reader will not 
find himself overloaded with explanations. I was not 
bom to be a commentator, even upon my own works. 

It remains to say a few words upon the liberty of 
the press. The daring spirit by which these letters 
are supposed to be distinguished, seems to require 
that something serious should be said in their defence. 
1 am no lawyer by profession, nor do I pretend to be 
more deeply read thai^ every English gentleman 
should be, in the laws of his country. If, therefore, 
the priixciples I maintain are truly constitutional, I 
shall not think myself answered, though I should be 
convicted of a mistake in terms, or of misappljring 
the language of the law. I speak to the plain under- 
standing of the people, and appeal to their honest, 
liberal construction of sofix 

Good men, to whom alotoe I address myself, ap-* 
pear to me to consult their piety as little as their 
judgment and experience, when they admit the great 
and essential advantages accruing to society from the 
freedom of the press, yet indulge themselves in 
peevish or passionate exclamationsi s^ainst the abuses 
of it. Betraying an unreasonable expectation of he- 
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nefito, pure and entire from any human institution* 
they, in effect, arraign the goodness of Providence^ 
and confess that they are dissatisfied with the com* 
mon lot of humanity. In the present instance, they 
really create to their own minds, or greatly exaggerate 
the evil they complain of. The laws of England pro- 
vide as effectually as any human laws can do for the 
protection of the subject, in his reputation, as well 
as in his person and property. If the characters of 
private men are insulted or injured, a double remedy 
is open to them by action and indictment. If, through 
iDdolence, false shame, or indifference, they will not 
appeal to the lavs of their country, they fail in their 
duty to society, and are unjust to themselves. If, 
from an unwarrantable distrust of the integrity of ju- 
ties, they would wish to obtain justice by any mod^ 
of proceeding more summary than a trial by their 
peers, I do not scruple tu affirm, that they are, in 
fffect, greater enemies to themselves than to the li- 
beller they prosecute.. 

With regard to strictures upon the characters of 
men in office, and the measures of government, the 
case IS a little different. A considerable latitude 
must be allowed in the discussion of public affairs, 
or the liberty of the press will be of no. benefit to 
society. As the indulgence of private malice and 
personal slander should be checked and resisted by 
every legal means, so a constant examination into 
the characters and coi^doct of Ministers and Maf^l* 
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stratat, should be equally promoted and enoovraged. 
They who ooDceive that our newspapers are no re* 
straint upon bad men, or impediment to the exe* 
cution of bad measures, know nothing of this country; 
In that state of abandoned servility and prostftution, 
to which the undue influence of the Crown has re* 
duced the other branches of the legislature, oUf Mi- 
nisters and Magistrates have, in reality, little pu- 
nishment to fear, and few difEculties to contend with^ 
beyond the censure of the press, and the spirit of re- 
sistance which it excites among the people. While 
this censorial power is maintained, to speak in tiie 
words of a roost ingenious foreigner, both Minister 
and Magistrate are compelled, in- almost every in« 
stanee, to choose between his duty and his reputation. A 
dilemma of this kind perpetually before him, will not^ 
indeed, work miracles on his heart, but it will as*- 
surediy operate, in some degree, upon his conduct/ 
At all events, these are not times to admit of any re« 
laxation in the little discipline we have left. 

But it is alledged, that the licentiousness of the 
press is carried beyond all bounds of decency and 
truth;, that oup> excellent Ministers are continuallsi 
exposed to the public hatred or derision; that io 
prosecutions for libels on government, juries are 
partial to the popular nde; and that, in the most 
flagrant cases, a verdict cannot he obtained for the 
King. If the premises were admitted, I should deny 
the conclusion, it is not true Uiat tlie temper of the 
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tines has in general an undue influence n^ver the 
conduct of juries. On the contrary, many signal 
instanoeK may be produced of verdicts returned for 
the King, when tiie inclinations of the people led 
strongly to an undistinguished opposition to govern- 
ment. Witness the cases of Mr, Wilkes and Mr. AU 
num. In the late prosecutions of the printers of my 
address to a great ^er«onage, the juries were never 
&irly dealt with. Lord Chief Justice Mansfield, con- 
scious that the paper in question contained no trea- 
sonable or libellous matter, and that the severest 
parts of it, however painful to the King, or offensive 
to his servants, were strictly true, would fain have 
restricted the jury to the finding of special faots^ 
which, as to gumy- or not guilty, were merely indif- 
ferent. This particular motive, oombined with bis 
general purpose to contract the power of juries, wilt 
account for the charge he delivered in Woodfiill*s 
trial. He told the jury, in so many words, that they 
had nothing to deterraine> except the fact of priTUing 
and publhkingy and whether or no the bktinks or inueni- 
does^ were properly filled up in the information ; but 
that, whether the defendant bad committed a crime 
or not, was no mat^r of consideration to twelve men, 
who yet, upon their oaths, were to pronounce their 
peer guiHy or not guilty: When we hear such nonsense 
delivered from the bench, and find it supported by a 
laboured train of sophistry ,^ which a plain under-; 
standing is unable ta follow, and which, an unlearned 
jury, hsyirever it may shock their reason, cannot be 
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supposed qualified to refute, can it be wondered that 
they should return a verdict, perplexed, absurd, or 
imperfect ? Lord Mansfield has not yet explained to 
the world, why be accepted of a verdict which the 
court afterwards set aside as illegal ; and which, as 
it took no notice of the inuendoes, did not even cor- 
respond with his owQ charge. If he had known his 
duty, he should have sent the jury back. I speak 
advisedly, and am well assured, that no lawyer of 
chari^cter, in Westminster Hall, will contradict me. 
To show the falsehood of Lord Mansfield's doctrine, 
it is not necessary to enter into the merits of the 
paper which prodqced the trial. If every line of it 
were treason, his charge to the jury would still be 
false, absurd, illegal, and unconstitutional. If | 
stated the merits of my Letter to the King, I should 
imitate Lord Mansfield, and * travel out qf the record. 

• The following qnotation from a speech delivered by 
Lord Chathamt on the 11th of December, 1770, U. takea 
witli exactness. The reader will find i( corions m itselfj^ 
^nd very fit to be inserted here. " My Lords, the verdict 
" givdn in Wood fall's trial was, * guilty of printing and 
** publiihing omly C upon which two motions were made in 
V conrt : one, in arrest of jadgment, by the defendant's 
•' counsel, grounded upon the ambiguity of the verdict ; 
** the other, by the counsel for the Crown, for a rule upon 
" the defendant, to show caose why the verdict should not 
** be entered up according to the Itgal import of the words^ 
" On both motions a rule was granted; and soon after the 
<' matter was argued before the Court of King's Bench. 
K TllS oo^e Judge, wtaeu he delivered tbe o|»inion of th^ 
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lf%«n law and reason speak plainly, we do not want 
authority to direct our understandings. Yet, for the 
honour of the profession, I am content to oppose one 
lawyer to another, especially when it happens that 
the King's Attorney-General has'Tirtually disclaimed 
the doctrine by which the Chief Justice meant to in- 
sure success to the prosecution. The opiuion of the 
plaintiff's counsel (however it may be otherwise in- 
significant) is weighty in the scale of the defendant. 



" court upon the verdict, went regularly through the whole 
" of the proceedings at Nisi Prius, as well the evidence 
*' that had been given, as his own charge to the jury. 
" This proceeding would have been very proper, had a 
" motion been made on either side for a new trial ; because 
** either a verdict given contrary to evidence, or an im- 
" proper charge by the judge at Nisi Prius, is held to be a 
*' sufficient ground for granting a new trial. But when a 
'* motion is made in arrest of judgment, or for establishing 
" the^ verdict, by entering it up according to the legal im- 
" port of the words, it mast be on the ground of something 
*' appearing ott, the face of the record; and the court, in 
'* considering whether the verdict shall be establii>hed ov 
" not, are so confiined to the record, that they cannot take 
" notice of any thing that does not appear on the fbce of 
" it ; io the legal phrase, they carmot travel out qf the re-> 
" cord. The noble Jadge did travel out of the record : and 
" I aflrm, that his discourse was irregular, ejctraJufUcial^, 
" and unprec^derU^, His apparent motive for doing what 
" he knew to be wrong, was that he might have an oppor- 
" tuuity of telling the public extre^udicially, that the other 
" three Judges concnrred in the doctrine laid down in hjfi 
'* i;ba(g«t'^ 
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My Lord Chief Justice de Grey, who filed the in- 
formation ex qfficio, is directly . with me. If he had 
concurred in Lord Mansfield's doctrine, the trial most 
have been a very short one* The facts wene either 
admitted by WoodfaU's counsel, or easily proved to 
the satisfaction of the jury. But Mr. de Grey, far 
fsom thinking he should acquit himself of his duty, 
by: barely proving the facts, entered largely, and, I 
coi^ess, not without ability, into the demerits of the 
paper, which he called a seditious Ubel* He dwelt but 
lightly upon those points, which (according to Lord 
Mansfield) were the only mutter of consideration to ^ 
the jury. Tbe criminal intent, the libellous matter^ 
the pernicious tendency of the paper itself, were the 
topics on which he principally insisted, and of which, 
for more than an hpur, he tortured his faculties to 
convince the jury. If he agreed in opinion with 
Lord Mansfield, his discourse was impertinent, ridi- 
culous, and unreasonable. But, uuderstanding the 
law as I do, what he said was at least consistent, andt 
to the purpose. 

If any honest man should still be inclined to leave 
the construction of libels to the court, I would entreat 
him to consider what a dreadful complication of hard* 
ships he imposes upon his fellow-subjects. In the 
first place, the prosecution commences by ijiforntqtion 
of an officer of the Crown, not by the regular con-» 
stituUonal mode of indiciment before a grand jury. 
As the fact is usually admitted, or, in genera), can 
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easily be proved, tbe office of the petty jury, is nu- 
fotory. The court then judges of the nature and exo 
tent of the offence, and determines, ad arbitrium, the 
quantum of the punishment, from a smaH fine to a 
heavy one, to repeated whipping, to pillory, and un- 
limited imprisonment. — Cutting off ears and noses 
might stiU be inflicted by a resolute judge : but I will- 
be candid enough to suppose, that penalties, so ap« 
parently shocking to humanity, would not be ha- 
zarded in these times. In all other criminal prose- 
cutions, the jury decides upon tbe fact and tbe crime 
in one word, and the court pronounces a certain 
sentence, which is the sentence of the law> not of the 
judge. If Lord Mansfield's doctrine be received, the 
jury must either find a verdict of acquittal, contrary 
to evidence, which, I can conceive, might be done 
by very conscientious men, rather than trust a fellow- 
creature to Lord Mansfield's mercy, or they must 
leave to the court two offices, never but in this in* 
stance united, of finding guilty, and awarding pu- 
nishment, 

'' But," says this honest Lord Chief Justice, « If 
" the paper be not criminal, tbe defendant (though 
" found guilty by his peers) is in no danger, for he 
** may move the court in arrest of judgment." True, 
my good Lord 5 but who is to determine upon the 
motion? Is not the court still to decide, whether 
judgment shall be entered up or not } and is not the 
defendant- this way as effectually deprived of judg*. 
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ment by his peers, as if he were tried in a odurt of 
civil law, or in the chambers of the Inquisition ? It 
is you, my Lord, who then try the crime, not the 
jury. As to the probable effect of the motion in ar- 
rest of judgment, I shall only observe, that no rea- 
sonable man would be so eager to possess himself of 
the invidious power of inflicting punishment, if he 
were not pre-determined to make use of it. 

Again, we are told that judge and jury have a 
distinct office; that the jury is to find the fact, and 
the judge to deliver the law. De jure respondent jU" 
dices, de facto jurati The dictum is true, though not 
in the sense given to it by Lord Mansfield. The jury 
are undoubtedly to determine the fact; that is, whe- 
ther the defendant did, or did not, commit the crime 
charged against him. The judge pronounces the sen- 
tence annexed by law to that fact so found ; and if, 
in the course of the trial, any question of law arises, 
both the counsel and the jury must, of necessity, 
appeal to the judge, and leave it to his decision. An 
exception, ot plea in bar, may be allowed by the court; 
but, when issue is joined, and the jury have received 
their charge, it is not possible in the nature of things, 
for them to separate the law from the fact, unless 
they think proper to return a special verdict. 

It has also been alledged, that, although a common 
jury are sufficient to determine a plain matter of fact> 
thf y are not qualified to comprehend the meaning, or 



PREFACE. xxi 

to judge of the tendency of a seditious libel. In an- 
swer to this objection (which, if well founded, would 
prove nothing as to the strict right of returning a ge- 
neral verdict) I might safely deny the truth of the 
assertion. Englishmen of that rank from which juries 
are usually taken, are not so illiterate as (to serve a 
particular purpose) they are now represented. Or, 
admitting the fact, let a special jury be summoned 
in all cases of difficulty and importance, and the ob- 
jection is removed. But the truth is, that, if a paper, 
supposed to be a libel upon government, be so ob- 
scurely worded, that twelve common men cannot 
possibly see the seditious meaning and tendency of it, 
it is in effect no libel. It cannot inflame the minds 
of the people, nor alienate their affections from go- 
vernment; for they no more understand what it 
means, than if it were published in a language un- 
known to them. 

Vpon the whole matter, it appears, to my under- 
standing, clear, beyond a doubt, that if, in any fu- 
ture prosecution for a seditious libel, the jury should 
bring in a verdict of acquittal, not warranted by the 
evidence, it will be owing to the false and absurd 
doctrines laid down by Lord Mansfield. Disgusted 
-at the odious artifices made use of hy the Judge to 
mislead and perplex them, guarded -against his so- 
phistry, and convinced of the falsehood of his as- 
sertions, they may, perhaps, determine to thwart 
his detestable purpose, and defeat him at any rate. 



To ^'m, at least, they will do tttiatanOal juHki* 
Whereas, if the whole charge laid in the iiifi>rm«tioii 
.be fairly and honestly sabmitted to the jury, there ig 
•no reason whatsoever to presume that twelve men^ 
^pon their oaths, will not decide impartially between 
ihe King and the defendant. The numerous in- 
stances, in our ^state trials, of verdicts recovered ibr 
the King, sufficiently refute the false and 8oandalou« 
•imputations thrown- out by the abettors of Lord Mans* 
£eld, upon the integrity of juries. But, even ad^ 
•mitting the supposition, that, in times of universal 
discontent, arising from the notorious mal-admiBi- 
Juration of :public affairs, a seditious writer should 
escape punishment, it maices .nothing against my ge- 
4»eral firgument. If juries are fellible, to what other 
.tribunal shall we appeal ? If juries cannot «alely be 
•trusted, shall we unite the offices of judge -and jovy, 
so wisely divided by the constitution, and trust im- 
plicitly to JiOrd Mansfield? Are the Judges of the 
^onrt of King's Bench more likely to be unbiassed 
and impartial than -twelve yeomen, burgesses, or 
igentlemen, taken indifferently &om the county at 
large ? Or, in short, shall there be no decision, until 
"we have instituted a tribunal from which no possible 
•abuse or inconvenience whatsoever can arise ? if I 
4mi not grossly mistaken, these questions carry a de- 
«isive answer along with them. 

Having cleared the freedom <of the press from a 
Mftraint eqcuAly unnecessary and fllegal, I retnm 
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to the niBe Which hss been made of it in the present 
publication. 

'National reflections, I confess, are not justified 
in theory, nor upon any general prineiples. To know 
bow wtM they are deserved, and how justly they have 
been applied, we must have the evidence of faets 
'before us. We must be conversant with the Scots 
in private life, and observe their principles of acting 
■to us, and to each other ; the characteristi<? prudenee, 
the selfish nationality, the indefatigable smile, the 
persevering assiduity, the everlasting profession of a 
^ist^reet and moderate resentment. If the instance 
were not too important for an expefriment, it might 
not be amiss to confide a little in their integrity* 
'Without any abstract reasoning upon causes and ef- 
fects, we shall soon be convinced, by experience, 
that the Scots transplanted from their own country, 
are always a distinct and separate body from the 
people who receive them. In other settlements, they 
only love themselves : in England, they cordiadly lore 
themselves, and as cordially hate their neighbotirs. 
-For Hie remainder of their good qualities I must ap- 
petX to the reader's observation, unless he will accept 
of ^my Lord Barringttm's authority in a letter to th6 
\B.te Lard Mekombe, published by Mr, Lee: he ex- 
presses himself with a truth and accuracy not very 
common in his Lordship^s lucubrations. ** And 
" Cockburn, like most of hit countrymen, is as abject 
^ to those ^above him, as he is 4iifioleiit4o those be- 
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** low him.*' I am far from meaning to impeacli the 
articles of the union. If the true spirit of those ar- 
ticles were religiously adhered to, we should not see 
such a multitude of Scotch commoners in the lower- 
house, as representatives of English boroughs, while 
not a single Scotch borough is ever represented by 
an Englishman. We should not see English peerages 
given to Scotch ladies, or to the elder sons of Scotch 
peers, and the number of sixteen doubled and trebled 
by a scandalous evasion of the act of union. If it 
should ever be thought adviseable to dissolve an adt, 
the violation or observance of which is invariably di- 
rected by the advantage and interest of the Scots, 
I shall say very sincerely with Sir Edward Coke*, 
'* When poor England stood alone, and had not the 
'* access of another kingdom, and yet had more and 
« as potent enemies as it now hath, yet the King of 
" England prevailed." 

Some opinion may now be expected from me, upon 
a point of equal delicacy to the writer, and hazard 
to the .printer. When the charactier of the Chief 
Magistrate is in question, more must be understood 
than may be safely expressed.. If it be really a part 
of our constitution, and not a mere dictum of the law, 
that the king can do no- wrong, it is not the only in- 
stance, in the wisest of human institutions, where 
theory is at variance with practice. That the Sove- 

• Parliamentary History, vol. vii. p. 460. 
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reign of this country is not amenable to any form of 
trial known to the laws, is unquestionable. But ex- 
emption from punishment is a singular privilege an- 
nexed to the royal character, and no way excludes 
the possibility of deserving it. How long, and to 
what extent, a King of England may be protected 
by the forms, when he violates the spirit, of the con- 
stitution, deserves to be considered. A mistake in 
this matter proved fatal to Charles and his son. For 
my own part, far from thinking that the King can do 
no wrong, far from suffering myself to be deterred 
or imposed upon by the language of forms, in oppo^ 
sition to the substantial evidence of truth, if it were 
my misfortune to live under the inauspicious reign of 
a Prince, whose whole life was employed in one base, 
contemptible struggle with the free spirit of his peo- 
ple, or in the detestable endeavour to corrupt their 
moral principles, I would not scruple to declare to 
him, " Sir, you alone are the author of the greatest 
" wrong to your subjects and to yourself. Instead of 
•* reigning in the hearts of your people, instead of 
" commanding their lives and fortunes through the 
" medium of their affections, has not the strength of 
" the crown, whether influence or prerogative, been 
" uniformly exerted, for eleven years together, to 
** support a narrow pitiful system of government, 
" which defeats itself, and answers no one purpose of 
" real power, profit or personal satisfaction to you ? 
** With the greatest unappropriated revenue of any 
« prince in Europe, have we not seen you reduced to 

VOL, I, A * 
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*< such vile and sordid distresses, as would have con- 
** ducted any other man to a prison ? With a great 
« military, and the greatest naval power in the known 
" world, have not foreign nations repeatedly insulted 
** you with impunity? Is it not notorious, that the 
" vast revenues, extorted from the labour and in- 
'* dustry of your subjects, and given you to do ho- 
*' nour to yourself and to the nation, are dissipated 
** in corrupting their representatiV'es ? Axe you a 
" Prince Of the house of Hanover, and do you ex- 
*' elude all the leading. Whig families from your 
" councils ? Do you profess to goverp according to 
"v]aw, and is it consistent with that profession, to 
** impart your confidence and affection to those men 
" only, who, though now perhaps, detached from the 
** desperate; cause of the Pretender, are marked in 
« this country by. an hereditary attachment to high 
'* and arhitcary principles of government ? Are you 
*' so infatuated as to take the sense of your people 
« from the representation of ministers^, or from the 
" shouts of a mob, notoriously hired to surround 
"your coach, or stationed at a theatre? And if you 
<< are in reality, that public man, that King, that 
*' Magistrate, which these questions suppose you to 
'* be, is it any answer to your people, to say. That, 
".among your domestics, you are good-humoured; 
• " that to one lady, you are faithful $ that to your 
" children, you are indulgent? Sir, the man who 
« addresses you in these terms, is your best friend. 
** He would willingly hazard his life in defence of 
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" your title to the crown ^ and, if power be your ob- 
« ject, will still show you how possible it is for a 
<' King of England, by the noblest means, to be the 
<< most absolute Prince in Europe. You have no 
<' enemies. Sir, but those who persuade you to aim 
" at power without right, and who think it flattery to 
" tell you, that the character of King dissolves the 
" natural relation between g^ilt and punishment.'^ 

r cannot conceive that ther« isi a heart so callous, 
or an understanding so depranred, as to attend to a 
discourse of this nature, and not to feel the force of 
it. But where is the man» among those who have 
access to the cloeet, resolute and honest enough to 
deliveK'it h- The liberty of the press is our only re- 
source. It will command an audience, when every 
honest man in the kingdom is excluded. Thi» glo- 
rious privilege may be a security to the King^ as 
well as a resource to his people. H?d there been no 
star-chamber, there would have been no. rebellion 
against Charles the First. The constant censure and 
admonition of the press would have corrected his con- 
duct, prevented a civil war, and saved him from an 
ignominious death. . I am no friend to the doctrine of 
precedents, exclusive of right ; though lawyers often 
tell us, that, whatever has been once done, may law-. 
^Uy be done again- 1 shall conclude this Prefacei 
with a quotation, applicable to the subject, from a 
foreign writer *, whose Essay on the English Consti- 

• Monsieur de LoUne. 
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tution I beg leave to recommend to the public, as a 
performance deep, solid, and ingenious. 

** In short, whoever considers what it is that con- 
" stitutes the moving principle of what we call great 
" affairs, and the invincible sensibility of man to the 
<* opinion of his fellow-creatures, will not hesitate to 
" af&rm, that if it were possible for the liberty of the 
'* press to exist in a despotic government, and (what 
" is not less difficult) for it to exist without changing 
" the constitution, this liberty of the press would 
" alone form a counterpoise to the power of the 
** prince. If, for example, in an empire of the east, 
" a sanctuary could be found, which, rendered re. 
** spectable by the ancient religion of the people, 
*' might insure safety to those who should bring thi- 
** ther their observations of any kind ; and that, from 
'< thence, printed papers should issfae, which, under 
*' a certain seal, might be equally respected $ and 
"which, in their daily appearance, should examine 
** and freely discuss the conduct of the cadis, the 
*< bashaws, the vizir, the divan, and the sultan him- 
** self; that would introduce immediately some de- 
" gree of liberty." 
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X HE submission of a free people to the 
executive authority of goveroment, is no more than 
a compliance with laws which they themselves have 
enacted. .While the national honour is firmly main, 
tained abroad, and while justicejs impartially admi. 
nistered at home, the -obedience of the subject will be 
voluntary,, cheerful, and, I might almost say, un. 
limited. A generous nation is grateful even for the 
preservation of its rights, and willingly extends the 
respect due to the office of a good prince into an 
a£fection for his person. Loyalty, in the heart and 
ttuderstanding of an Englishman, is a rational attach- 
ment to the guardian of the laws. Prejudices and 
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passion have sometimes carried it to a criminal length, 
and, whatever foreigners may imagine, we know that 
Englishmen have erred as much in a mistaken zeal 
for particular persons and families, as they ever did 
in defence of what they thought most dear and in- 
teresting to themselves. 

It naturally fills us with resentment, to see such a 
temper insulted and ahused. In reading the history 
of a free people, whose rights have been invaded, we 
are interested in their cause. Our own feelings tell 
us how long they ought to have submitted, and at 
what moment it would have been treachery to them- 
selves not to have resisted. How much warmer will 
be our resentment, if experience should bring the fatal 
example home to ourselves ! 

The situation of this country is alarming enough, 
to rouse the^attention of every man, who pretends to 
a concern for the public welfare. Appearances justify 
suspicion ; and when tlie safety of a nation is at stake» 
suspicion is a just ground of enquiry. Let us enter 
into it with cando4ir and decency. Respect is due to 
the station. of ministers; and, if a resolution must at 
last be taken, there is none so likely to be supported 
with firmness, as that which has been adopted witk 
moderation. 

The ruin or prosperity of a state depends so much 
upon the administration of its government, thai, to 
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be acquainted with the merit of a ministry we need 
only obserre the condition of the people. If we see 
them obedient to the laws, prosperous in their industry, 
united at home, and respected abroad, we may reason- 
ably presume, that their affairs are conducted by men 
of experience, abilities, and virtue* If, on the con* 
trary, we see an universal spirit of distrust and dis«> 
satisfaction, a rapid decay of trade, dissensions in all 
parts of the empire, and a total loss of respect iu th^ 
eye* of foreign powers, we may pronounce, without 
hesitation, that the government of that country is 
weak, distracted, and corrupt. The multitude, in 
all couotries, are patient, to a certain point. Ill 
usage may rouse their indignation, and hurry them 
into excesses; but the original fault is in government. 
Perhaps there never was an instance of a change, in 
the circumstances and temper of a whole nation, so 
sudden and extraordinary as that which the miscon- 
duct of ministers has, within these few years, pro- 
duced in Great Bntain. When our gracious Sovereign 
ascended the throne, we were a flourishing and a con- 
tented people. If the personal virtues of a king 
could have insured the happiness of his subjects, the 
scene could not have altered so entirely as it ha« 
done. The idea of uniting all parties, of trying all 
characters, and distributing the offices of state by 
rotation, was gracious and benevolent to an extreme, 
though it has not yet produced the many salutary 
effects which wera intended by it. To say nothing of 
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the wisdom of such a plan, it ondoabtedly arose from 
an unbounded goodness of heart, in which folly had 
no share. It was not a capricious partiality to new 
faces ; it was not a natural turn for low intrigue : nor 
was it the treacherous amusement of double and triple 
negotiations. No, Sir, it arose from a continued 
anxiety, in the purest of all possible hearts, for the 
general welfare. Unfortunately for us, the event has 
not been answerable to the design. After a rapid 
succession of changes, we are reduced to that state 
which hardly any change can mend. Yet there is no 
extremity of distress, which, of itself, ought to reduce 
a great nation to despair. It is not the disorder, but 
the physician : it is not a casual concurrence of cala- 
mitous circumstances ; it is the pernicious hand of 
government which alone can make a whole people 
desperate. 

Without much political sagacity, or any extraordi- 
nary depth of observation, we need only mark how 
the principal departments of the state are bestowed, 
and look no farther for the true cause of every mis- 
chief that befals us. 

The * finances of a nation, sinking under its debts 
and expences, are committed to a young nobleman 

• The Duke of Grafton took the office of Secretary ot 
State, with an engagement to support the Marquis of Rock> 
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already ruined by play. Introduced to act under 
the auspices of Lord Chatham, and left at the head of 
affairs by that nobleman's retreat, he became Minister 
by accident : but deserting the principles and profes- 
sions which gave him a moment's popularity, we sec 
him, from every honourable engagement to the public, 
an apostate by design. As for business, the world yet 
knows nothing of his talents or resolution ; unless a 
way ward, wavering inconsistency be a mark of genius, 
and caprice a demonstration of spirit. It may be said, 
perhaps, that it is his Grace's province, as surely it 
is his passion, rather to distribute than to save the 
public money ; and that while Lord North is Chancel- 
lor of the Exchequer, the First Lord of the Treasury 
may be as thoughtless and extravagant as he pleases. 
I hope, however, he will not rely too much on the 
fertility of Lord North's genius for finance : His Lord- 
ship is yet to give us the first proof of his abilities. 
It may be candid to suppose, that he has hitherto 
Toluntarily concealed his talents ; intending, perhaps, 
to astonish the world, when we least expect it, with a 



ingham't administration. He resigned, however, in a little 
time, under pretence tliat he could not act without Lord 
Chatham, nor bear to see Mr. Wilkes abandoned : but that 
under Lord Chatham he would act in any office. This was 
the signal of Lord Rockingham's dismission. When Lord 
Chatham came in, the Duke got possession of the Treasury. 
Keftder, m>irk the consequence! 
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knowledge of trade, 8 choice of expedients, and a 
depth of resoarces, equal to the necessities, and far 
beyond the hopes of his country. He must now evert 
the whole power of his capacity, if he would wish us 
to forget, that, since he has been in office, no plan 
has been formed, no system adhered to, nor any OM 
important measure adopted for the relief of pablio 
credit. If his plan for the senrice of the current year 
be not irrevocably fixed on, let me warn him to think 
seriously of consequences, before he ventures to in- 
crease the public debt. Outraged and oppressed as 
we are, this nation will not bear, after a six years' 
peace, to sec new millions borrowed, without an even- 
tual diminution o^debt, or reduction of interest. The 
attempt might rouse a spirit of resentment which 
might reach beyond the sacrifice of a Ministen As 
to the debt upon the civil list, the people of J^ngland 
expect, that it will not be paid without a strict enquiry 
, how it was incurred. If it must be paid by Parlia* 
ment, let me advise the Chancellor of the Exchequer 
to think of some better expedient than a lottery. To 
support an expensive war, or in circumstances of ah* 
solute necessity, a lottery may, perhaps, be allow- 
able ; but, besides that it is at all thnes the very worst 
way of raising money upon the people, I think it ill 
becomes the royal dignity, to have the debts of a King 
provided for, like the repairs of a country bridge, or 
a decayed hospital. The management of the King's 
afiairs in the House of Commons, cannot be more 
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disgraced than it has been. A leading Minister ^re- 
peatedly called down for absolute ignorance, ridicu- 
lous motions ridiculously withdrawn, deliberate plans 
disconc^ted, and a week's preparation of graceful 
oratory lost in a moment, give us some, though not 
adequate, ideas of Lord North's parliamentary abili- 
ties and influence. Yet, before he had the misfortune 
of being Chancellor of the Exchequer, he was neither 
an object of derision to his enemies, nor of melancholy 
pity to his friends. 

A series of inconsistent measures has alienated the 
colonies, from their duty as subjects, and from their 
natural affections to their common country. When 
Mr. Grenville was placed at the head of the treasury, 
lie felt the impossibility of Great Britain's supporting 
such an establishment, as her former successes had 
made indispensible, and at the same time of giving 
any sensible relief to foreign trade, and to the weight 
of the public debt. He thought it equitable, that 
those parts of the empire which had benefitted most 
by the «xpences of the war, should contribute some, 
thing to the expences of the peace, aind he had no 
doubt of the constitutional right vested in parliament 
to raise the contribution. But, unfortunately for this 
country, Mr. Grenville was at any rate to be dis- 



• This happened ^qoently to poor Lord North. 
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tressed, becapse he was Minister^ and Mr. Pitt* and 
Lord Camden were to be ^he patrons of America* 
because tbey were in opposition. Their declaration 
^ave spirit and argument to the colonies | and while^ 
perhaps, they meant no more than the ruin of a mi- 
nister, they, in effect, divided one half of the empire 
.from the other. 

Under one administration the stamp-^ct is made : 
under the second it is repealed ^ under the third* in 
spite of all experience, a new mode of* taxing the 
colonies is invented, and a question revived which 
ought to have been buried in oblivion. In these 
circumstances a new office is established for the 
biisiue^s of the plantations, and the Earl of Hills- 
borough called forth, at a most critical season* to 
govern America. The choice, at least, announced 
to us a man of superior capacity and knowledge. 
Whether he be so or not, let his dispatches, as far as 
they have appeared, let his measures, as f ar aa 
they have operated, determine for him. In the for- 
mer we have seen strong assertions without proof, 
declamation without argument, and violent censures 
without dignity or moderation ; but neither oorrect- 
ness in the composition, nor judgment in the design. 
As for his measures, let it be remembered, that he 



• Yet, Junius has been called thepartizan of Lord Chatbaia^ 
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was called upon to conciliate and unite; and that, 
when he entered into office, the most refractory of the 
colonies were still disposed to proceed, by the con- 
stitutional methods of petition and remonstrance. 
Since that period they have been driven into excesses 
little short of rebellion. Petitions have been hindered 
from reaching the throne; and the continuance of one 
of the principal assemblies rested upon an arbitrary 
condition *, which, considering the temper they were 
in, it was impossible they should comply with; and 
which would have availed nothing as to the general 
question, if it had been complied with. So violent, 
and, I believe, I may call it, so unconstitutional, an 
exertion of the prerogative, to say nothing of the weak, 
injudicious terms in which it was conveyed, gives us 
as humble an opinion of his Ixirdship's capacity, as it 
does of his temper and moderation. While we are at 
peace with other nations, our military force may, 
perhaps, be spared to support the Earl of Hills- 
boroagh's measures in America. Whenever that force 
shall be necessarily withdrawn or diminished, the dis- 
mission of- such a minister will neither console us for 
his imprudence, nor remove the settled resentment of 
a people, who, complaining of an act of the legislature, 
are outraged by an unwarrantable stretch of preroga- 
tive, and, supporting their claims by argument, are 
insulted with declamation. 



• That they should retract one of their resolations, sauL 
erase the entry of it 

b2 
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Drawing lotg, would be a prudent and reasonable 
method of appointing the officers of state, compared 
to a late disposition of the Secretary's office. Lord 
Rochford was acquainted with the affairs and temper 
of the southern courts ; Lord Weymouth was equally 
qualified fbr either department *j by what unaccount- 
able caprice has it happened, that the latter, who 
pretends to no experience whatsoever, is removed to 
the most important of the two departments, and the 
former, by preference, placed in an office where his 
experience can be of no use to hhn ? Lord Wey- 
mouth had distinguished himself, in his first employ- 
ment, by a spirited, if not judicious, conduct. He 
had animated the f ivil magistrate beyond the tone of 
civil authority, and had directed the operations of the 
army to more than military execution. Recovered 
from the errors of his youth, from the distraction of 
play, and the bewitching smiles of Burgundy, behold 
him exerting the whole strength of his dear, unclouded 
faculties, in the service of the crown. It was not the 
heat of midnight excesses, nor ignorance of the laws, 
nor the furious spirit of the house of Bedford ; no. 
Sir, when this respectable Minister interposed his 
authority between the magbtrate and the people, and 
signed the mandate, on which, for aught he knew, 



• It was pretended that the Earl of Rochford, while am. 
basaador in France, had quarrelled with the Duke of Ghof- 
leol ; and that, therefore, he was appointed to the Norlhem 
Department, out of compliment to the French Minister* 



JUNIUS. II 

the lives of thousands dreaded, he did it from the 
deliberate motion of his heart, supported by the best 
of ins judgment. 

It has lately been a fashion, to pay a compliment 
to the bravery and generosity of the commander in 
chief *, at the expence of his understanding. They 
who love him least, make no question of his courage, 
while his friends dwell chiefly on the facility of his 
disposition. . admitting him to be as brave as a total 
absence of all feeling and reflectinn nan make him, 
let us see what sort of merit he derives from the re- 
mainder of his character. If it be generosity to accu- 
mulate, in his own person and family, a number of 
lucrative employments; to provide, at the public 
expence, for every creature that bears the name of 
Manners ; and, neglecting the merit and services of 
the test of the army, to heap promotions upon his 
favourites ' and d^endants ; the present commander 
in chief is the most generous man alive. Nature haa 
been sparing oi her gifts to this noble Xx>rd ; but where 
birth and fortune are united, we expect the noble 
pride and indepeaidanoe of a man of spirit, jaot the 
servile humiliating complaisance of a courtier. As 
to the goodness of his heart, if a proof of it be takeo 
from tiie facility of never refusing, what conclusion 
diall we draw from the indecency of never perform- 

* The late Lord Oranby. 
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ing ? And if the discipline of the army he in any 
degree preserved, what thanks are due to a man^ 
"Whose cares, notoriously confined to filling up vacan- 
cies, have degraded the office of commander in chief, 
into a broker of commissions ? 

With respect to the navy, I shall only say that 
this country is so highly indebted to Sir Edward 
Hawke, that no expence should be spared, to secure 
to him. an honourable and affluent retreat. 

The pure and impartial administration of justice is, 
perhaps, the firmest bond to secure a cheerful sub* 
mission of the people, and to engage their affections 
to govemment. It is not sufficient that questions of 
private right or wrong are justly decided, nor that 
judges are superior to the vileness of pecuniary cor- 
ruption. Jefferies himself, wheft the court had no> 
interest, was an oprigfat judge. A court of justice 
may be subject to another sort, of bias^ more im- 
portent and pernicious, as it reaches beyond the 
interest of individuals, and affects the whole com- 
munity. A judge under the influence of government, 
may be konest enough in tiie decisioi^ of private 
causes, yet a traitor^ to the public-^When a victim 
is marked out by the ministry, this judge will 
offer himself to perform the sacrifice. He will not 
scruple to prostitute his dignity, and betray the 
sanctity of his offipe^ whenever an arbitrary poinK 
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is to be carried for government, or the resentment oS 
a court to be graltified. 

These principles and proceedings, odious and con- 
temptible as they are, in effect are no less injadicious. 
A wise and generous people are roused by every 
appearance of oppressive, unconstitutional measures, 
whether those measures, are supported only by the 
power of government, or masked under the forms of 
a court of justice. Prudence and self-preservation 
will oblige the most moderate dispositions, to make 
common cause, even with a man whose conduct they 
censure, if they see him persecuted in a way, which 
the real spirit of the laws will not justify. The facts 
on which these remarks are founded, are too notorious 
to require an application. 

This, Sir; is the detail. In one view, behold a 
nation overwhelmed with debt ; her revenues wasted ; 
her trade declining; the affections of her colonies 
alienated ; the duty of the magistrate transferred to 
the soldiery ; a gallant army, which never^fought 
unwillingly but against their fellow-subjects, moul- 
dering away for want of the direction of a man of 
common abilities and spirit; and, in the last instance, 
. the administration of justice become odious and sus- 
pected to the whole body of the people. This de- 
plorable scene admits of but one addition ; that we 
are gaverned by counsels from which a reasonable 
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man can expect no remedy but poison ; no relief but 
death. 

If, by the immediate interposition of Providence, 
it were possible for us to escape a crisis so full of 
terror and despair, posterity will not believe the his- 
tory of the present times. They will either conclude 
that our distresses were imaginary, or that we had the 
good fortune to be governed by men of acknowledged 
integrity and wisdom : They will not believe it pos- 
sible, that their ancestors could have survived or re- 
covered from so desperate a condition, while a Duke 
of Grafton was Prime Minister, and a Lord North 
Chancellor of the Exchequer; a Weymouth and a 
Hillsborough Secretaries of State; a Granby Com- 
mander in Chief ; and a Mansfield Chief Criminal 
Judge of the kingdom. 

JUNIUS. 
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LETTER II. 

TO THE 

PRINTER OF THE PUBUC ADVERTISER. 

. SIE, January, «6,17<i9. 

THE kingdom swarms with such nambers of 
felonious robbers of prirate character and virtae, that 
no honest or good man is safe ; especially as these 
cowardly, base assassins stab in the dark, without 
having the courage to sign their real names to their 
malevolent and wicked productions. A writer, who 
signs himself Juniiu, in the Public Advertiser of the 
SI St instant, opens the deplorable situation of his 
country, in a very aifecting manner. With a pom- 
pous parade of bis candour and decency, he tells us, 
that we see dissensions in all parts of the empire, an 
universal spirit of distrust and dissatisfaction, and a 
total loss of respect towards us in the eyes of foreign 
powers. But this writer, with all his boasted candour, 
has not told us the real cause of the evils he so patfae* 
tically enumerates. I shall take the liberty to explain 
the cause for him. Junius, and such writers as him- 
self, occasion all the mischief complained of, by falsely 
and malieioasly traducing the best* characters in the 
kingdon : for when our deluded people at home, and 
fortigotfi 4bn>ad, read the poisonous and inflame 
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matory libels that are daily publisbed with impunity, 
to vilify those who are any way 'distinguished by their 
good qualities and eminent virtues; when they find 
no notice taken of, or reply given to these slanderous 
tongues and pens, their conclusion is^ that both the 
ministers and the nation have been fairly described, 
and they act accordingly. I think it, therefore, the 
duty of every good citizen to stand forth, and endea- 
vour to undeceive the public, when the vilest arts are 
made use of to defame and blacken the brightest cha- 
racters among us. An eminent author affirms it to 
be almost as criminal to hear a worthy man traduced, 
without attempting his justification, as to be the author 
of the calumny against him. For my own part, I think 
it a SOI t of misprision of treason against society. No 
man, therefore, who knows Lord Granby, can possibly 
hear so good and great a character most vilely abused, 
without a warm and just indignation against this Junius, 
this high-priest of envy, malice, and all uncharitahle- 
ness, who has endeavoured to sacrifice our beloved 
commander in chief, at the altars of his horrid deities. 
Kor is the injury done to his Lordship alone, but to 
the whole nation, which may too soon feel the contempt 
and consequently the attacks, of our late enemies, if 
they can be induced to believe, that the person on 
whom the safety of these kingdoms so much depends,^ 
is unequal to his high station, and destitute of those 
qualities which form a good general. One would have 
thought that his Lordship's services in the cause of his 
country, from the battle of CuUoden to bis most glo*^ 
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rioas oonclusion of the late war, might have entitled 
him to common respect and decency at least ; but this 
uncandid, indecent writer, has gone so far as to turn 
one of the most amiable men of the age, into a stupid/ 
unfeeling, and senseless being 5 posseiSsed, indeed, of 
a personal courage, but void of those essential quali- 
ties 'Which distinguish the commander from the com- 
mon soldier. 

A very long, uninterrupted, impartial, (I will add, 
a most disinterested friendship) with Lord Qranby, 
gives me the right to affirm, that allJunius's asser- 
tions are false and scandalous. Lord Granby's cou- 
rage, though of the brightest and most ardent kind, 
is among the lowest of his numerous good qualities : 
he was formed to excel in war, by nature's liberality 
to his mind as well as person. Edu^^ted and in- 
structed by hiB most noble father^ and a most spirited 
as well as excellent scholar, the present Bishop of 
Bangor, he was trained to the nicest sense of honour, 
and to the truest and noblest sort of pride, that of 
never doing or suffering a mean action. A sincere 
love and attachment to his king and country, and to 
their glory, first impelled him to the field, where he 
never gained aught but honour. He impaired^ 
through his bounty, his own fortune ; for his bounty, 
which this writer would in vain depreciate, is founded 
upon the noblest of the human affections; it flows 
from a heart melting to goodness; from the most 
refined humanity. Can a man, who is described aA 
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unfeeling and void of reflection, be constantly em- 
ployed in seeking proper objects, on whom to exercise 
those glorious virtnes of compasTsion and generosity } 
The distressed officer, the soldier, the widow, the 
orphan, and a long list besides, know that vanity 
has no share in his frequent donations; he gives, 
because he feels their distresses. Nor has he ever 
been rapacious with one hand, to be bountifhl with 
the other. Yet this uncandid Junius would insinuate, 
that the dignity of the commander in chief, is de- 
praved into the base office of a commission-broker | 
that is. Lord Granby bargains for the sale of com- 
missions; for it must have this meaning, if it has 
any at all. But where is the man living, who can 
justly charge his Lordship with such mean practices ? 
Why does not Junius produce him ? Junius knows 
that he has ono other means of wounding this hero, 
than from some missile weapon, shot from an ob- 
scure corner« He seeks, as all such defamatory 
writers do, 



e voces 
Jn vtUgum ambigtuu,-^-"'-' 

to raise suspicion in the minds of the people. — But I 
hope that my countrymen will be no longer imposed 
up6D, by artful and designing men, or by wretches, 
who, bankrupts in business, in fame, and in fortune, 
mean nothing more than to involve this country in 
the same common ruin with themselves. Hence it 
iii that they are constantly aiming their dark, and 
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too often fatal, weapons against those wfao-stand forth 
as the bulwark of our national safety. Lord Granby 
was too conspieuous a mark not to be their object. 
He is next attacked for being onfaitfafal to his pro- 
mises and engagements. Where are Junins's proofs ? 
Although 1 could give tome instances where a breach 
of promise would be a virtue, especially in the case 
of those who would pervert the open, unsuspecting 
moments of convivial mirth^ into sly, insidious ap- 
plications for preferment or party-systems, and would 
endeavour to surprise a good man, who cannot bear 
to see any one leave him dissatisfied, into unguarded 
promises. Lord Oranby's attention to his own Hsmily 
and relations is called selfish. — Had he not attended 
to them, when fair and just opportunities presented 
themselves, I should have thought him unfeeling, and 
void of reflection indeed. How are any man's friends 
or relation* to be provided for, but from the influence 
and protection of the patron ? It is unfair to suppose, 
that Lord Granby^s friends have not as much merit 
as the friends of any other great man. If he is gene- 
reus at the public expence, as Junius calls it, the 
pttlic is at no more expence for his Lordship's friends,' 
than it would be if any other set of men possessed 
those offices. The charge is ridiculous ! . 

The last charge against Lord Granby is of a most 
serious and alarming nature indeed. Junius asserts, 
that the army is moulderhig away, for want of the 
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direction of a man of common abilities and spirit. 
The present condition of the army gives the directest 
lie to bis assertions. It was never upon a more re- 
spectable footing with regard to discipline and all th* 
essentials that can form good soldiers. Lord Ligonier 
delivered a firm and noble palladium of our safeties 
into Lord Granby's hands, who has kept it in the 
same good order in which he received it — ^The strictest 
care has been taken to fill up the vacant commissions^ 
with such gentlemen as have the glory of their ances- 
tors to support, as well as their own ; and are doubly 
bound to the cause of their king and country, from 
motives of private property, as well as public spirit.— 
The adjutant-general, who has the immediate care of 
the troops after Lord Granhy, is an officer that would 
do great honour in any service in Europe, for bis cor- 
rect arrangements, good sense and discernment upon 
all occasions, and for a punctuality and precision 
which give the most entire satisfaction to all who ara 
obliged to consult him. The reviewing generals, who 
inspect the army twice a year, have been selected with 
the greatest care, and have answered the important 
trust reposed in them in the most laudable manner. 
Their reports of the condition of the army, are much 
more to be credited than those of Junius, whom I do 
advise to atone for his shameful aspersions, by asking 
pardon of Lord Granby and the whole kingdom, whom 
'be has ofiended by his abominable scandals. In 
ghprt, to turn Juniu^'s own battery a^^aiost bim^ I 
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must assert,, in his own words, *^ that he has given 
strong assertions without proof, declamation' without 
ai^ument, and violent censures without dignity or 
moderation." 

WILLIAM DRAPER* 



LETTER III. 

TO SIR WILLIAM DRAPEH, 

Knight of the Bath, 

SIR, February?, 1769. 

YOUR defence of Lord Granby doies honour 
to the goodness of your heart. You feel, as you ought 
to do for the reputation of your friend, and you ex- 
press yourself in the warmest language of your pas- 
sions. In any other cause, I doubt not you would 
have cautiously weighed the consequences of commit* 
ting your name, to the licentiou!^ discourses and ma- 
lignant opinions of the world. But here, I presume, 
you thought it would be a breach of friendship to lose 
one moment in consulting your understanding ; as if 
an appeal to the public were no more than a military 
coup de mmn, where a brave man has no rules to foU 
low but the dictates of his courage. Touched with 
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yoar generosity, I freely forgive the exeesBes into 
which it has led you ; and, far from resenting those 
terms of reproach, which, considering that you are 
an advocate for decorum, you have heaped upon me 
rather too liherally, I place them to the account of 
an honest, unreflecting indignation, in which your 
cooler judgment and natural politeness had no con- 
cern. I approve of the spirit with which you have 
given your name to the public ; and, if it were a 
proof of any thing but spirit, I should have thought 
myself bound to follow your example. I should have 
hoped that even my name might carry some authority 
with it, if 1 had not seen how very little weight or con- 
sideration, a printed paper receives, even from the 
respectable signature of Sir William Draper. 

You begin with a general assertion, that writers, 
such as I am, are the real cause of all the public 
evils we complain of. And do you really think, Sif 
William, that the licentious pen of a political writer 
is able to produce such important effects ? A little 
calm reflection might have shown you, that national 
calamities do not arise from the description, but from ^ 
the real character and conduct of Ministers. To 
have supported your assertion, you should have 
proved, that the present Ministry are unquestionably 
the best and brightest characters of the kingdom ; an4 
that, if the affections of the colonies have been ali- 
enated, if Corsica has been shamefully abandoned, 
if commerce languishes, if public credit is threatened 
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with a new debt, and your own Manilla ransom most 
dishonourably given up, it has all been owing to the 
malice of political writer?, who will not suffer the best 
and brightest characters (meaning still the present 
Ministry) to take a single right step, for the honour 
or interest of the nation. But it seems you were a 
little tender of coming to particQlars.«~-Your con- 
science insinuated to you that it would be prudent to 
leave the characters of Grafton, North, Hillsborough, 
Weymouth, and Mansfield, to shift for themselves ; 
and truly. Sir William, the part you haoe undertaken 
is at least as much as you are equal to. 

Without 'di&puting Lord Granby's courage, we are 
yet to learn in what articles of military knowledge, 
nature has been so very liberal to his mind. If you have 
served with him, you ought to have pointed out some 
instances of able disposition, and well-concerted enter- 
prise, which might fairly be attributed to his capacity 
as. a general. It is you« Sir William, who make your 
friend appear awkward and ridiculous, by giving him' 
a laced suit of tawdry qualifications, which nature 
never intended him to wear. 

You say, he has acquired nothing but honour in the 
t3ield. Is the ordinance nothing ? Are the Blues no- 
thing } Is the command of the army, with all the 
patronage annexed to it, nothing? Where he got 
these nothings I know not; but, you at least ought to 
have told us when he deserved them. 
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As to his bounty, compassion. Sec. it would havfc 
been but little to the purpose, though you had proved 
all that you have asserted. I meddle with nothing 
but his character as commander in chief: and though 
I acquit him of the baseness of selling commissions, 
I still assert, that his military cares have never ex- 
tended beyond the disposal of vacancies ; and I am 
justified by the complaints of the whole army, when 
I say, that in this distribution, he consults nothing 
but parliamentary interests, or the gratification of 
. his immediate dependents. As to his servile sub- 
mission to the reigning Ministry, let me ask, whether 
he did not desert the cause of the whole army, when 
he sufiiered Sir Jeffery Amherst to be sacrificed, and 
what share he had in recalling that ofiicer to the ser- 
vice ? Did he not betray the just interest of the 
army, in permitting Lord Percy to have a regiment ? 
And does he not, at this moment, give up all charac- 
ter and dignity as a gentleman, in receding from hit 
own repeated declarations in favour of Mr. Wilkes } 

In the two next articles, I think, we are agreed. 
You candidly admit, that he often makes such pro- 
mises as it is a virtue in him to violate, and that no 
man is more assiduous to provide for his relations at 
ihe public expence. I did not urge the last as an 
absolute vice in his disposition, but to prove, that 
a careless, disinterested spirit is no part of his character : 
and as to the other, I desire it may be remembered, 
that I never descended to the indecency of enquiring 
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into .his convivial hours* It is you, Sir William Draper, 
who have taken painit to represent your friend in the 
character of a drunken landlord, who deals out his 
promises as liberally as his liquor, and will suffer no 
man to leave his table either sorrowful or sober. 
None but an intimate friend, who must frequently 
have seen him in these unhappy disj^aceful moments, 
could have described him so well* 

The last charge, of the neglect of the army, is 
indoed, the most material of alL I am sorry to tell 
you. Sir William, that in this article your first fact 
is false : and as there is nothing more painful to me 
than to give a direct contradiction to a gentleman of 
your appearance, I could wish, that, in your future 
publications, you would pay a greater attention to 
the. truth of your premises^ before you suffer your 
genius to hurry you to a conclusion. Lord Ligonier 
M not deliver the army (which you, in classical lan- 
guage, are pleased to call a palladium) into Lord 
Granby's hands. It was taken from him, much 
against his inclination, some two or three years before 
Lord Granby was commander in chief. As to the 
state of the army^ I should be glad to know where 
you have received your intelligence. Was it in the 
rooms at Bath, or at your retreat at Clifton } The 
reports of the reviewing generals comprehend only a 
few regiments in England, which, as they are imme- 
diately under the royal inspection, are, perhaps in 
some tolerable order. But do you know, any thing 
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pf the troops hi tbe West Indies, the Mediterraneafr, 
and North Americ», to say Bothing 6f a whole army 
absolutely ruined in Irelanid } Enxfalte a little into 
facts, Sir William, before you publish your next pa- 
negyric upon Lord Granby ; and believe me, you will 
find there is a fault at head-quarters, which even the 
acknowledged care and abilities of the adjutant-gene- 
ral cannot correct. 

. I'eniiit me now, Sir William, to address myself 
personally to you, by way of thanks for the honour of 
your correspondence. You are by no means unde- 
serving of notice; and, it may be of consequence, 
even to Lord Granby, to have it determined, whether 
or no the man^ Who has pfcaised him so lavishly, be 
himself deserving of praise* When you returned to 
Burope^ you zealously> undertook the cause of that 
gallant army, by whose bravery at Manilla your own 
fortune had been established. You complained, you 
threatened, you even appealed to the public in print. 
By what accident did it happen j that} in the midst of 
all this bustle, and all these clamours for justice to 
your ii^ured trbOps> the name of the Manilla ransom 
was suddenly buried in a profound, and, since that 
time, an uointermpted silence? Did the Ministry 
suggest any motives ta you, strong enough to tempt 
a man of honour to desert and betray the cause of bis 
fellow soldiers ? Was it that blushing ribbon which 
is now the perpetual ornament of your person } Or; 
Was it that regiment which yon afterwards (a thing 



• unprecedented among soldiers) sold to ColoAel Gis- 
borne } Or, was it that government, the full pay of 
which you are contented to hold, With the half-pay of 
an Irish colonel } And do you now, after ft retreat 

-not very like that of Scipio, presume to intrude your- 
self, unthought of, uncalled for, upon thfe patience 
of the public ? Are your flfttteriet of the commander 
in chief directed to another regiment, which you may 
again dispose of on the stole honourable terms } We 
know your prudence. Sir William ; and I should be 
•orry to stop your preferment. 

JUNIUS. 



LfitTER IV* 



TO JUNIUS. 

MK, Febraory 17, HtSi. 

I RECEIVED junius's favour last nighi: 
lie is determined to keep bis advantage by the help 
\>f his mask : it is An excellent protection ; it has 
luived many a man from an lihtimety end. But 
whenever he will be honest enough to lay it aside, 
avow himself, and produce the face which has so long 
lurked behind it, the World will be able to judge of 
his niotiVefi for writing sttch infaitious invectives. His 
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real name will discover his freedom and indepen- 
dency, or bis servility to a faction. Dissapointed 
ambition, resentment for defeated hopes, and desire 
of revenge, assume but too often the appearance of 
public spirit : but, be his designs wicked or chari- 
table, Junius should learn, that it is possible to con- 
demn measures, without a barferarous and criminal 
outrage against men. Junius delights to mangle 
carcases with a hatchet r his language and instru- 
ment have a great connection with Clare-Market; 
tad, to do him justice, he handles his weapon most 
admirably^ One would imagine he had been taught 
to throw it, by the savages of America, It is, there- 
fore, high time for me to step in once more to shield 
my friend from this merciless weapon, although I may 
be wounded in the attempt. But I must first ask 
Junius, by what forced analogy and construction, the 
moments of convivial mirth are made to signify inde- 
cency, a violation of engagements, a drunken land- 
lord, and a desire that every one in company should 
be drunk likewise } He must have culled ail the 
dowers of St. Giles's and Billingsgate, to have pro- 
duced such a piece of oratory. Here the hatchet 
descends with ten-fold vengeance : but, alas f it hurts 
no one but its master ! For Junius must not think to 
put words ihto my mouth, that seem too foul even for 
his own. 

My friend's political engagements I know not ^ so 
cannot pretend to explain them, or assert their con- 
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sistency. I know not whether Junius be considerable 
enough to belong to any party. If he should be so, 
can he affirm, that he has always adhered to one set 
of men and measures ? Is he sure that be has never 
sided with those whom he was first hired to abuse ? 
Has he never abused those he was hired to praise ? 
To say the truth, most men^s politics sit much too 
loosely about them. But, as my friend's military 
character was tbe chief object that engaged me in this 
controversy, to that I shall return. 

Junius asks, What instances my friend has g^ven 
of his military skill and capacitor as a general? 
When and where be gained his honour ? When he 
deserved his lemoluments ;? -The united voice of the 
army which served under him, the glorious testimony 
of Prince Ferdinaod, and of vanquished enemies, all 
Germany will tell him. Junius repeats the com- 
plaints of the army against parliamentary influence. 
I love the army too well not to wish that such in- 
fluence were less. Let Junius point out the time 
when it has not prevailed. It was of the least force 
in the time of that great man, the late Buke of Cum- 
berland, who, as a prince .of the blood, was able, as 
well as willing, to stem a tonreiit whidi would have 
overbOTne any private subject, la time of war, this 
influence is small. In peace, when discontent and 
faction have the surest means to operate, especially 
in this country, and when, from a scarcity of public 
spirit the wheels of govemment are rarely moved but 
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1>y the power and force of obligations, its weight is 
always too great .Yet, if this influence, at present, 
has done no greater harm than the placing Earl Percy 
at the head of a regiment, I do not think that either 
the rights or best interests of the army are sacrificed 
and betrayed, or the natioi^ undone. Let me ask 
Junius, if he knows any one nobleman in the army 
who has had a regiment by. seniority ? I feel myself 
happy in seeing young noblemen of illustrious name, 
and great property, come among us. They are an- 
additk>nal security to the kingdom from foreign or 
domestic slavery. Junius needs not be told, that, 
should the time ever come, when this nation is to be- 
defended oiily by those, who have noUiing more to 
lose than their arms and their pay, its danger will 
be great indeed. A happy mixture of men of quality 
with soldiers of fortune, is always to be wished for. 
But the main point is still to be contended for ; I 
mean the discipline and condition of the army ^ an4 
I must still maintain, though contradicted by Junius^ 
that it never was upon a more respectable footing, as 
to all the essentials that can form good soldiers, than 
it is at present. Junius is forced to allow, that our 
army at home may be in some tolerable order $ yet, 
how kindly does he invite our late enemies to the 
invasion of Ireland,, by. assuring them, that the army 
in that kingdom is totfdly ruined ! (The colonels of 
that army are much obliged to him.) I have too 
great an opinion of the military talents of the Lord 
Ue^tenant^ and of all their diligence und capacity* 



to beiieve it If, from seme strange imaecountable 
fatality, 4^ people of that kingdom caanot be in- 
duced to consult their own security; by such an 
e£^ctual augmentation, ae may enable the troops 
there to act with power and energy, is the commander 
in chief here to blame ? Or, is he to blame, because 
the troops in the Mediterranean, in the West Indies, 
in America, labour under great difficulties from tha 
scarcity of men, which is but too visible all over thesa 
kingdoms ? Many of our forces are in climates un- 
favourable to British constitutions ^ theur loss is ia^ 
proportion. Britain must recruit all these regiments 
from ber own emaciated bosom j or, more preca- 
riously, by Catholics from Ireland. We are likewise 
subject to the fatal drains to the East Indies, to 
Seuegal, and the alarming emigrations of our people 
to other countries. Such depopulation can only be 
repaired by a long peace, or by some sensible bill of 
naturalizatioa. 

f must ;n^w ts^c the liberty, of addressing Junius 
0n my awn account, fle is ipleased to tell me, that 
lie. addresses .himself, to jae personaily : I shall be glad 
to $ee him. It is his impersonality, ^hat I complain of» 
a0d his invisible attacks ; for, his dagger in the air 
is only to be regarded, because one cannot see the 
band which hold9 it; but, had it not wounded, other 
people more deeply than myself, I should not have 
«ib^,u!^ed myself at aJi on the patience of the public. . 
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Mark how a plain tale shftU puC hiiia down, and 
transfuse the blush of my ribbon into his own cheeks. 
Junius tells me, that, at ray return, I zealously un- 
dertook the cause of the gallant army, by whose 
braTery at Manilla my own fortunes were established; 
that I complained, that I even appealed to the public. 
I did so ; I glory in haying done so, as I had an un- 
doubted right to vindicate my own character, at- 
tacked by a Spanish memorial, and to assert the 
rights of my brave companions. I glory, likewise, 
that I have never taken up my pen, but to vindicate 
the injured* Junius asks, by what accident did it 
happen, that, in the midst of all this bustle, and all 
the clamours for justice to the injured troops, the 
Manilla ransom was suddenly buried in a profound, 
and, since tfiat time, an uninterrupted silence? I 
will explain the cause to the public. The several 
ministers who have been employed since that time, 
have been very desirous to do justice, from two most 
laudable motives, a strong inclination to assist injured 
bravery, and to acquire a well<^eserved popularity 
to themselves. Their efforts have been in vain. Some 
were ingenuous enough to own, that they could not 
think of involving this distressed nation in another 
war for our private concerns. In short, our rights, 
for the present, are sacrificed to national convenience; 
and I must confess, that although I may lose five- 
and*twenty thousand pounds by their acquiescence 
to this breach of faith in the Spaniards, I think they 
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Bre in the right to temporize, oonsidering the critical 
situation of this countiy, convulsed in ev^ery part, 
by poison infused by anonymous, wicked, and in- 
cendiary writers. Lord Shelbume will do me the 
justice to own, l^at, in September last, I waited 
upon him with a joint memorial from the admiral, 
Sir S. Cornish, and myself, in behalf of our injured 
oompanioBS. His Lordship was as frank upon the 
occasion as other secretaries had been before him. 
He did not deceive us, by giving any immediate 
hopes of relie€ 

Junius would basely insinuate, that my silence 
may have been purchased by my government, by my 
biushing ribbon, by my regiment, by the sale of that 
regiment, and by half pay as an Irish colonel. 

His Majesty was pleased to give me my govern- 
ment for my service at Madras. I had my first regi- 
ment in 175^. Upon my return from Manilla, his 
Majesty, by Lord Egremont, informed me, that I 
should have the first vacant red ribbon, as a reward 
for many services in an enterprize which I had planned 
as well as executed. The Duke of Bedford and Mr. 
Orenville confirmed those assurances, many months 
befoise the Spaniards had protested the ransom bills. 
To accommodate Lord Clive, then going upon a most 
important service to Bengal, I waved my claim to the 
vacancy which then happened. As there was no other 
vacancy until the Duke of Grafton and Lord Rock- 
c2 
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ingham were joint Ministers, I was then honoured with 
the order ; and it is surely no small honour to me« 
that, in such a succession of ministers, th^y were all 
pleased to think that I had deserved it; in my favour 
they were all united. Upon the reduction of the 'i9th 
regiment, which had served so gloriously in the East 
Indies, his Majesty, unsolicited, by me, gayejne the 
16th of foot as an equivalent. My motives for re» 
tiring, afterwards, are foreign to the purpose : let it 
suffice, that his Majesty was pleased to approve of 
them i they are such as no man can think indecent, 
who knows the shocks that repeated vicissitudes of 
heat and cold, of dangerous and sickly climates, will 
give to the best constitutions, in a pretty long course 
of service. I resigned my regiment to Colonel Gis^ 
borne, a very good officer, for his half pay, and 2001. 
Irish annuity : so that, according to Junius, 1 have 
been bribed to say nothing more of the Manilla ran- 
som, and to sacrifice those brave men, by the strange 
avarice of accepting 38Q1. per annum, and giving up 
8001, 1 If this be bribery, it is not the bribery of 
these times. Asi to my flattery, those who know me 
will judge of it. By the asperity of Junius's style> 
I cannot, indeed call him a, flatterer, unless he be as 
a cynic or a mastiff: if he wags his tail, he will stiU 
growl, and long to bite. The public will now judge 
of the credit that ought to be given to Junius's writ- 
ings, from the falsities that be has insinuated with 
respect to myself. 

. yrihUAM DRAPER, 
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LETTER V. 



7X) SIR WILLIAM DRAPER, 

Kiught ofihe Baih 

. filRy Febraary SI, 1769. 

I SHOULD justly be suspected of acting 
•upon motives of more than common enmity to Lord 
■Oranby, if I continued to give you fresh materials or 
occasion for writing in his defence. Individuals who 
hate, and the public who despise, have read yauir 
letters. Sir William, with infinitely more satisfaction 
than mine. Unfortunately for fahn, his reputation; 
like that unhappy country te which you refer me for 
his last military achievements, has suffered more by 
his friends than his enemies. In mercy to him, let 
us drop the subject. For my own part, I willingly 
leave it to the public to determine, whether your 
vindication of your friend has been as able ftnd jt^- 
diciovs as it was . certainly well intended : and yotf, 
I think, may be satisfied with the warm acknow. 
iedgments he already owes you, for making him the 
principal figure in a piece, in whidi, but for your 
amicable assistance, he might ha^pie passed without 
pjurticular notice or distinctipQu ' 
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In justice to your friends, let your future labours 
be confined to the care of your own reputation. Your 
declaration, that you are happy in seeing young 
noblemen come armng us, is liable to two objections. 
With respect to Lord Percy, it means nothing^ for 
he was already in the army. He was aid^e-camp 
to the King, and had the rank of colonel. A regiment, 
therefore, could not make him a more military man, 
though it made him richer ; and probably at the ex- 
pence of some brave, deserving, friendless o&cer. 
The other concerns yourself. After selling the com- 
panions of your victory in one instance, and after 
selling your profession iu the other, by what autho- 
rity do you presume to call yourself a soldier ! The 
plain evidence of facts is superior to all declarations. 
Before you were appointed to the 16th regiment, your 
complaints were a distress to government : from that 
taoment you were silent. The conclusion is inevitable. 
You insinuate to us, that your ill state of health ob- 
liged you to quit the service. The retirement neces- 
sary to repair a broken constitution, would have been 
as good a reason for not accepting, as for resigning, 
the command of a regiment. There is certainly an 
error of the press, or an aifected obscurity in that 
paragraph, where you speak of your bargain with 
Colonel Gisborue. Instead of attempting to answer 
what I do not really understand, permit me to explain 
to the public what I really know. In exchange for 
your regiment, you accepted of a colonel's half pay. 
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(at least 2201, a year,) and an annuity of 2001. for 
your own and lady Draper*s life jointly. And is this 
tbe losing bargain, which you would represent to us, 
as if you had given up an income of 8001. a year for 
3801. ? Was it decent, was it honourable, in a man 
who pretends to love the army, and calls himself a 
soldier, to make a traffic of the royal favour, and 
turn tbe highest bonour of an active profession into a 
sordid provision for himself and his family ? It were 
unworthy of me to press you farther. The contempt 
with which tbe whole army heard of the manner of 
your retreat, assures me, that, as your conduct was 
not justified by precedent, it will never be thought an 
example for imitation. 

The last and most important question remains. 
When you receive your half pay, do you, or do you 
not, take a solemn oath, or sign a declaration, upon 
your honour, to the following effect? JTiat you do 
not aeiuaUy hold any place of profit, civil or military, 
under Ins Mqjesty. Tbe charge whidi the question 
plainly conveys against you, is of so shocking a com- 
plezion, that I sincerely wish you may be able to 
answer it well^ not merely for the colour of your 
reputation, but for your own inward peace of mind. 

JUNIUS. 
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LETTER VI. 



TO JUNIUS. 

SIR, Febraary «r, 1769. 

I HAV£ a very short answer for Juniui*f 
important question. I do not either take an oath, or 
declare upon my honour, that I have no place of pro- 
fit, civil or military, when I receive the half pay at 
an Irish colonel My most gracious Sovereign gives 
it me as a pension : he was pleased to think I deserved 
it« The aunuity of 2001. Irish, and the equivalent 
for the half pay, together, produce no more than 
3801. per annum, clear of fees and perquisites of 
office. I receive 1671. from my government at Yar« 
mouth. Total 5471. per annum. My conscience is 
much at ease in these particulars ; my friends need 
not hlush for me. 

Junius makes much and frequent use of interroga- 
tions : they are arms that may be easily turned against 
hlQiself. I could, by malicious interrogation, disturb 
the peace of the most virtuous man in the kingdom. 
I could take the decalogue, and say to one man, 
Did you never steal ? To the next, Did you never 
commit murder? And to Junius himself, who is 
putting my life and conduct to the rack, Did you 



sever " bear false witness against thy neighbour }*] 
Junius must easily see, that, unless he affirms to the 
contrary, in his real name, some people, who may 
be as ignorant of him as I am, will be apt to suspect 
him of having deviated a little from the truth : there- 
fore let Junius ask no more questions. You bite 
against a file : Cease, viper ! 

WILLIAM DRAPER. 



LETTER Vn. 

TO SIR WILLIAM DRAPER, 

Knight of the Bath, 

SIR, March 3, 1769. 

AN academical education has given you an 
tinlimited command over the most beautiful figures 
of speech. Masks, hatchets, racks and vipers, dance 
through your letters in all the mazes of metaphorical 
confusion. These are the :gloomy companions of a 
disturbed imagination; the melancholy madness of 
poetry, without the inspiration. I will not contend 
with you in point of composition ; you are a scholar^ 
3ir William ; and, if I am truly informed, you write 
Latin with almost as much purity as English. Suffer 
«&e then (for I am a plain unlettered man) to con- 
tinue that style of interrogation which suits my capa- 
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city, and to which, considering the readiness of your 
answers, you ought to have no objection. Even Mr. 
Bingley * promises to answer, if put to the torture. 

Do you then really think, that, if I were to ask a 
most virtuous man, whether he ever committed theft, or 
murder, it would disturb his peace of mind ? ' Such 
a question might, perhaps, discompose the gravity of 
his muscles, but I believe it would little affect the 
tranquillity of his conscience. Examine your own 
breast. Sir William, and you will discover that re- 
proaches and enquiries have no power to afflict either 
the man of unblemished integrity, or the abandoned 
profligate. It is the middle compound character which 
alone is vulnerable ; the man who, without firmness 
enough to avoid a dishonourable action, has feeling 
enough to be ashamed of it. 

I thank you for the hint of the decalogue, and shall 
take an opportunity of applying it to some of your 
most virtuous friends, in both houses of parliament. 

You seem to have dropped the affair of jTour regi- 
ment ; so let it rest. When you are appointed to an« 
other, I dare say you will not sell it either for a gross 
sum, or for tfo annuity upon lives. 



* This man, being committed by the Court of King's Bench 
for a contempt, voluntarily made oath, that he would never 
answer interrogatories, unless he should be put to the torture. 
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I am truly glad (for really. Sir William, I am not 
your enemy, nor did 1 begin this contest with you) 
that yon have been able to clear yourself of a crime, 
though at the ezpence of the highest indiscretion. You 
say that your half pay was given you by way of pen- 
sion. I will not dwell upon the singularity of uniting 
in your own person two sorts of provision, which in 
their own nature, and m all military and parliamen- 
tary views, .are incompatible ; but I call upon you 
to justify that declaration, wherein you charge your 
Sovereign with having done an act in your favour 
notoriously against law. The half pay, both in Ire- 
land and England, is appropriated by parliament j 
and if it be given to persons who, like you, are le- 
gally incapable of holding it, it is a breach of law. It 
would have been more decent in you to have called 
this dishonourable transaction by its true name ; a. job, 
to acommodate two persons, by particular interest 
and managemeut at the castle. What sense must go- 
vernment have had of your services, when the rewards 
they have given you are only a disgrace to you. 

And now. Sir William, I shall take my leave of you 
for ever. Motives very different from any apprehen- 
sion of your resentment, make it impossible you 
should ever know me. In truth yon have some rea- 
son to hold yourself indebted to me. From the les- 
sons I have given you, yo,u may collect a profitable 
instruction for your future life. They will either teach 
you 80 to regulate your future conduct, as to be able 
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to set the most malicioue enquiries at de6ance ^ or if 
that be a lost hope, they will teach you prudence 
enough, not to attract the public attention to a cha- 
racter which will only pass without censure, when it 
passes without observation *• 

JUNIUS. 



* It has been said, I believe traly, that it was signified to 
Sir William Draper, as the request of Lord Gfanby, that he 
•hoald desist from writing in his Lordship's defence. Sir 
William Prapcr certainly drew Juniut forward to say more 
of Lord Granby's character than he originally intended. 
He was reduced to the dilemma, of either being totally 
silenced, or of supporting his first letter. Whether Sir 
William had a right to reduce him to this dilemma, or to 
call upon him for his name, after a volmitary attack un hi$ 
side, are questions submitted to the candour of the public* 
The death of Lord Granby was lamented by Junius, Ha 
undoubtedly owed some compensations to the public, and 
seemed determined to acquit himself of them. In private 
life, he was unquestionably that good man, who, for ^e 
interest of his country, ought to have been a great one; 
Bonum virum faciU dueeriss magnum libenter. 1 speak of 
him now without partiality ; I never spoke of him with 
resentioieQt. His mistakes, in public conduct, did not aris^ 
either from want of sentiment, or want of judgment, but» 
in general, from the difficulty of saying no to the bad people 
wha surrounded him. 

As for the rest, the friends of Lord Oranby should remem* 
ber, tliat he himself thought proper to condeam, retract, and 
disavow, by a most solemn declaration, in the House of Com- 
mons, that very system of political conduct which Junius 
had %p\^ forth l(» tl^e disapprobatien of the public. 
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LETTER VIII. 



TO THE DUKE OF GRAFTON. 

MT LORD, March 18, 1769. 

B£FOR£ you were placed at the head of 
affjurVy it had been a maxim of the English govern- 
auint, not unwillinglsr admitted by the people, that 
^ery ungracious or severe exertion of the prerogative 
should be placed to the account of the Minister ; but, 
that whenever an act of grace or benevolence was to 
be performed, the whole merit of it should be attri- 
buted to the Sovereign himself 'l^. It was a wise doc- 
trine, my Lord, and equally advantageous to the 
King and liis subjects; for while it preserved that 
suspicious attention with which the people ought al- 
ways to examine the conduct of Ministers, it tended, 
at iiuS same time, rather to increase than diminish 
their attachment to the person of their Sovereign. If 
there be not a fatality attending every measure you 
are concerned in, by what treachery, or by what ex-. 
cess of- folly, has it happened, that those ungracious 
acts which have distinguished your administration, 
»t ■ ' ■■ '■ ' . ■ ■ .. .... 

• Lc» rois ne se sont reserves que les graces. lU renvoieiit 
i«s condamnatipns verslejirsofficiei-s, MorUfsguieu, 
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and which, I doubt not, were entirely your own, 
should carry with them a strong appearance of per- 
sonal interest, and even of personal enmity, in a 
quarter where no such interest or enmity can be 
supposed to exist, without the highest injustice and 
the highest dishonour ? On the other hand, by what 
judicious management have you contrived it, that the 
only act of mercy to which you ever advised your 
Sovereign, far from adding to the lustre of a character 
truly gracious and benevolent, should be received with 
universal disapprobation and disgust ? I shall con- 
sider it as a ministerial measure, because it is an 
odious one; and as your measure, my lord Duke^ 
because you are the Minister. 

As long as the trial of this chairman was depending, 
it was natural enough that government should give 
him every possible encouragement and support. 
The honourable service for which he was hired, and 
the spirit with which he peformed it, made common 
cause between your Grace and htm. The minister, 
who, by secret corruption, invades the freedom of 
elections, and the ruffian, who, by open violence, 
destroys that freedom, are embarked in the same 
bottom ; tliey have the same interests, and mutually 
feel for each other. To do Justice to your Grace's 
humanity, you felt for M'Quirk as you ought to do ; 
and if you had been contented to assist him indirectly, 
without a notorious denial of justice, or openly in- 
sulting the sense of the nation, you might have satis- 
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fied every duty of political friendship, without com- 
mitting the honour of your Sovereign, or hazarding 
the reputation of his government. But when this 
unhappy man had heen solemnly tried, convicted, 
and condemned ; wheu it appeared that he had been 
frequently employed in the same services, and that 
no excuse for him could be drawn, either from the 
innocence of his former life, or the simplicity of his 
character ; was it not hazarding too maoh, to inter- 
pose the strength of the prerogative between thif 
felon and the justice of his country f > You ought to 



t Whitehall, March 11, 1769. His Mi^^esty has been gra^ 
ciously pleased to extend bis royal mercy to Edward 
H'Qairk, foand guilty of the murder of George Clarke, m 
appears by his royal warrant, to the tenor following 3 

OEOROE R. 
. Whereas a doabt bas arisen in Oar Royal breast concern* 
log the evidence of the death of George Clarke, from the 
representations of William Broomfield, £«q. surgeon, and 
Solomon Starling, apothecary ; both of whom, as has been 
represented to Us, attended the deceased before bis deaths 
and expressed their opinions, that he did not die of the blow 
ke received at Brentford s And whereas it appear^ to Us, that 
neither of the said persons were produced as wiUiesses upon 
the trial, though the said Solomon Starling had been ex* 
amined before the coroner; and the only person called to 
prove that the death of the said George Clarke was occa* 
sioned by the said blow, was John Foot, surgeon, who never 
saw the deceased till after his death : We thought thereupon 
10 refer the said representations, together with the report of 
the recorder of Our city of London, of the evidence given 
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would either not benefit, or might be prejudicial t9 
the prisoner. Otherwise, is it conceivable that his 
connsel should neglect to call in such material 
evidence ? 

You say, that Mr, Foot did not see the deceased until 
eifter his death, A surgeon, iny Lord, must know very 
little of his profession, if, upon examining a wound 
or a contusion, he cannot determine whether it was 
mortal or not. While the party is alive, a surgeon 
will be cautious of pronouncing; whereas, by tfaef 
death of the patient, he is enabled to consider both 
cause and effect in one view, and to speak with a 
certainty, confirmed by experience^ 

Yet we are to thank your Grace for the establifth-^ 
ment of a new tribunal. Your inquisitio port mortem i» 
unknown to the laws of England, and doe6 honour to 
your invention. The only material objection to it is^ 
that if Mr. Foot's evidence was insufficient, because 
he did not examine the wound till after the death of 
the party, much less can a negative opinion, given 
by gentlemen who never saw the body of Mr. Clarke, 
either before or after his decease, authorise you to 
supersede the verdict of a jury, and the sentence of 
the law; 

Now, my lord, let nie ask you. Has it never oc- 
curred to your Grace, while you were withdrawing 
this desperate wretch from that justice which the laws 
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Itftd awarded, and which the whole people of England 
demanded against him, that there is another man, 
who is the favourite of his countryy whose pardon 
would have been accepted with gratitude, whose par* 
den would have healed all our divbions ? Have you 
quite forgotten that this man was once jronr Grace's 
friend ? Or, is it to murderers only that you will 
«3Ctend the mercy of the Crown ! 

These are questions you will not answer* nor is il 
necessary. The character of your private U(Sb» and 
the uniform tenor of your public conduct, is an 
toswer to them all. 



LfilTER IX. 



TO BIS GRACE THE DUKE OF CnAFK^. 

HTLOltO, April 10, lt<H». 

I HAVE so good an opinion of your Graced 
discernment, that when the author of the vindication 
of your conduct assures us, that he writes from his 
own mere motion, without the least authority from 
your Grace, I should be ready enough to believe himy 

VOL* r% # 
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bnt for one fatal mark, which seems to be fixed upon 
^very measure ip which either your personal or politi- 
cal character is concerned. Your first attempt to 
support Sir- William Proctor ended in the election of 
Mr. Wilkes ; the second insured success to Mr. Glynn, 
The extraordinary step you took to make Sir JamC0 
Lowther lord. paramount of Cumberland, has ruined 
his interest in that county for ever. The House List 
of Directors was cursed with the concurrence of Go- 
vernment j and even the miserable *JDingley could 
pot escape the misfortune of your Grace-s protection. 
With this uniform experience before us, we are autho- 
rised to suspect, that, when a pretended vindication 
of .your principles and conduct, in reality, contains 
the bitterest reflections upon both, it could not have 
been written without ypur immediate direction and 
assistance. The author, indeed, calls God to witness 
for him, with all the sincerity, and in the very terms, 
of an Irish evidence, to the best of his knowledge and 
belief. My Lord, you should not encourage these 
appeals to Heaven. The pious prince from whom 
you aw supposed to descend, made such frequent 
use of them, in his public declarations, that, at last, 



♦ Thw iinfortunate person liad been persuaded by the 
Duke of Grafton 4o set up for Middlesex, his Grace being 
determined to seat him in the House of Commons, if be 
had but a single vote. It happened, unluckily, that he 
could not prevail upon any one freeholder to put him ia 
nomination. 
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€he people also found it necessary to appeal to Heaven 
in their torn. Your administration has driven us into 
circumstances of equal distress : beware, at least, how 
you remind us of the remedy. 

You have already much to answer for. — You have 
jprovoked this unhappy gentleman to play the fool 
once more in public life, in spite of his years and 
infirmities ; and to shew us, that, as you yourself are 
a singular instance of youth without spirit, the man 
who defends you is a no less remarkable example of 
age without the benefit of experience. To follow such 
a writer, minutely, would, like his own periods, b« 
labour without end. The subject too has been already 
discussed, and is sufficiently understood. I cannot 
lielp observing, however, that, when the pardon of 
M'Quirk was the principal charge against you, it 
would have been but a decent compliment to your 
Grace's understanding, to have defended 3'ou upon 
your own principles. What credit does a man deserve, 
who tells us plainly, that the facts set forth in the 
King's proclamation were not the true motives on 
which the pardon was granted ? and that he wishes 
that those chirurgical Reports, which first gave occa- 
iion to certain doubts in the royal breast, had not 
been laid before his Majesty? You see, my Lord,* 
that even your friends cannot -defehd your actions, 
without changing your principles ; nor justify a de* 
liberate measure of government, without contradict- 
ing the main assertion on which it was fouad«di 



S% JUNIUS. 

The coDTiction of M'Qairk had reduced you to « 
dilemma in which it was hardly possible for you to 
reconcile your political interest with your duty. You 
were obliged either to abandon an active, useful par- 
ti zan, or to protect a felon from public justice. With 
your usual spirit, you preferred your interest to every 
other consideration ; and, with your usual judgment, 
you founded your determination i:q[Km the only mo^ 
tives which should not have been given to the public. 

. 1 have frequently censured Mr. Wilkes's conduct, 
yet your advocate reproaches me with having devoted 
myself to the service of sedition. Your Grace can 
best inform us for which of Mr. Wilkes's good qualities 
you first honoured him with your friendship; or how 
long it was before you discovered those bad ones in 
him, at which, it seems, your delicacy was offended. 
Remember, my Lord, that you continued your con- 
nexion with Mr. Wilkes, long after he had been con* 
Ticted of those crimes, which, you have since taken 
pains to represent in the blackest colours (^ bias- 
phemy and treason. How unlucky it is, that the first 
instance you have given us of a scrupulous regard to 
decorum, is united with a breach of a moral obliga- 
tion ! For my own part, my Lord, I am proud to 
affirm, that if I had been weak enough to form such 
a friendship, I would never have been base enough 
to betray it But let Mr. Wilkes's character be what 
it may, this, at least, is certain, that circumstanced 
as he is, with regard to the public, even his vice» 
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plead for him. The people of England, have too 
much discernment to suffer yonr Grace to take ad- 
vantage of the failings of a private character, to 
establish a precedent by which the public liberty is 
affected, and which you may hereafter, with equal 
ease and satisfaction, employ to the ruin of the best 
men in the kingdom. Content yourself, my Lord, 
with the many advantages, which the unsullied purity 
of your own character has given you over your un- 
happy, deserted friend. Avail yourself of all the 
unforgiving piety of the court you live in, and bless 
God that "you are not as other men are; extort 
** tioners, adjust, adulterers, or even as this publi- 
<' can." In a heart void of feeling, the laws of honour 
and good faith may be violated with impunity, and 
there you may safely indulge your genius. But the 
laws of England shall not be violated, even by your 
holy zeal to oppress a sinner ; and, though you have 
succeeded in making him a tool, you shall not make 
him the victim of your ambition. 

JUNIUS. 
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LETTER X. 



TO MR. EDWARD WESTON. 

SIR, April 81, 1709. 

I SAID yon were an old man without the 
benefit of experience. It seems you are also a yolun* 
teer, with. the stipend of twenty commissions; and, 
tit a period when ail prospects are at an end, you are 
still looking forward to rewards, which you cannot 
enjoy. No man is better acquainted with the bounty 
of government than you are. 



Ton impudence, 
Temeraire vieiUard, aura »a recompence. 

But I will not descend to an altercation either with 
the impotence of your age, or the peevishness of your 
diseases. Your pamphlet, ingenious as it is, has been 
so little read, that the public cannot know how far 
you have a right to give me the lie, without the follow- 
ing citation of your own words : 

Page 6th. — " 1. That he is persuaded that the mo- 
« tives which he (Mr. Weston) has alledged, must 
" appear fully sufficient, with or without the opinions 
**ofthe surgeons. 



JUNIUS* >5 

" 2. That those very motiveg must havb been the 
" foundation on whicli the Earl of Rochford thought 
** proper, Sue, 

** 3, That he camnot but regret, that the Earl of 
'^Rochford Beetng to have thought proper to lay the 
" chirurgical reports before the king, in preference to- 
** all the other sufficient motives,'' &c» 

Let. the public determine whether this be defendiof 
:|;oTerument on their principles or your own. 

The style and language you have adopted, are, I 
confess, not ill suited to the elegance of your owii 
inanners, or to the dignity of the cause you have un- 
dertaken. Every common dauber writes rascal and 
villain under his pictures, because the pictures them* 
selves have neither character or resemblance. But 
the works of a master require no index ; his features 
find colouring are taken from nature ; the impression 
they make is immediate and uniform i nor is it pos« 
•ible to mistake his characters, whether they repre* 
tent the treachery of a Minister, or the abused sim- 
plicity of a King. 

JUNIUS* 



JUNIUS. 



LETTER XL 



TO HIS GRACE THE DUKE OF GMAFTOH. 

MY LORD, April 24, 176^. 

THE system you seemed to have adopted^ 
wlien Lord Chatham, unexpectedly, left 3F0U at the 
head of affairs, gave us no promise of that uncommon 
exertion of vigour which has since illustrated your 
character, and distinguished your administration. 
Far from discovering a spirit bold enough to invade 
the first rights of the people, and the first principles 
of the constitution, you were scrupulous of exeroisiog 
even those powers with which tlie executive branch of 
the legislature is legally invested, "^e have not yei 
forgotten how long Mr. Wilkes was suffered to appear 
at large, nor how long he was at liberty to canvas for 
the city and county, with ail the terrors of an outlawry 
hanging over him. Our gracious Sovereign has not 
yet forgotten the extraordinary care you took of his 
dignity, and of the safety of his pei^on, when, at 9 
crisis which courtiers affected to call alarming, you 
left the metropolis exposed, for two nights together, 
to every species of riot and disorder. The security 
of the royal residence from insult was then sufficiently^ 
provided for in Mr. Conway's firmness, and Lord 
Weymouth's discretion ; while the Prime Minister of 
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OreaX Britain, in a niral retirement, and in the armt 
of faded beauty, had lost all memory of his Sovereign,, 
his country, and himself. In these instances you 
might have acted with vigour, for ^ou would have had 
the sanction of the laws to support you. The friends 
of government might have defended you without 
•hame; and moderate men, who wish well to the 
peace and good order of society, might have bad a 
pretence for applauding your conduct But these, 
it seems, were not occasions worthy of your Grace's 
inteiposition. You reserved the proofs of your in- 
trepid spirit for trials of greater hazard and import- 
ance; and now, as if the most disgraceful relaxation 
of the executive authority, had given you a claim of 
credit to indulge in excesses, still more dangerous, 
you seem determined to compensate amply for your 
former negligence, and to balance the non-execution 
of the laws, with a breach of the constitution. From 
one extreme you suddenly start to the other, without 
leaving, between the weakness and the fury of the 
passions, one momenfft interval for the firmness of 
the understanding. 

These observations, general as they are, might 
easily be extended into a faithful history of your 
Grace's administration, and, perhai^s, may be the 
employment of a future hour. But the business of 
the present moment^ will not suffer me to look back 
to a series of events, which cease to be interesUng or 
importaaty because they are succeeded by a measure 
98 



38 ^ftTNlUS. 

«o* singularly daring, that it excites all our attention^ 
and engrosses all our resentment* 

Your patronage of Mr. Luttrell has been crowned 
with success. With this precedent before you, with 
the principles on which it was established, and with a 
future House of Commons, perhaps less virtuous than 
the present, every county in England, under the 
auspices of the treasury, may be represented as com- 
pletely as the county of Middlesex. Posterity will be 
indebted to your Grace for not contenting yourself 
with a temporary expedient, but entailing upon them 
the immediate blessings of your administration. 
Boroughs were already too much at the mercy of 
government. Counties could neither be purchased 
nor intimidated* But their solemn determined elec- 
tion may be rejected; and the man they detest may 
be appointed, by another choice, to represent them 
in Parliament. Yet it is admitted, that the Sheriffa - 
obeyed the laws, and performed their duty *. The 
return they made must have been legal and valid, or, 
undoubtedly, they would have been censured for 
making it. With every good-natured allowance for 
your Qrace's youth and inexperience, there are some 
things which you cannot but know. You cannot but 
know, that the right of the freeholders to adhere to 



* Sir Fletcher Norton, when it was proposed to punish the 
Sheriffs, declared, in the House of Commons that they, in 
returaing Mr* Wilkes, had done do more than their daty^ 



their choice, (even sapposing it improperly exerted) 
was as clear and indisputable as that of the House of 
Commons to exclude one of their own members. Not 
is it possible for you not to see the wide distance ther^ 
is between the negative power of rejecting one man, 
and the positive power of appointing another. The 
light of expulsion, in the most favourable sense, is 
no more than the custom of Parliament. The right 
of election is the very essence of the constitution. 
To violate that right, and much more to transfer it 
to any other set of men, is a step leading immediately 
ta the dissolution of all government. So far forth as 
it operates, it constitutes a House of Commons which 
does not represent the people. A House of Commons', 
so formed, would involve a contradiction, and the 
grossest confusion of ideas: but there are some 
Ministers, my Lord, whose views can only be an> 
swered by reconciling absurdities, and making the 
same proposition, which is false and absurd in argu«. 
ment, true in fact. 

This measure, my Lord, is> however, attended witfi^ 
one consequence favourable to the people, which I 
am persuaded you did no! forsee *. While the con- 
test lay between the Ministry and Mr. Wilkes, his 
situation and private character gave you advantages 
over him, which common candour, if not the memory 
of your former friendship^ should have forbidden you 

« The reader is denred to mark this prophecy. 
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to mtkt use <tf. To religious men yea liad an op* 
portunity pf exaggenting the irregnlarities of his 
pait life; to moderate men, yoa held forth the per- 
nicioQi eonseqaencei of foction. Men who with this 
character, looked no fiirther than to the object before 
them, were not dissatisfied at seeing Mr. Wilkes ex- 
eluded from Parliament. You have now taken care 
to shift the question ; or rather, you have created 
a new one, in which Mr. Wilkes is no more concerned 
than any other English gentleman. You have united 
this country against you on one grand constitutional 
pointy on the decision of which our existence, as % 
free people, absolutely depends. You have asserted, 
not in words, but in fact, that the repres^tation in 
Parliament does not depend upon the choice of the 
freeholders. If such a case canrpossibly happen once, 
it may happen frequently : it may happen always : 
and if three hundred votes, by any mode of reasoning 
whatever, can prevail against twelve hundred ; the 
same reasoning would equally have given Mr. Luttrell 
his seat with ten votes, or even with one. The con- 
sequences of this attack upon the constitution are too 
plain and palpable, not (0 alarm the dullest appre^* 
hension. I trust you will find that the people of 
England are neither deficient in spirit or understand- 
ing ; though you have treated them as if they had 
neither sense to feel, nor spirit to resent. We have 
reason to thank God, and- oar ancestors, that there 
never yet was a minister in this country who coald 
stand the issue of such a conflict; and irith every 
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pf^tidtce IB favoor of your inCentions, I see no soeli 
abilttiet in your Grace, as shoald enable you to sne- 
ceed in an enterprise, in wbidi tbe ablest and basest 
of yonr predecessors bare found their destmction* 
Yoo may continue- to deceiYe your gracious Master 
with &Ue representations of the temper and condition 
of his subjects* Yon may command a renal rote, 
because it is the common established appendage of 
your office. But never hope that the freeholders will 
make a tame surrender of their rights ; or, that an 
English army will join with you, in overturning the 
liberties of their country. They know, that their 
first duty, as citizens, is paramount to all subse- 
quent engagements: nor will they prefer the disci- 
pline or even the honours, of their profession, to 
those sacred original rights which belonged to them 
before they were soldiers, and which they claim and 
possess as the birthright of Englishmen* 

Return, my Lord, before it be too late, to th^i 
easy, insipid system which you first set out with. 
Take back your mistress^. The name of friend may 
be fatal to her, for it leads to treachery and perse- 
cution. Indulge tbe people. Attend Newmarket. 



• The Bake, about this time, had separated bimtelf from 
Amie Parsons ; but proposed to continue auited with her on 
some Platonic terms ot friendship, which she rejected with 
contempt, QM baseness to this woman is beyond description, 
orbcUcCi 
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Mr. Luttrell may again vacate his seat; and Mr. 
Wilkes, if not persecuted, will soon be forgotten. 
To be weak and inactive, is safer than to be daring 
and criminal : and wide is the distance between a 
riot of the populace and a convulsion of the whole 
kingdom. You may live to make the experiment, but 
no honest man can wish you should survive it. 

JUNIUS. 



LETTER Xir. 



TO HIS GRACE THE DUKE OF GRAFTON: 

iSY LORD, May 30, I769. 

IF the measures in which you have been 
most successful had been supported by any tolerable 
appearance of argument, I should have thought my 
time not ill employed in continuing to examine your 
conduct as a Minister, and stating it fairly to the 
public. But when I see questions of the highest 
national importance carried as they have been, and 
the first principles of the constitution openly violated, 
without argument or decency, I confess I give up 
the cause in despair. The meanest of your prede- 
cessors Jiad abilities sufficient to give a ccjonr to their 
measures. If they invaded the rights of the peoplfl^ 
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they did not dare to offer a direct iosnlt to their un- 
derstanding; and, in former times, the most yenal 
Parliaments 'made it a condition, in their bargain 
with the Minister, that he should furnish them with 
some plausible pretences for selling their country and 
themselves. You have had the merit of introducing 
a more compendious system of government and logici. 
You neither address yourself to the passions, nor t6 
the understanding, but simply to the touch. You 
apply yourself immediately to the feelings of your 
friends; who, contrary to the forms of Parliament, 
never enter heartily into a debate until they have 
divided. 

Kelinquishing, therefore, all idle views of amend- 
ment to your Grace, or of benefit to the public, let 
me be permitted to consider your character and 
conduct, merely as a subject of curious speculation. • 
There is something in both which distinguishes yotf, 
not only from all other Ministers, but all other men. 
It is not that you do wrong by design, but that you 
should never do right by mistake. It is not that yout 
indolence and your activity have been equally mitf- 
applied, but that the first uniform principle, or, if 
»I may call it, the genius of your life, should have 
carried you through every possible change and con- 
tradiction of conduct, without the momentary impu- 
tation or colour of a virtue ; and that the wildest spirit 
of inconsistency should never have once betrayed yon 
.into a wise or honourable action. ThiS| I own, git«i 
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an air of singularity to your fortune, as well as to 
your disposition. Let us look back, together, to a 
scene, in which a mind like yours will find nothing 
to repent of. Let us try, ihy Lord, how well you 
have supported the various relations in which you 
stood to your Sovereign, your country, your friendsi 
and yourself. Give us, if it be possible, some excuse 
to posterity, and to ourselves, for submitting to your 
administration. If not the abilities of a great minister, 
if not the integrity of a patriot, or the fidelity of a 
friend, show us, at least, the firmness of a man. 
For the sake of your mistress, the lover shall be 
spared. I will not lead her into public as you have 
done ; nor will I insult the memory of departed 
beauty. Her sex, which alone made her amiable in 
your eyes, makes her respectable in mine. 

The character of the reputed ancestors of some 
men, has made it possible for their descendants to 
be vicious in the extreme, without being degenerate. 
Those of your Grace, for instance, left no distressing 
examples of virtue even to their legitimate posterity ; 
and you miay look back with pleasure to an illustrious 
pedigree, in which heraldry has not left a single good 
quality upon record to insult or upbraid you. Yon 
have better proofs of your descent, my Lord, than 
the register of a marriage, or any troublesome in- 
heritance of reputation. There are some hereditary 
strokes of character, by which a fsmily 'may be as 
dearly dlstiuguisbed, ag by the blackest featares af 
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the human fac«. Charles the First lived and died a 
iiypocrite. Charles the Second was a hypocrite of 
another sort, and shoald have died upon the same 
scaffold. At the distance of a century, we see their 
different characters happily revived and blended in 
yonr Grace. Sullen and severe, without religion, 
profligate without gaiety, you live like Charles the 
Second, without being an amiable companion ; and, 
for aught I know, may die as his father did, without 
the reputation of a martyr* 

You had already takefi your degrees with credit, in 
those schools in which the English nobility are formed 
to virtue, when you were introduced to Lord Chatham^s 
protection *, From Newmarket, White's, and the op. 
position, he gave you to the world with an air of po- 
pularity, which young men usually set out with, and 
seldom preserve : grave and plausible enough to be 
thought fit for^business ; too young for treachery ; 
and, in short, a patriot of no unpromising expecta- 
tions. Lord Chatham was the earliest object of your 
political wonder and attachment ; yet you deserted 
him, upon the fi.st hopes that offered of an equal 
share of power with Lord Rockingham. When the 
late Duke of Cumberland's first negociation failed, 
and when the fayourite was pushed to the last ex^ 
tremity, you saved him, by joining with an adminis. 



s * To understand these passages, the reader is referred t» 
a noted pamphlet, called,*/^ Uistor^f ti^She Minwiiy* 
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tration, in which Lord Chatham had refased to engage. 
Still, however, he was your friend : and you are yet 
to explain to the world, why you consented to act 
without him ; or why, after uniting with Lord Rock- 
ingham, you deserted and betrayed him* You com- 
plained, that no measures were taken to satisfy your 
patron ; and that your friend, Mr. Wilkes, who had 
suffered so much for the party, had been abandoned 
to his fate. They have smce contributed, not a little, 
to your present plenitude of powers yet I think, 
Lord Chatham has less reason than ever to be satis- 
fied: and, as for Mr. WJkes, it is, perhaps, the 
greatest misfortune of his life, that you should have 
so many compensations to make in the closet for your 
former friendship with him. Your gracious Master 
understands your character, and makes you a perseo 
cutor, because you have been a friend. 

Lord Chatham formed his last administration upon 
principles which you certainly eoncurred in, or you 
could never have been placed at the head of the trea- 
sury. By deserting those principles, and by acting 
in direct contradiction to them, in which he found 
you were secretly supported in the closet, you soon 
forced him to leave you to yourself, and to withdraw 
his name from an administration which had been 
formed on the credit of it. You had then a prospect 
of friendships better suited to your genius, and more 
likely to fix your disposition. Marriage is the point 
on which every rake is stationary at last : and truly^ 



my Lord, yon may well be weary of the circuit you 
have taken ; for you have now fairly travelled through 
every sign in the political eodiaci from the scorpion, 
in which you stung Lord Chatham, to the hopes of a 
virgin * in the house of Bloomsbury. One would 
think that you had had sufficient experience of the 
frailty of nuptial engagements, or, at least, that such 
a friendship, as the DcUce of Bedford's, might have 
been secured to you by the ans|)icious marriage of 
your late Duchess f with his nephew. Bat ties of 
-this tender nature cannot be drawn too close ; and it 
-may possibly be a part of the Duke of Bedford's 
•ambition, after making her an honest woman, to 
work a miracle of the same sort upon your Grace. 
This worthy nobleman has long dealt in virtue : there 
has been a largo consumption of it in his own family s 
and, in the way of traffic, I dare say, he has bought 
and sold more than half the representative integrity 
of the nation. 

In a political view, this union is not imprudent. 
The favour of princes ii a perishable commodity. 
You have now a strength sufficient to command the 
closet, and if it be necessary to betray one friend- 
ship more, you may set even Lord Bute at defiance. 



. • HiA Grace had lately married MiN Wrotteilcy, nie^e of 
the good Gtrtrudc, Ducheas of Bedford, 

1 Miss Liddel, after her divorce from the Puke, married 
iord Upper Osiory, 
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Mr. Stewart M'Eenzie may possibly remember what 
use the Duke of Bedford usually makes of his power; 
and our gracious sovereign, I doubt not, rejoices at 
this first appearance of union among his servants.-*- 
His late Majesty, under the happy influence of a 
family connexion between his ministers, was relieved 
from the cares of the government. A more active 
prince may, perhaps, observe, with suspicion, by 
what degrees an artful servant grows upen his master, 
from the first unlimited professions of duty and 
Attachment, to the painful representation of the ne*> 
cessity of the royal service, and soon, in regular 
progression, to the humble insolence of dictating in 
all the obsequious forms of peremptory submissioQ. 
The interval is carefully employed in forming con- 
nexions, creating interests, collecting a party, and 
laying the foundation of double marriages ; until the 
deluded prince, who thought he had found a creature 
prostituted to his service, and insignificant enough to 
be always dependent upon his pleasure, finds him, at 
last, too strong to be commanded, and too formidable 
to be removed. 

Your Grace's public conduct, as a minister, is but 
the counter-part of your private history j; the same 
inconsistency, the same contradictions. In America 
we trace you, from the first opposition to the stamp 
act, on principles of convenience, to Mr. Pitt's sur* 
render of the right | then forward to Lord Rocking* 
ham's surrender of the fact; then back again t* 
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Lord Bockingham'B declaration of the right; then 
forward to taxation with Mr« Townsbend ; and, in 
the last instance, from the gentle Conway's undeter« 
mined discretion, to blood and compulsion with the 
Duke of Bedford : yet, if we may believe the sim* 
plicity of Lord North's eloquence, at the opening of 
the next session, you are once more to be the patron 
of America. Is this the wisdom of a great minister | 
or is it the ominous vibration of a pendulum ? Had 
you no opinion of your own, my Lord ? Or was it 
the gratification of betraying every party, with which 
yott have been united, and of deserting every political 
principle in which you had concurred? 

Your enemies may turn their eyes without regret 
Irom this admirable system of provincial govemmentt 
They wiU find gratification eivough in the survey of 
yoar domestic and foreign policy. 

If, instead of disowning Lord Shdbume, the British 
court had interposed with dignity and firmness^ you 
hnowy my Lord, that Corsica would never have been 
invaded. The French saw the weakness of a distracted 
ministry, and were justified in treating you with con« 
tempt. They would probably have yielded, in the 
first instance, rather than hazard a rupture with this 
country ; but, being once engaged, they cannot re- 
treat without dishonour. Common sense foresees 
eonse<|Qence8 which have escaped your Grace'* 
>ettetKntion. Bither we suffer the French to make a^ 
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acquisition, the importaoce of which yon have pro^.. 
bably do conception of; or we oppose them by an- 
underhand management, which only disgraces us in 
the eyes of Europe, without answering any purpose 
of policy or prudence. From secret, indirect assists 
ance, a transition to some more open, decisive mea« 
aures, becomes unavoidable ; till, at last, we find 
ourselves principal in the war, and are obliged to 
hazard every thing for an object, which might have 
originally been obtained without expence or danger, 
I am not versed in the politics of the north ; but this 
I believe, is certain, that half the money you have 
distributed to carry the expulsion of Mr. Wilkes, or 
even your secretary's share in the last subscriptiou, 
#ould have kept the Turks at your devotion. Was 
it oeconomy, my Lord } Or, did the coy resistance 
you have constantly met with in the British senate, 
make you despair of corrupting the divan ? Your 
friends, indeed, have the first claim upon your 
bounty : but if 5001. a year can be spared in pension 
to Sir John Moore, it would not have disgraced you 
to have allowed something to the secret service of the 
public. 

You will say, perhaps, that the situation of affairs 
at home, demanded and engrossed the whole of your 
attention. Here, I confess, you have been active* 
An amiable, accomplished prince, ascends the throne' 
under the happiest of all auspices, the acclamation*' 
and united affections of his subjects. The fint mea^ 
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•ores of his reigOi and even the ocliam of a favouritci 
were not able to shake their attachment Your ser* 
▼ices, my Lord« have been more successful. Since 
jou were permitted to take the lead, we have seen 
the natural effects of a system of government at once 
Jboth odious and contemptible. We have seen the 
iaws sometimes scandalously relaxed, sometimes vio** 
lently stretched, beyond their tone. We have seen 
the. person of the Sovereign insulted 3 and, in pro- 
found peace, and with an undisputed title, the fidelity 
of his subjects brought"by- his own servants into pub- 
lic question *. Without • abilities, resolution, or in- 
terest, you have done more than Lord Bute could 
accomplish, with all Scotland at his heels. 

Your Grace, little anxious, perhaps, either for pre- 
sent or future reputation, will not desire to be handed 
down in these colours to posterity. You have reason 
to flatter yourself, that the memory of your adminis- 
tration will survive, even the forms of a constitution, 
which our ancestors vainly hoped would be immortal i 
and, as for your personal character, I will not, for 
the honour of human nature, suppose that you can 
^ish to have it remembered. The condition of th^ 



• The wise dake, about this time, exerted all the inflaence 
of government to procure addresses to satisfy the King of 
the fidelity of his subjects. They came in very thick from 
Scotland; but, after the appearance of this letter, we heard 
no more of them. 
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present timet is desperate indeed > but. there is a debt 
due to those who come after us ; and it is the bis- 
torian's office to punishy though he. cannot correct, 
I do not gire yon to posterity as a pattern to imitate^ 
but as an example to deter j and as your conduct 
comprehends erery thing that a wise or honest mints* 
ter should avoid, I mean to make yon a negatiye in* 
strnction to your successors for ever* 

JUNIUS. 



LETTER XIIL 

ADDRESSED TO THE 

PRINTER OP THE PUBUC ADVERTISED. 

SIR, JonelSyireg- 

THE Duke of Grafton's friends not finding tt 
eonvenient to enter into a contest witii Jwmu, are 
now reduced to the last melancholy resource of de« 
feated argument, the flat general charge of scurrility 
and falsehood. As for his style» I shall leave it to the 
critics. The truth of his facts is of more importance 
to the public. They are of such a nature that I think 
a bare contradiction will have no weight with any man 
who judges for hunself. lAt us take them in the order 
in which they appear in his last letter. 
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!• Have not the first rights of the people, md the 
ihrst principles of the constitution, been openly in- 
Taded, and the- yery name of an election made ridi- 
Cttloas, by the arbitrary appointment of Mr. Luttrell } 

2. Bid not the Duke of Grafton frequently lead 
his mistress into public, and even place her at the 
head of his table, as if he had pulled down an ancient 
temple of Venus, and could bury all decency and 
«hame Tinder the ruins ? Is this the man who dairetf 
to talk of Mr. Wilkes's morals f 

S. Is not the character of his presumptive ancestors 
as strongly marked in him, as if he had descended 
from them in a direct legitimate line-? The idea of 
his death is only prophetic; and what is prophecy 
but a nanrative preceding the fact"? 

4. Was not 'Lord Chatham the first who raised him 
to the rank and post of a minister, and the first whom 
he abandoned ? 

5. Did he not join with Lord Rockingham, and 
betray him ? 

•6. Was he not the bosom friend of Mr. Wilkes, 
whom he now pursues to destruction ? 

7. Did he not take his degrees with credit at New- 
market, White's, and the opposition i 
' vol. I, « 
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8. After deserting Lord Chatham's principles, and 
sacrificing his friendship, is he not npw closely unitea 
with a set of men, who, though they have occasionally 
joined with all parties, have, in every different situa-* 
tion, and at all times^ been equally and constantly 
detested by this country ? 

9. Has not Sir John Moore a pension of five hun- 
dred poundd a year ? This may probably be an 
acquittance of favours upon the turf; but is it 
possible for a minister to offer a grosser outrage to a 
naUon, which has so very lately cleared away the 
beggary of the civil list, at the expence of more than 
half a million? 

10. Is there any one mode of thinking or acting, 
with respect to America, which the Duke of Grafton 
has not successively adopted and abandoned? 

1 1. Is there not a singular mark of shame set upon 
this man, who has so little delicacy and feeling, as to 
submit to the opprobrium of marrying a near relation 
af one who had debauched his wife ? In the name 
of decency, how are these amiable cousins to meet 
at their uncle's table ? It will be a scene in (£dipu», 
without the distress. Is it wealth, or wit, or beauty ? 
Or, is the amorous youth in love ? 

The rest is notorious. That Corsica has been sacri- 
^ced to the French i that, is some instances, the laws 
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iiave been scandalously relaxed, and, in others, dar- 
ingly violated ; and that the King's subjects have been 
called upon to assure him of their fidelity, in spite of 
the measures of his servants. 

A writer, vho builds his arguments upon facts, such 
as these, is not easily to be confuted. He is not to 
be answered by general assertions, or general re- 
proaches. He may want eloquence to amuse and 
persuade ; but^ speaking truth, he must always coni 

vince. 

PHILO JUNIUS. 



LETTER XIV. 

ADDRBSSBD TO THE 

PRINTER OF THE PUBLIC ADVERTISER, 

8IE, June, M, IT69, 

The name of Old Noll Is destined to be the 
rain of the house of Stuart — ^There is an ominous 
fatality in it, which even the spurious descendants of 
the family cannot escape. Oliver Cromwell had the 
merit of conducting Charles the First to the block.-^ 
Your correspondent. Old Noll, appears to have the 
same design upon the Duke of Grafton. His argn- 
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ments consist better with the title he has assumed, 
than with the principles he professes : foir though he 
pretends to be an advocate for the Duke, he takes 
care to g:ive us the best reason why his patron should 
regularly follow the fate of his presumptive ancestor. 
Through the whole course of the Duke of Grafton's 
life, I see a strange endeavour to unite contradictions 
which cannot be reconciled. He marries, to be di- 
vorced ; he keeps a mistress, to remind him of conj u- 
gal endearments ; and he chooses ssuch friend as it is 
a virtue in him to desert. If it were possible for the 
genius of that accomplished president, who pro- 
nounced sentence upon Charles the First, to be re- 
vived in some modem sycophant*, his Grace, I doubt 
not, would by sympathy' discover him among the 
dregs of mankind, and take him for a guide in those 
paths which naturally conduct a minister to the 
scaffold. 

The assertion, that two-thirds of the nation approve 
of the acceptance of Mr. Luttrell (for even Old NoU is 
too modest to call it an election) can neither be main- 
tained nor confuted by argument. It is a point of 
fact, on which every English gentleman will deter- 
mine for himself. As to lawyers, their profession is 
supported by the indiscriminate defence of right and 
wrong ; and I confess I have not that opinion of ^heir 
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knowledge or integrity, to think it necessary that they 
should decide for me upon a plain constitutional ques* 
tion. With respect to the appointment of Mr. Lut- 
trell, the Chancellor has never yet given any authentic 
opinion. Sir Fletcher Norton is, indeed, an honest, a 
very honest man; and the Attorney-General is ex 
officio the guardian of liberty ; to take care, I pre- 
sume, that it shall never break out into a criminal 
excess. Doctor Blackstone is solicitor to the Queen. 
The Doctor recollected that he had a place to pre- 
serve, though he forgot that he had a reputation to 
lose. We have now the good fortune to understand 
the Doctor's principles as well as writings. For t)ie 
defence of truth, of law, and reason, the Doctor^s 
book may be safely consulted ; but whoever wishes to 
cheat a neighbour of his estate, or to rob a country of 
its rights, need make no scruple of consulting the 
Doctor himself. 

The example of the English nobility may, for aught 
I know, sufficiently justify the Duke of Grafton, when 
he indulges his genius in all the fashionable excesses 
of the age; yet, considering his rank and station, I 
think it would do him more honour to be able to deny 
the fact, than to defeud it by such authority. But if 
-vice itself could be excused, there is yet a certain dia* 
play of it, a certain outrage to decency, and viola- 
tion of public decorum, which, for the benefit of 
society, should never be forgiven. It is not that he 
kept a mistress at home, but that he constantly at* 
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tended her abroad. It is not the private indulgencie^ 
but the public insult, of which 1 complain. The name 
of Miss Parsons would hardly have been known, if the 
First Lord of the Treasury had not led her, in tri* 
umph, through the Opera House, even in the presence 
of the Queen. When we see a man act in this mao* 
ner, we may admit the shameless depravity of hit 
heart j but what are we to think of his understanding } 

His Grace, it seems, is now to be a regular,, do* 
mestic man ; and, as an omen of the futore delicacy 
and correctness of his conduct, be marries a first 
cousin of the man who bad fixed that mark and title of 
infamy upon him, which, at the same moment, makes 
a husband unhappy and ridiculous. The ties of con* 
sanguinity may possibly preserve him from the same 
fate a second time ; and as to the distress of meeting, 
I take it for granted, the venerable uncle of these com* 
mon cousins has settled the etiquette in such a manner,, 
that if a mistake should happen, it may reach no 
farther than from Madame ma femme, to Madame n^ 
eousine, 

Tlie Duke of Grafton has always some excellent 
reason for deserting his friends. Tl^e age and inca- 
pacity of Lord Chatham, the debility of Lord Rock- 
ingham, or tlie infamy of Mr. Wilkes. There wat a 
time, indeed, when he did not appear to be quite so 
well acquainted, or so violently offended, with the in- 
firmities of hja friends. Bat now 1 confess they ar« 
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not ill exchanged for the youthful, vigorous virtue of 
the Duke of Bedford ; the firmness of General Con- 
way; the blunt, or, if I may call it, the awkward 
integrity of Mr. Rigby ; and the spotless morality of 
Lord Sandwich. 

If a late pension to a * broken gambler be an act 
worthy of commendation, the Duke of Grafton's con- 
nexions will furnish him with many opportunities of 
doing praise -worthy actions; and as he himself bears 
no part of the expence, the generosity of distributing 
the public money for the support of virtuous families 
in distress, will be an unquestionable proof of his 
Grace's humanity. 

As to public affairs. Old NoU is a little tender of 
descending to particulars. He does not deny that 
'Corsica has been sacrificed to France ; and he con- 
fesses that, with regard to America, his patron's mea- 
sures have been subject to some variation: but then 
he promises wonders of stability and firmness for the 
future. These are mysteries^ of which we must not 
pretend to judge by experience; and, truly, I fear, 
we shall perish in the desert, before we arrive at the 
land of promise. In the regular course of things, the 
period of the Duke of Grafton's ministerial manhood 
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should now be approaching. The imbecility of ln» 
infant state was committed to Lord Chatham. Charles 
Townshend took some care of bis education at that 
ambiguous age, which lies between the follies of po- 
litical childhood, and the vices of puberty. The em^ 
pire of the passions soon succeeded. His earliest 
principles and connexions were of course forgotten or 
despised. The company he has lately kept has been 
of no service to his morals ; and, in the conduct of 
public affairs, we see the character of his time of life 
strongly distinguished. An obstinate, ungovernable 
self-sufficiency plainly points out to us that state of 
imperfect maturity at which the graceful levity of 
youth is lost, and the solidity of experience not yedt 
acquired. It is passible the young man may, in time, 
grow wiser, and reform ; but if I understand his dis- 
position, it is not of such corrigible stuff that we 
should hope for any amendment in him, before he has 
accomplished the destructioa of this country. Like 
other rakes, he may, perhaps, live to see his error, 
but not until he has ruined bis estate. 

PHILO JUNIUS, 
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LETTER XV. 



TO HIS GRACE THE DUKE OF GRAFTON. 

MY LORD, July 8, IT69. 

IF nature had given you an understanding 
qualified to keep pace with the wishes and principles 
of your heart, she would have-made you, perhaps, the 
most formidable minister that ever was employed 
under a limited monarch, to accomplish the ruin of a 
free people. When neither the feelings of shame, the 
reproaches of conscience, nor the dread of punish- 
ment, form any bar to the designs of a minister, the 
people would have too much reasion to lament their 
condition, if they did not find some resource in the 
weakness of his understanding. We owe it to the 
bounty of Providence, that the completest depravity ' 
of the heart is sometimes strangely united with a 
confusion of the mind, which counteracts the most 
favourite principles, and makes the same . man trea- 
cherous without art, and a hypocrite without deceiv- 
ing. The measures, for instance, in which your 
Grace's activity has been chiefly exerted, as they 
were adopted without skill, should have been con- 
ducted with more than common dexterity. But truly, . 
my Lord^ the execution has been as gross as the de*. 
s2 
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sign. By one decisive step you have defeated all the 
arts of writing. You have fairly confounded the in- 
trigues of opposition, and silenced the clamours of 
faction. A dark, ambiguous system might require 
and furnish the materials of ingenious illustration; 
and, in doubtful measures, the virulent exaggeration 
of party must be employed to rouse and engage the 
passions of the people. You have now brought the 
merits of your administration to an issue. On which 
every E^g lishman, of the narrowest capacity, may 
determine for himself. It is not an alarm to the 
passions, but a ealm appeal to the jodgment of the 
fieople, upon their own most essential interests. A 
more experienced minister would not have h&sarded a 
direct invasion of the first principles of the constitu. 
iion, before he had made some progress in subduing 
the spirit of the people.. With such a case as ^ours^ 
my Lord, it is not sufficient that you have the court at 
your devotion, unless you can find means to corrupt 
or intimidate the jury. The collective body of the 
people form that jury, atid from their decision there ia 
but one appeal. 

- Whether you have talents to support yott, at a 
crisis of such difficulty and danger, should long since 
have been considered. Judging truly of yonr dispo« 
sition, you have, perhaps, mistaken the extent of your 
capacity. Oood fiiith and folly have so long beei> 
received bM synonymous terms, that the reverse of the 
propositioB has (rown into credit), and every vilUinr 
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fancies himself a man of abilities. It is the appre- 
hension of your friends, my Lord, that you have 
drawn some hasty conclusion of this sort, and that a 
partial reliance upoii your moral character has be- 
trayed you beyond the depth of your understanding. 
You have now carried things too far to retreat; You 
have plainly declared to the people, what they are to 
expect from the continuance of your administration. 
It is time for your Grace to consider what you also 
may expect in return from their spirit and their re- 
sentment, 

' Since the accession of our most gracious Sovereign 
to the throne, we have seen a system of government 
which may well be called a reign of experiments* 
Parties of all denominations have been employed and 
dismissed. The advice of the ablest men in this coun- 
try has been repeatedly called for, and rejected } and 
when the Royal displeasure has been signified to a 
minister, the marks of it have usually been proper- 
tioned to his abilities and integrity. The spirit of the 
favourite had some apparent influence upon every ad- 
ministration I and every set of ministers preserved an 
appearance of duration as long as they submitted to 
that influence. But there were certain services to be 
performed for the favourite's security, or to gratify 
his resentments, which your predecessors in office had 
the wisdom or the virtue not to undertake. The mo- 
'inent this refractory spirit was discovered, their dis- 
grace was determined. Lord Ch&tham> Mr. 6renTi]le» 
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and Lord Rockingham, have successively had the 
honour to be dismissed for preferring their duty as 
servants of the public, to those compliances which 
were expected from their station. A submissive ad- 
ministration was at last gradually collected from the 
deserters of all parties, interests, and connexions : and 
nothing remained but to find a leader for these gal- 
lant, well-disciplined troops. Stand forth, my Lord ; 
for thou art the man. Lord Bute found no resource 
of dependence or security in the proud^ imposing su- 
periority of Lord Chatham's abilities j the shrewd, in^ 
flexible judgment of Mr. Grenville ; nor in the mild, 
but determined, integrity of Lord Rockingham. His 
views and situation required a creature void of all thes« 
properties: and he was forced to go through every 
division, resolution, composition, and refinement of 
political chymistry, before he happily arrived at the 
caput mortuum of vitriol in your Grace. Flat and 
insipid in your rethred state ; but brought into action, 
you became vitriol again. Such are the extremes o^ 
alternate indolence or fury, which have governed your 
whole administration. Your circumstances, with re- 
gard to the people, soon becoming desperate, like 
other honest servants, you determined to involve the 
best of masters in the same difficulties with yourself. 
We owe it to your Grace's well-directed labours, that 
your Sovereign has been persuaded to doubt of the 
affections of his subjects, and the people to suspect 
J^e virtues of their Sovereign, at a time when both 
ivere unquestionable. You have degraded the Royal 



JUNIUS. 83 

dignity into a base and dishonoarable competition 
with Mr. Wilkes : nor had you abilities to carry even 
the last contemptible triumph over a private man, 
without the grossest violation of the fundamental laws 
of the constitution and rights of the people. But 
these are rights, my Lord, which you can no more 
annihilate, than you can the soil to which they are 
annexed. The question no longer turns upon points 
of national honour and security abroad, or on the 
degrees of expedience and propriety of measures at 
home. It was not inconsistent that you should aban- 
don the cause of liberty, in another country, which 
you had persecuted in your own : and, in the common 
arts of domestic corruption, we miss no part of Sir 
Robert Walpole's system, except his abilities. In 
this humble, imitative line, you might long have pro- 
ceeded safe and contemptible. You might probably 
never have risen to the dignity of being hated, and 
even have been despised with moderation. But it 
seems you meant to be distingnished ; and, to a mind 
like yours, there was no other road to fame but by the 
destruction of a noble fabric, which you thought had 
been too long the admiration of mankind. — ^The use 
you have made of the military force, introduced an 
alarming change in the mode of executing the laws. 
The arbitrary appointment of Mr. Luttrell invades 
the foundation of the laws themselves, as it mani- 
festly transfers the right of legislation from those 
whom the people have chosen, to those whom they 
have rejected. With a succession of such appoint- 
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ments, we may soon see a House of Commons col- 
lected, in the choice of which the other towns and 
counties of England will have as little share as the 
devoted county of Middlesex. 

Yet I trust your Grace will find that the people of 
this country are neither to be intimidated by violent 
measures, nor deceived by refinements. When they 
see Mr. Luttrell seated in the House of Commons, by 
mere dint of power, and in direct opposition to the 
choice of a whole county, they will not listen to those 
subtilties by which every arbitrary exertion of autho* 
rity is explained into the law and privilege of parlia- 
ment. It requires no persuasion of argument, but 
simply the evidence of the senses, to convince them, 
that, to transfer the right of election from the collec- 
tive to the representative body of the people, contra- 
dicts all those ideas of a House of Commons which 
they have received from their forefathers, and which 
they had already, though vainly, perhaps, delivefed to 
their children. Tlie principles on which this violent 
measure has been defended, have added scorn to in- 
jury, and forced us to feel that we are not only op- 
pressed, but insulted. 

With what force, my Lord, with what protection, 
are you prepared to meet the united detestation of the 
people of England ? The city of London has given a 
generous exam) le to the kingdom, in what manner -a 
of this country ought to be addressed: and, I 
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jfiftncy, my lA)rd, it is dot yet in your courage, to 
stand between your Sovereign, and the addresses of 
his subjects. The injuries you have done this conn* 
try are such as demand not only redress, bnt ven- 
geance. In vain shall you look for protection to that 
venal vote which you have already paid for : another 
must be purchased; and, to save a minister, the 
House of Commons must declare themselves not only 
independent of their constituents, but the determined 
taemies of the constitution. Consider, my Lord^ 
whether this be an extremity to which their fears will 
permit them to advance : or, if their protection should 
fail you, how far you are authorized to rely upon the 
sincerity of those smiles^ which a pious court lavishes 
without reluctance upon a libertine by profession. It 
is not, indeed, the least of the thousand contradictions 
which attend you, that a man, marked to the world by 
the grossest violation of all ceremony and decomm, 
should be the first servant of a court, in which {>ray* 
ers are morality, and kneeling is religion. 

Trust not too far to appearances, by which your 
predecessors have been deceived, though they have 
not been injured. Even the best of princes may at 
last discover, that this is a contention in which every 
thing may be lost, but nothing can be gained ; and, as 
you became Minister by accident, were adopted with- 
out choice, trusted without confidence, and continued 
without favour, be assured, that whenever an occa- 
sion presses, you will be discarded without even the 
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forms of regret. You will then have reason to be 
thankful, if you are permitted to retire to that seat of 
learning, which, in contemplation of the system of 
your life, the comparative purity of your manners, 
with those of their high steward, and a thousand other 
recommending circumstances, has chosen you to en- 
courage the growing virtue of their youth, and to 
preside over their education. "Whenever the spirit of 
distributing prebends and bishoprics shall have de- 
parted from you, you will find that learned seminary 
perfectly recovered from. the delirium of an installa- 
tion, and, what in truth it ought to be, once more a 
peaceful scene of slumber and thoughtless meditation. 
The venerable tutors of the university will no longer 
distress your modesty, by proposing you for a pat- 
tern to their pupils. The learned dulness of declar 
nation will be silent ; and even the venal muse, though 
happiest in fiction, will forget your virtues. Yet, 
for the benefit of the succeeding age, I could wish 
that your retreat might be deferred until your morals 
shall happily be ripened to that maturity of corrup- 
tion, at which the worst examples cease to be con- 
tagiou8» 

JUNIUS. 
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LETTER XVI. 



TO TH« 

PRINTER OF THE PUBLIC ADVERTISER. 

SIR, July 19, 1769. 

A GREAT deal of useless argument might 
have heen saved, in the political contest which has 
arisen, from the expulsion of Mr, Wilkes, and the 
suhsequent appointment of Mr. Luttrell, if the ques- 
tion had been once stated with precision, to the satis- 
faction of each party, and clearly understood by them 
both. — But in this, as in almost every other dispute, 
it usually happens that much time is lost in referring 
to a multitude of cases and precedents, which prove 
nothing to the purpose; or in maintaining proposi* 
tions, which are either not disputed, or, whether they 
be admitted or denied, are entirely indifferent as to 
the matter in debate ; until at last the mind, per- 
plexed and confounded with the endless subtilties of 
controversy, loses sight of the main question, and 
never arrives at truth. Both parties in the dispute 
are apt enough to practise these dishonest artifices. 
The man who is conscious of the weakness of his 
cause is interested in concealing it: and, on the other 
sidci it is not uncommon to see a good cause mangled 
\)J advocates^ who do not know the real strength of it. 
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custom of parliament, once clearly proved, is equally 
binding with the common and statute law. 

The consideration of what may be reasonable, or 
unreasonable, makes no part of this quet^tion. We 
are enquiring what the law is, not what it ought to 
be. Reason may be applied to shew the impropriety 
or expedience of a lawj but we must have either 
statute or precedent to prove the existence of it. At 
the same time, I do not mean to admit that the late 
resolution of the House of Commons is defensible on 
general principles of reason, any more than in law. 
This is not the hinge on which the debate turns. 

Supposing, therefore, that I hare laid, down an 
accurate state of the question, I will venture to affirm, 
1st, That there is no statute existing, by which that 
specific disability which we speak of is created. If 
there be, let it be produced. The argument will then 
be at an end. 

2dly, That there is no precedent, in all the pro^ 
ceedings of the House of Commons, which comes 
entirely home to the present case, viz. ** Where an 
" expelled member has been returned again, and 
" another candidate, with an inferior number of votes, 
** has been declared the sitting member." If there be 
such a precedent, let it be given to us plainly ; and 
I am sure it will have more weight than all the cuu« 
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iiing arguments which have been drawn from inferences 
and probabilities. 

The Ministry, in that laborious pamphlet, which, 
I presume, conUins the whole strength of the party, 
have declared, " That Mr. Walpole's was the first and 
" only instance in which the electors of any county or 
•* boroagh had returned a person expelled to serve in 
" the same parliament." It is not possible to con- 
ceive a case more exactly in point Mr. Walpole was 
expelled ; and, having a majority of votes at the next 
election, was returned again. The friends of Mr. 
Taylor, a candidate set up by the ministry, peti- 
tioned the House that he might be the sitting miem- 
ber. Thus far the circumstances tally exactly, except 
that our House of Commons saved Mr. Luttrell the 
trouble of petitioning. The point of the law, however, 
was the same. It came regularly before the House, 
and it was their business to determine upon it. They 
did determiue it ; for they declared Mr. Taylor not 
duly elected. If it be said, that they meant this re- 
solution as matter of ftvour and indulgence to the 
borough, which had retorted Mr, Walpole upon them, 
rn order that the bui^esses, knowing what the law was, 
might correct their error, I answer, 

I. That it is a strange way of arguing, to oppose 
a supposition, which uo man can prove, to a fact 
which proves itself. 
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II. That if ibis were the intention of the House of 
Commons, it must have defeated itself. The bur- 
gesses of Lynn could never have known their error, 
much less could they have correcited it by any instruc- 
tion they received from the proceedings of the House 
of Commons. They might, perhaps, hare foreseen, 
that if they returned Mr. Walpole again, he would 
again be rejected ; but they never could infer, from 
It resolution by which the candidate with the fewest 
rotes was declared not duly elected, that, at a future 
election, and in similar circumstances, the House 
of Commons would reverse their resolution, and re- 
ceive the same candidate as duly elected, whom they 
had before rejected. 

This, indeed, would have been a most extraordinary . 
way of declaring the law of parliament, and what, 
I presume, no man, whose understanding is not at 
•TOSS purposes with itself, could possibly understand. 

If, in a case of this importance, I thought myself 
at liberty to argue from suppositions rather than from 
facts, I think the probability, in this instance, is 
directly the reverse of what the Ministry affirm ; and 
that it is much more likely that the house of Com- 
mons, at that time, would rather have strained a point 
in favour of Mr. Taylor, than that they would have 
violated the law of parliament, and robbed Mr. Tay- 
lor of a right legally vested in him, to gratify a re*^ 
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fi^actory borough, which, iu defiance of them, had 
returned a person branded with the strongest mark of 
the displeasure of the House. 

But really. Sir, this way of talking (for I cannot 
call it argument,) is a mockery of the common nnder«> 
standing of the nation, too gross to be endured. Our 
dearest interests are at stake. An attempt has been 
made, not merely to rob a single county of its rights, 
but, by ineyitable consequence, to alter the consti* 
tution of the House of Commons. This fatal attempt 
has succeeded, and stands as a precedent recorded 
for ever. If the ministry are unable to defend their 
cause by fair argument, founded on facts, let them 
spare us, at least, the mortification of being amused 
and deluded, like children. I believe, there is yet 
.tt spirit of resistance in this country, which will not 
submit to be oppressed ^ but I am sure there is a 
fund of good sense in thig country, which cannot bt 
tieceivod. 

JUNIUS. 
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LETTER XVII. 



PRINTER OP THE PUBLIC ADVERTISER, 

SIR, Aagost 1, 1769, 

IT will not be necessary for Junius to take 
the trouble of answering your correspondent G. A. or 
the quotation from a €^eech without doors, published 
in your paper of the ^8th of last month. The speech 
appeared before Junius's letter ; and, as the author 
seems to consider the great proposition on which all 
his argument depends, viz. that Mr. Wilkes was under 
thai known legal incapacity of which Junius speaks, as a 
point granted, his speech is in no shape an answer to 
Junius, for this is the very question in debate. 

As to 6. A. I observe, first, that if he did not admit 
Junius's state of the question, he should have shewa 
the fallacy of it, or given us a more exact one. Se- 
condly, that, considering the many hours and days 
which the Ministry and their advocates have wasted 
in public debate, in compiling large quartos, and 
collecting innumerable precedents, expressly to prove, 
that the late proceedings of the House of Commoni 
are warranted by the law, custom, and practice of 
parliament, it is rather an extraordinary suppositioa 
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to be made by one of their own party, even for the 
take of argument, that no such statute, no such custom 
of parliament, no such case in point, can be produced, 
G. A. may, however, make the supposition with safety. 
It contains nothing but literally the fact ; except that 
there is a case exactly in point, with a decision of the 
, House, diametrically opposite to that which the pre- 
ftent House of Commons came to in favour of Mr. 
Luttrell. 

The Ministry now begin to be ashamed of the weak- 
Qcss of their cause; and as it usually happens with 
falsehood, are driven to the necessity of shifting their 
ground, and changing their whole defence. At first 
we were told, that nothing could be clearer, than that 
the proceedings of the House of Commons were justi- 
fied by the known law and uniform custom of parlia- 
ment. Sut now, it seems, if there be no law, the 
House of Commons have a right to make one ; and, 
if there be no precedent, they have a right to create 
the first : for this, I presume, is the amount of the 
questions proposed to Junius. If your correspondent 
had been at all versed in the law of parliament, or ge- 
nerally in the laws of this country, he would have 
seen that this defence is as weak and false as the 
former. 

The privileges of either House of Parliament, it is 
true, are indefinite : that is, they have not been de- 
scribed or laid down in any one code or declaration 
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whatsoever; but, whenever a question of privilege, 
has arisen, it has invariably been disputed or main- 
tained upon the footing of precedents alone *. In the 
course of the proceedings upon the Aylesbury elec- 
tion, the House of Lords resolved, " That neither 
** House of Parliament had any power, by any vote 
** or declaration, to create to themselves any new 
" privilege, that was not warranted by the known 
*• laws and customs of Parliament.'* — ^And to this 
rule, the House of Commons, though otherwise they 
had acted in a very arbitrary manner, gave their as- 
sent i for they affirmed, that they had guided them- 
selves by it, in asserting their privileges. Now, Sir, if 
this be true, with respect to matters of privilege, in 
which the House of Commons, individually, and as 
a body, are principally concerned, how much more 
strongly will it hold against any pretended power in 
that House to create or declare a new law, by which 
not only the rights of the House over their own mem- 
ber, and those of the member himself, are included, 
but also those of a third and separate party ; I mean 
the freeholders of the kingdom ? To do justice to the 
Ministry, they have not yet pretended that any one, 
or any two, of the three Estates, have power to make 
a new law, without the concurrence of the third. 
They know, that a man who maintains such a doctrine. 



• This is still meeting the ministry upon their own grotmd ; 
for, in truth, no precedenU will sopport either natural la- 
justice, or violation of positive rights. 
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U liable, by statute, to the heaviest penalties. They 
tio not acknowledge that the House of Commons have 
Assumed a new privilege, or declared a new law. On 
the contrary, they affirm, that their proceedings have, 
been strictly conformable to, and founded upon, the 
ancient law and custom of Parliament. Thus, there- 
fore, the question returns to the point at which Junius 
bad fixed it, viz. Whether or no this be the law qf Par* 
liament f If it be not, the House of Commons had uq 
legal authority to establish the precedent 5 and th« 
precedent itself is a mere fact, without any proof of 
riglit whatsoever. 

Your correspondent concludes witli a question ol 
the simplest nature : Must a thing be wrong, because it 
has never been done before f No. But, admitting it 
were proper to be done, that alone does not convey an 
authority to do it. As to the present case, 1 hope J 
shall never see the time, when not only a single per- 
son, but a whole county, and, in effect, the entire col- 
lective body of the people, may again be robbed of 
their birth-right by a vote of the House of Commons. 
But if, for reasons which I am unable to comprehend, 
it be necessary to trust that House with a power so 
exorbitant and so unconstitutional, at least let it b< 
given to them by an act of the legislature. 

PHILO 4XJNIUS. 
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LETTER XVIII. 



TO SIR WILLIAM BLACKSTONS, 

SoUciior General to Her Miyetiy, 

SIR, Jaly 29, I76(j. 

I SHALL make you no apology for con- 
sidering a certain pamphlet, in which your late con- 
dHct is defended, as written by yourself. The per- 
sonal interest, the personal resentments, and, above 
all, that wounded spirit, unaccustomed ta reproach, 
and, I hope, not frequently conscious of deserving it, 
are signals which betray the author to us, as plainly 
as if your name were in the title-page. You appeal 
to the public, in defence of your reputation. We hold 
it. Sir,' that att injury offered to an individual, is in- 
teresting to society. On this principle, the people of 
England made common cause with Mr^ Wilkes. On 
this principle, if you are injured, they will join in 
your resentment I shall not follow you through the 
insipid form of a third person, but address myself to 
you directly. 

You seem to think the channel of a pamphlet more 
respectable, and better suited to the digaity of your 
cause, than that of a newspaper.— Be it so. Yet^ if 
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newspapers are scurrilous, you must confess they are 
impartial. They give us, without any apparent pre- 
ference, the wit and argument of the Ministry, as well 
as the abusive dulness of the opposition. The scales 
are equally poised. It is not the printer's fault, if th« 
greater weight inclines the balance. 

' Your pamphlet, then, is divided into an attack upon 
Mr. Grenville^s character, and a defence of your own. 
It would have been more consistent, perhaps, with 
your professed intention, to have confined yourself to 
the last But anger has some claim to indulgence, 
and railing is usually a relief to the mind. I hope 
yon have found benefit from the experiment. It is 
not my design to enter into a formal vindication of 
Mr. Grenville upon his own principles. I have neither 
the honour of being personally known to him, nor do 
I pretend to be completely master of all the facts. I 
need not jun the risk of doing an injustice to his 
opinions, or to his conduct, when your pamphlet 
alone carries, upon the face of it, a full vindication of 
both. 

Your first reflection is, that Mr. Grenville* was, of 
all men, the person who should not have complained 



* Mr. Grenville had quoted a passage from the Doctor's 
excellent Commentaries, wh/ch directly contradicted the 
doctrine maintained by the Doctor in the House of Com- 
mons. 
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ef inconsfstence with regard to Mr. Wilkes. This, 
Sir, is either an unmeaning soeer, a peevish expres- 
sion of resentment; or, if it means any thin^, you 
plainly beg the question : for, whether his parliamen- 
tary conduct, with regard to Mr. Wilkes, has, or has 
not, been inconsistent^ remains yet to be proved. 
!But it seems he received upon the spot a sufficient 
chastisement for exercising so unfa'rly his talents of 
hiisrepresentation. You are a lawyer. Sir, and know 
better than I do upon what particular occasions a ta- 
lent for misrepresentation may be /a/V/2/ exerted; but 
to punish a man a second time, when he has been onctf 
sufficiently chastised, is rather soo severe. It is not iff 
the laws of England ; it is not in your own commen- 
taries; nor is it yet, I believe, in the new law you 
have revealed to the House of Commons. I hope thitf 
doctrine has no existence but in your own heart* 
After all, Sir, if you had consulted that sober discre* 
lion, which you seem to oppose with triumph, to the 
lionest jollity oi a tavern, it might have occurred t* 
you, that although you could have succeeded in fixing 
a charge of inconsistence upon Mr. Grenville, it 
would not have tended in any shape to exculpate 
yourself. 

Your next insinuation, that Sir William Meredith 
had hastily adopted the false glosses of his new ally, 
is of the same sort with the first. It conveys a sneer* 
as little worthy of the gravity of your character, as it 
is useless to your defence. It is of little moment to th^ 
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public to enquire, by whom the charge was conceiTed, 
or by whom it was adopted. The only question we ask 
is, whether or not it be true ? The remainder of your 
reflections upon Mr. Grenville's conduct, destroy them- 
selves. He could not possibly come prepared to tra- 
duce your integrity to the house ; he could not foresee 
that you would even speak upon the question,; much 
less could he foresee that you would maintain a direct 
contradiction of that doctrine which you had solemnly, 
disinterestedly, and, upon the soberest reflection, de- 
livered to the public. He came armed, indeed, with 
what he thought a respectable authoiity, to support, 
what he was convinced, was the cause of truth ; and, 
I doubt not, he intended to give you, in the course of 
the debate, an honourable and public testimony of his 
esteem. Thinking highly of his abilities, I cannot, 
however, allow him the gift of divination. As to what 
you are pleased to call a plan, coolly formed to im- 
pose upon the House of Commons, and his producing 
it, without provocation, at midnight, I consider it as 
the language of pique and invective, therefore, un- 
worthy of regard. — ^But, Sir, I am sensible I hare 
followed your example too long, and wandered from 
the point. 

The quotation from your commentaries is matter of 
record. It can neither be altered by your friends, nor 
misrepresented by your enemies ; and I am willing to 
take your own word for what you have said in th« 
House of Commons. If there ^e a real difference 
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between what you have written, and what you have 
spoken, you confess that your book ought to be the 
standard. Now, Sir, if words mean any thing, I ap- 
prehend, that, when a long enumeration of disquali- 
fications (whether by statute, or the custom of parlia- 
nient) concludes with these general comprehensive 
words, " but subject to these restrictions and disqua- 
** lifications, every subject of the realm is eligible of 
" common right;" a reader, of plain understanding, 
must of course rest satisfied, that no species of disqua- 
lification whatsoever had been omitted. The known 
character of the author, and the apparent accuracy 
with which the whole work is compiled, would confirm 
him in his opinion : nor could he possibly form any 
other judgment, without looking upon your commen- 
taries in the same light in which you consider those 
penal laws, which, though not repealed, are fallen 
into disuse, and are now, in effect, a snare to the 
unwary *, 

You tell us, indeed, that it was not part of your 
plan to specify any temporary incapacity ; and that 
you could not, without a spirit of prophecy, have spe- 
cified the disability of a private individual, subsequent 
ito the period at which you wrote. What your plan 



• If, in Jtating the law upon any point, a judge delibe- 
rately Hffirms that he has incladed every case, and itshonld 
appear that be has purposely omilted a material case, he 
iocs, in effect, lay a snare for the unwary. 
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was, I know not; but what it should have been, in 
order to complete the work you have given us, is by 
no means difficult to determine. The incapacity, 
which you call temporary, may continue seven years j 
and though you might not have foreseen the particu- 
lar case of Mr. Wilkes, you might, and should, have 
foreseen the possibility of such a case, and told us 
how far the House of Commons were authorized to 
proceed in it, by the law and custom of parliament. 
The freeholdars of Middlesex would then have known 
what they had to trust to, and would never have re* 
turned Mr. Wilkes, when Colonel Luttrell was a can« 
didate against him. They would have chosen some 
indifferent person, rather than submit to be repre- 
sented by the object of their contempt and detes- 
tation. 

Your attempt to distinguish between disabilities, 
which affect whole classes of men, and those which 
affect individuals only, is really unworthy of your 
understanding. Your commentaries had taught me, 
that, although the instance in which a penal law 
is exerted, be particular, the laws themselves are ge- 
neral : they are made for the benefit and instruction 
of the public, though the penalty falls only upon an 
individual. You cannot but know. Sir, that what was 
Mr. Wilkes's case yesterday, may be yours or mine 
to-morrow, and that, consequently, the common right 
of £very subject of tho realm is invaded by it. Pra- 
F 2 
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fessingi therefore, to treat of the constitution of th» 
House of Commons, and of the laws and customs re- 
lative to that constitution, you certainly were guilty of 
a most unpardonahle omission, in taking no notice of 
a right and privilege of the House, more extraordi* 
nary and more arbitrary than all the others they 
possess, put together. If the expulsion uf a member, 
not under any legal disability, of itself creates in him 
an incapacity to be elected, I see a.ready way marked 
out, by which the majority may, at any time, remove 
the honestest and ablest men who happen to be in 
opposition to them. To say that they will not mak« 
this extravagant use of their power, would be a lan- 
guage unfit for a man so learnad in the laws as yoa 
are. By your doctrine. Sir, they have the power; and 
laws, you know, are intended to guard against what 
men may do, not to trust to what they will do* 

Upon the whole. Sir, the charge against yoa is of a 
plain, simple nature ; it appears even upon the face 
of your own pamphlet. On the contrary, your justifi- 
cation of yourself is full of subtilty and refinement, 
and in some places not very intelligible. If I were 
personally your enemy, I should dwell with a malig* 
nant pleasure upon those great and usefnl qualifica- 
tions which you certainly possess, and by which yim 
once acquired, though they could not preserve to yon, 
the respect and esteem of your country; I should 
•numerate the honours you hove lost, and the virtues 
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you have disgraced ; but, having no private resent- 
ments to gratify, I think it sufficient to have given my 
opinion of your public conduct, leaving the punish- 
ment it deserves to your closet and to yourself. 

JUNIUS.. 



I^ETTER XIX. 

ADDRESSED TO THE 

PRINTER OF THE PUBLIC ADVERTISER. 

SIR, August 14, 1769. 

A CORRESPONDENT of the St. James's 
Evening Post first wilfully misunderstands Junias,. 
then censures him for a bad reasoner. Junius does 
not say that it was incumbent upon Doctor Blackstone 
to forsee and state the crimes for which Mr. Wilkes 
was expelled. If, by a spirit of prophecy, he had 
even done so, it would have been nothing to the pur- 
pose. The question is, not for what particular offences 
a person may be expelled, but, generally, whether, 
by the law of parliament, expulsion alone creates a 
disqualification. If the affirmative be the law of 
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parliament, Doctor Blackstone might, and should, 
have told us so. The question is not confined to this 
or that particular person, but forms one great gene- 
ral branch of disqualification, too important in itself, 
and too extensive in its consequences, to be omitted 
in an accurate work expressly treating of the law of 
parliament. 

The truth of the matter is evidently this : Doctor 
Blackstone, while he was speaking in the House of 
Commons, never once thought of his commentaries, 
until the contradiction was unexpectedly urged, and 
stared him in the face. Instead of defending himself 
upon the spot, he sunk under the charge in an agony 
of confusion and despair. It is well known that there 
was a pause of some minutes in the House, from a 
general expectation that the Doctor would say some- 
thing in his own defence ; but it seems his faculties 
were too much overpowered to think of those subtil- 
ties and refinements which have since occurred to 
him. It was then Mr. Grenville received that severe 
chastisement which the Doctor mentions with so much 
triumph: / xmsk the honourable gentieman, instead qf 
shaking his head, would shaJce a good argument out of it* 
If to the elegance, novelty, and bitterness of this 
ingenious sarcasm, we add the natural melody of the 
amiable Sir Fletcher Norton's pipe, we shall not be 
surprised that Mr. Grenville was unable to make him 
any reply. 
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J\8 to the Doctor, I would recommend it to him to 
be quiet. If not, he may, perh^pi, hear again from 
Junius himself. 

PHILO JUNIUS. 



Postscript io a- Pamphlet, entitled, " An Answer to 
the Question stated.^ * Supposed to be written by 
Dr. Blojckstone, Solicitor to the Queen, in answer to 
JuniusU Letter, 

Since these papers were sent to the press, a writer, 
in the public papers, who subscribes himself Junius, 
has made a feint of bringing this question to a short 
issue. Though the foregoing observations contain, 
in my opinion, at least a full refutation of all that 
this writer has offered, I shall, however, bestow a 
very few words upon him. It will cost me very little 
trouble to unravel and expose the sophistry 4i>f his 
argument. 

< I tale the question <says he) to be strictly this t 

* Whether or no it be the known established law of 

* Parliament, that the expulsion of a member of the 

< House of Commons, of itself, creates in him such 

< an incapacity to be re-elected, that, at a subsequent 

* election, any votes given to him are null and void ; 

* and that any other candidate, who, except the person 
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' expelled, has the greatest number of votes, ought t« 
' he the sitting member.' 

Waving, for the present, any objection I may have 
to this state of the question, I shall venture to meet 
our champion upon his own ground ; and attempt to 
support the affirmative of it, in one of the two way* 
by which he says it can be alone fairly supported. 

* If there be no statute (says he) in which the specific 

* disability is clearly created, &c. (and we acknow. 
' ledge there is none,) the custom of Parliament must 
' then be referred to ; and some case, or cases, strictly 
' in point, must be produced, with the decision of the 

* court upon them.' Now, I assert, that this has 
been done. Mr. Walpole's case is strictly in point, 
to prove that expulsion creates absolute incapacity of 
being re-elected. This was the clear decision of the 
House upon it; and wias a full declaration, that in- 
capacity was the necessary consequence of expulsion. 
The law was as clearly and firmly fixed by this reso- 
lution, and is as binding in every subsequent case of 
expulsion, as if it had been declared by wa. express 
statute, that a "member, expelled by a resolution 
*' of the House of Commons, shall be deemed inca- 
«* pable of being re-elec1;ed," Whatever doubt thett 
there might have been of the law, before Mr. Wal- 
pole's case, witti respect to the full operation of a 
vote of expulsion, there can be none now. The de- 
cision of the House, upon this case, is strictly t& 



point, to prove, that expalsion creates absolute inca- 
pacity in law of being re-elected. 

But incapacity, in law, in this instance, must have 
the same operation and effect with incapacity in law 
in every other instance. Now, incapacity of being 
re-elected, impliesi in its very terms, that any votes 
given to the incapable person, at a subsequent elec- 
tion, are null and void. This is its necessary opera- 
tion, or it has no operation at all : It is vox et 
prteterea nihil. We can no more be called upon to 
prove this proposition, than we can to prove that a 
dead man is not alive; or, that twice two are four. 
When the terms are understood, the proposition is 
self-evident. 

Lastly, it is, in all cases of election, the known 
and established law of the land, grounded upon the 
clearest principles of reason and common sense, that 
if the votes given to one candidate are null and void^ 
they cannot be opposed to the votes given to another 
candidate ; they cannot affect the votes of such can- 
didate at all. As they have, on the one hand; no 
positive quality to add or establish, so have they on 
the other hand, no negative one to subtract or destroy. 
They are, in a word, a mere nonentity. Such was 
the determination of the House of Commons in the 
Maiden and Bedford elections; cases strictly in point 
to the present question, as far as they are meant to 
be in point. And to say that they are not in point 
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in all circumstances, in those particularly which are 
independent of the proposition which they are quoted 
to prove, is to say no more than that Maiden is not 
Middlesex, nor Serjeant Comyns Mr. Wilkes. 

Let us then see how our proof stands. Expulsion 
creates incapacity, incapacity annihilates any votes 
given to the incapable person ; the votes given to the 
qualified candidate stand, upon their own bottom, 
firm and untouched, and can alone have effect. This, 
one would think, would be sufficient, But we are 
stopped short, and told, that none of our precedents 
come home to the present case, and are challenged to 
produce, " a precedent in all the proceedings of the 
<' House of Commons that does come home to it, viz. 
'' tvkere an expelled member has been returned agmn, and 
^* another candidate, with an inferior number of votes^ has 
'" been declared the sitting member^** 

Instead of a precedent, I will beg leave to put a 
case ; which, I fancy, will be quite as decisive to the 
present point. Suppose another Sacheverell (and 
every party must have its Sacheverell), should at 
some future election, take it into his head to offer 
himself a candidate for the county of Middlesex.— 
He is opposed by a candidate whose coat is of a dif- 
ferent colour, but, however, of a very good colour* 
The divine has an indisputable majority; nay» the 
poor layman is absolutely distanced. The sheriff^ 
after having had his conscience well informed by the 
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reverend casuist, returns him, as he supposes, duly- 
elected. The whole House is in an uproar, at the 
apprehension of so strange an appearance amongst 
them. A motion, however, is at length made, that 
the person was incapable of being elected ; that his 
election, therefore, is null and void.; and that his 
competitor ought to have been returned. No, says 
a great orator ; first shew me your law for this pro- 
ceeding. ** Either produce me a statute, in which 
<' the specific disability of a clergyman is created , 
•' or produce me a precedent, where a clergyman 
** has been returned, and another candidate, with an 
" inferior number of votes, has been declared the sitting 
** member, ^^ No such statute, no such precedent, to 
be found. What answer then is to be given to thi« 
Hlemand ? The very same answer which I will give to 
that of Junius. That there is more than one prece- 
dent in the proceedings of the House, " where an 
^* incapable person has been returned, and another 
" candidate, with an inferior number of votes, has 
** been declared the sitting member ; and that this is 
" the known and established law, in all cases of inca- 
*' pacity, from whatever cause it may arise.'* 

I shall now, therefore, beg leave to make a slight 
amendment to Junius's state of the question, the af- 
firmative of which will then stand thus« 

" It is the known and established law of Parliament, 
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" that^ the expulsion of any member of the House of 
** Commons creates in him an incapacity of being re- 
'' elected ; that any votes given to him at a subsequent 
" election, are, in consequence of such incapacity, 
*' null and void ; and that any other candidate, who, 
** except the person rendered incapable, has the 
** greatest number of votes, ought to be the sitting 
" member." 

But our business is not yet quite finished. Mr. 
Walpole's case must have a re-hearing. '* It is not 
" possible," says this writer, ** to conceive a case 
" more exactly in point Mr. Walpole was expelled, 
*' and, having a majority of votes at the next election, 
«« was returned again. The friends of Mr. Taylor, s 
** candidate set up by the ministry, petitioned th« 
<* House that he might be the sitting member. Thu» 
" far the circumstances tallj' exactly ^ except that 
** our House of Commons saved Mr. Luttrell the 
«* trouble of petitioning. The point of law, however^ 
'* was the same. It came regularly before the House^ 
" and it was their business to determine upon it. 
" They did determine it ; for they declared Mr. Tay- 
«« lor not duly elected," 

Instead of examining the justness of this represent 
tation, I shall beg leave to oppose against it my own 
view of the case, in as plain a manner, and as few 
words, as I am able« 
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It was the known and established law of Parliament, 
when the charge against Mr. Walpole came before the 
House of Commons, that they bad power to expel, to 
disable, and to render incapable for offences. In 
virtue of this power they expelled him. 

Had they, in the very vote of expulsion, adjud/];cd 
bim, in terms, to be incapable of being re-elccted, 
there must have been at once an end with him. But 
though tbe right of the House, both to expel, and 
adjudge incapable, was clear and indubitable, it doet 
not appear to me, that the full operation and effect 
of a vote of expulsion singly was so. The law in thif 
jcase had never been expYessly declared j there had 
been no event to call up such a declaration. I tronblo 
not myself with the grammatical meaning of the word 
expulsion ; I regard only its legal meaning. This was 
not, as I think, precisely fixed. The House thought 
proper to fix it, and explicitly to declare the full con* 
•equences of their former vote, before they suffered 
these consequences to take effect : And in this pro* 
ceeding they acted upon the most liberal and solid 
principles of equity, justice, and law. What then 
did tbe burgesses of Lynn collect from the second 
vote ? Their subsequent conduct will tell us ; it will 
with certainty tell us, that they considered it as de- 
cisive against Mr. Walpole. It will also, with equal 
certainty, tell us, that, upon supposition that the 
Uw of election stood then a$ it doet now, and tbai 
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they knew it to stand thus, they inferred, " that, at « 
** future election, and in case of a similar return, the 
*' house would receive the same candidate, as duly 
** elected, whom they had before rejected.'* They 
could infer nothing but this* 

It is needless to repeat the circumstance of dissimi- 
larity in the present case : It will be sufficient to 
observe, that, as the law of Parliament, upon which 
the House of Commons grounded every step of their 
proceedings was clear beyond the reach of doubt, so 
neither could the freeholders of Middlesex be at a lofls 
to foresee what must be the inevitable consequence 
of their proceedings in opposition to it ; for, upon 
every return of Mr. Wilkes, the house made enquiry 
whether any votes were given to any other candidate* 

But I could venture, for the experiment's sake even 
to give this writer the utmost he asks ; to allow tbe 
most perfect similarity throughout, in these two cases ; 
to allow that the law of expulsion was quite as clear 
to the burgesses of Lynn as to the freeholders of Mid- 
dlesex. It will, I am confident, avail his cause but 
little. It will only prove, that the law of election, at 
that time, was different from the present law. It will 
prove, that, in all cases of an incapable candidate 
returned, the law then was, that the whole election 
should be void. But now we know that this is not 
law^ The cases of Maiden and Bedford vrere, as has 
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^en seeo, deteimined upon other and more just prin* 
ciples. And these determinations are, I imagine, ad- 
Ynitted on all sides to be law, 

I would willingly draw a veil over the remaining 
part of this paper. It is astonishing, it is painful, to 
see men of parts and ability giving into the most 
unworthy artifices, and descending so much below 
their true line of character. But, if they are not the 
dupes of their sophistry, (which is hardly to be con- 
ceived) let them consider that they are something 
much worse. 

The dearest interests of this country are its laws, 
and its constitution. . Against every attack upon these 
there will, I hope, be always found amongst us the 
firmest spirit of resistance ; superior to the united efforts 
of faction and ambition. For, ambition, though it 
does not always take the lead of faction, will be sure, 
in the end, to make the most fatal advantage of it, 
and draw it to its own purposes. But, I trust, our 
day of trial is yet far off; and there is a fund qf good 
sense in tJus country y which cannot long be deceived by the 
arts either of false reasoning, or false patriotism. 
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LETTER XX. 



PRINTER OF THE PUBUC ADVERTJSEIU 

SIR, Angnst 8, 1769. 

THE gentleman who has published an an- 
swer to Sir William Meredith's pamphlet, having ho* 
nonred me with a postscript of six quarto pages, which 
he moderately calls bestowing a very few words upon 
me, I cannot, in common politeness, refuse him a re- 
ply. The form and magnitude of a quarto imposes 
upon the mind^ and men, who are unequal to th« 
labour of discussing an intricate argument, or wish to 
avoid it, are willing enough to suppose that much hat 
been proved, because much has been said* Mine, I 
confess, are humble labours. I do not presume to 
instruct the learned, but simply to inform the body of 
the people * and I prefer that channel of conveyance 
which is likely to spread farthest among them. The 
advocates of the Ministry seem to me to write for 
fame, and to flatter themselves, that the size of their 
works will make them immortal. They pile up re- 
luctant quarto upon solid folio, as if their labours, 
because they are gigantic, could contend with truth 
and heaven. 
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Tlie writer of the volume in question meets me 
iipon my own ground. He acknowledges there is no 
statute by which the specific disability we speak of is 
created ; but he affirms, that the custom of parliament 
has been referred to, and that a case strictly in point 
has been produced, with the decision of the court upon 
it. I thank him for coming so fairly to the point. He 
asserts, that the case of Mr. Walpole is strictly in 
point, to prove that expulsion creates an absolute in- 
capacity of being re-elected ; and for this, purpose, ho 
refers generally to ther-&«t vote of the House upon 
that occasion, without venturing to recite the vote 
itself. The unfair, disingenuous artifice of adopting 
that part of a precedent which seems to suit his pur- 
pose, and omitting the remainder, deserves some pity, 
but cannot excite my resentment. He takes advan- 
tage eagerly of the first resolution, by which Mr. 
Walpole's incapacity is declared ; but as to the two 
following, by which the candidate with the fewest votes 
was declared " not duly elected," and the election 
itself vacated, I dare say he would be well satisfied, 
if they were for ever blotted out of the Journals of 
the House of Commons. In fair argument, no part of 
a precedent should be admitted, unless the whole of it 
be given to us together. The author has divided his 
precedent; for he knew, that, taken together, it pro- 
duced a consequence directly the reverse of that which 
he endeavours to draw from a vote of expulsion. But, 
what will this honest person say, if I take him at his " 
word, and demonstrate to him^ that the House of Com- 
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mons never meant to found Mr. Walpole's incapadtf 
upon his expulsion only ? What subterfuge will then 
remain? 

Let it be remembered, that we are speaking of the 
intention of men, who lived more than half a century 
agoj and that such intention can only be collected 
from their words and actions, as they are delivered to 
us upon record. To prove their designs by a suppo- 
sition of what they would have done, opposed to what 
they actually did, is mere trifling and impertinence. 
The vote, by which Mr. Walpole*s incapacity was de- 
clared^ is thus expressed : " That Robert Walpole, 
" Esq. having been, this session of parliament, com- 
*' mitted a prisoner to the Tower, and expelled this 
*' House for a breach of trust in the execution of his 
** office, and notorious corruption, when secretary at 
'* war, was, and is incapable, of being elected a mem- 
" her to serve in this present parliament*." Now^ 



* It is well worth remarking, that the compiler of a cer- 
tain quarto, called, T?ie Case of the last Election for tht 
County qf Middlesex considered, has the impudence to re- 
cite this very vote in the following terms, vide page 11» 
" Resolved, that Rohert Walpole, Esq. having been this 
" session of parliament expelled tlie House, was, and is, in- 
" capable of being elected a member to serve in the pre* 
" sent parliament." There cannot be a stronger positive 
proof of the treachery of the compiler, nor a stronger pre- 
sumptive proof, that he was convinced that the vote, if 
duly recited, would overturn his whole argument. 
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Sir, to my understanding, no proposition of this kind 
can be more evident, than that the House of Commons, 
by this rery vote, themselves understood, and meant 
to declare, that Mr. Walpole's incapacity arose from 
the crimes he had committed, not from the punishment 
the House annexed to them. The high breach of 
trust, the notorious corruption, are stated in the 
■trongest terms. They do not tell us that he was in- 
capable, because he was expelled, but because he had 
been guilty of such offences as justly rendered him 
unworthy of a seat in parliament. — If they had in- 
tended to fix tfte disability upon his expulsion alone, 
the mention of his crimes in the same vote would have 
been highly improper. It could only perplex the 
minds of the electors, who, if they collected any thing 
from so confused a declaration of the law of Parlia- 
ment, must have concluded, that their representative 
had been declared incapable, because he was highly 
guilty, not because he had been punished. But, even 
admitting them to have understood it in the other 
sense, they must then, from the very terms of the 
vote, have united the idea of his being sent to the 
Tower with that of his expulsion, and considered his 
Incapacity as the joint effect of both *. 



• Addressed to the Printer qfthe Public Advertiser, 

Sir, afoy22,1771. 

Very early in the debate upon the decision of the Middle- 
sex election, it was well obaerved by Junius, that the Ho«se 
VOL. I. • 
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I do not mean to give an opinion upon the justice 
of tl)e proceedings of the House of Commons with 



of Commons bad not only exceeded their boasted pre- 
cedent of the expulsion and sabseqaent incapacitation of 
Mr. Walpole, but that they had not even adhered to it strictly 
as far as it went. After convicting Mr. Dyson of giving a 
false quotation from the joornals, and having explained the 
purpose which that contemptible fraud was intended to an- 
swer, he proceeds to state the vote itself by which Mr. Wal- 
pole's supposed incapacity was declared, viz. " Resolved, 
" that Robert Walpole, Esq. having been this session 6f 
** Parliament committed a prisoner to the Tower, and ex- 
" pelled this House for a high breach of trust in. the execu- 
" tion of his office, and notorious corruption when secretary 
" at war, was, and is incapable, of being elected a member 
** to serve in this pi-esent parliament;*' and then observes* 
that, from the terms of the vote, we have no right to annex 
the incapacitation to the etpulHon only ; for that, as the pro- 
position stands, it must arise eqaally from the expulsion and 
the commitment to the Tower. I believe. Sir, no man, who 
knows any thing of dialectics, or who underf^tands English, 
will dispute the truth and fairness of this construction. But 
Junius has a great authority to support him, which, to speak 
with the Duke of Grafton, I accidentally met with this 
morning in the course of my reading. It contains an ad^ 
monition, which cannot be repeated too often. Lord Som* 
mers, in his excellent tract upon the Rights of the People, 
after reciting the votes of the convention of the 88th of Ja* 
nuary, 1689, viz. " That King James the Second, having en- 
" deavoured to subvert the constitution of this kingdom, j|y 
" breaking the original contract between King and People, 
'* and by the advice of Jesuits, and other wicked persons, 
" having violated the fundamental laws, and having with- 
*' drawn himself out of this kingdom, hath abdicated the 
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regard to Mr. Walpole ; but certainly, if I admitted 
their censure to be well-founded, I could no way avoid 



** government," &c.— makes this observation upon it ; "The 
" word abdicated relates to all the clauses foregoing, as well 
" as to his deserting the kingdom, or else they would have 
" been wliolly in vain." And that there might be no pre- 
tence for confining the abdication merely to the toUhdrazoing, 
Lord S(»nnier& farther observes. That King James, by r^fku^ 
ing to govern us according to that law by which he held (Ae 
Crown, did implicitly renounce his title to it. 

If Jtimu^«constroctionof the vote against Mr. Walpole be 
now admitted (and, indeed, I cannot comprehend how it can 
honestly be disputed) the advocates of the House of Com- 
mons must either give up their precedent entirely, or be 
reduced to the necessity of maintaining one of the grossest 
absurdities imaginable, vis. " That a commitment to the 
*' Tower is a constituent part of, and contributes half at 
** least to, the incapacitation of the person who suffers it." 

I need not make yon any excuse for endeavouring to 
keep alive the att^Ation of the public to the decision of the 
Middlesex election. The more I consider it, the more I am 
convinced, that, as a fact, it ia indeed highly injurious to 
the rights of the people ; but that, as a precedent, it is one of 
the most dangerous that ever was established against those 
who are to come after us. Yet, I am so far a moderate man, 
that I verily believe the Majority of the House of Com- 
mons, when they passed this dangerous vote, neither un- 
derstood the question, or knew the consequence of what 
they were doing. Their motives were rather despicable 
than criminal, in the extreme. One effect they certainly 
did not foresee. They are now reduced to such a situatioa 
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agreeing with them in the consequence they drew from 
it. I could never have a doubt, jn law or reason, that 
a man, convicted of a high breach of trust, and of a 
notorious corruption, in the execution of a public 
office, was, and ought to be, incapable of sitting in the 
same parliament. Far from attempting to invalidate 
that vote, 1 should have wished that the incapacity de- 
clared by it could legally have be(?n continued for ever. 

Now, Sir, observe how forcibly the argument re- 
turns. The House of Commons, upon the face of 
their proceedings, had the strongest motives to declare 
Mr. Walpole incapable of being re-elected. They 
thought such a man nnworthy to sit among them. To 



that if a member of the present ITouse of Commons were 
to conduct himself ever so improperly, and, in reality, de- 
serve to b.e sent back to his constituents with a mark of 
disgrace, they would not dare to e^^pel him : because they 
know that the people, in order to try again the great ques- 
tion of rights or to thwart an odious House of Commons, 
would probably overlook his immediate unworthiness, and 
return the same person to parliament. But, in time, the 
precedent will gain strength ; a future House of ^ommons 
will have no sttcb apprehensions ;'coiT5equcntly, will not 
scruple to follow a precedent which they did not establish. 
The miser liim«elf sel,dom lives to enjoy the fruit of his ex- 
tortion, but his heir succeeds to him of course, and takeg 
possession without censure. No man expects him to make 
restitution ; and, no matter for his tiUe,he lives quieUy upon 

tVie estate. 

PHILO JUNIUS.. 
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that point they proceeded, and no farther,; for they 
respected the rights of the people, while they asserted 
their own. They, did not infer, from Mr. Walpole's 
incapacity, that his opponent was duly elected; on 
the contrary, they dechtred Mr. Taylor ** not duly 
elected," and the election itself void. 

Snch, however, is the precedent which my honest 
friend assures us is strictly in point, to prove, that 
expulsion of itself, creates an incapacity of being 
elected. If it had been so, the present House of 
Commons should at least have followed strictly the 
example before them, and should have stated to'us, 
in the same vote, the crimes for which they expelled 
Mr. Wilkes; whereas they rc^solve simply, That, 
" having been expelled, he was and is incapable." 
In this proceeding, I am authorised to affirm, they 
have neither statute, nor custom, nor reason, nor 
one single precedent to support them. On the other 
side, there is, indeed, a precedent so strongly in 
point, that all the enchanted castles of ministerial 
magic fairbefore it. In the year 1698 (a period which 
the rankest Tory dares not except against) Mr. Wol- 
laston was expelled, re-elected, and admitted to take 
his seat in the same parliament. The Ministry have 
precluded themselves from all objections drawn from 
the cause of his expulsion ; for they affirm, absolutely, 
that expulsion, of itself, creates the^ disability. Now^ 
Sir, let sophistry evade, let falsehood assert, and im- 
pudence deny ; here stands the precedent ; a land- 
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mark to direct ns throagh a troubled lea of contro* 
▼ersy, conspicuous and unremoved. 

I have dwelt the longer upon the discussion of thii 
point, because, in my opinion, it comprehends tfao 
whole question. The rest is unworthy of notice. We 
are enquiring whether incapacity be, or be not, created 
by expulsion. In the cases of Bedford and Maiden, 
the incapacity of the persons returned was matter of 
public notoriety, for it was created by act of par- 
liament. But really. Sir, my honest friend's suppo- 
sitions are as unfavourable to him as his facts. He 
well knows that the clergy, besides that they are re- 
presented in common with their fellow-subjects^ have 
also a separate parliament of their own; that their 
incapacity to sit in the House of Commons, has been 
confirmed by repeated decisions of that House; and 
that the law of parliament, declared by those deci- 
sions, has been, for above two centuries, notorious 
and undisputed. The author is certainly at liberty 
to fancy cases, and make whatever comparisons he 
thinks proper : his suppositions still continue as 
distant from fact, as his wild discourses are from 
solid argument. 

The conclusion of his book is candid to an fstreme* 
He offers to grant me all I desire. He thinks he may 
safely admit, that the case of Mr. Walpole makes 
directly against him ; for it seems he has one grand 
solution in petto for all diffiailties. '« If (says be) I 
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** were to allow all this, it will only prove that the law 
" of election was different in Queen Anne'$ time from 
** what it is at pre&ent." 

This, indeed, is more than I expected. The prin- 
eiple, I know, has been maintained in fact 3 but 1 
never expected to see it so formally declared. What 
can he mean ? Does he assume this language to 
satisfy the doubts of the people, or does he mean to 
rouse their indignation ? Are the Ministry daring 
enough to affirm, that the House of Commons have a 
right to make and unmake the law of parliament, 
at their pleasure ? Does the law of parliament, 
which we are often told is the law of the land, does 
the common right of every subject of the realm, de- 
pend upon an arbitrary, capricious vote of one branch 
of the legislature ? The voice of truth and reason 
must be silent. 

The Ministry tell us plainly, that this is no longer 
a question of right, but of pow^r and furce alone. 
What was law yesterday is not law to-day : and now, 
it seems, we have no better rule to live by, than the 
temporary discretion and fluctuating integrity of the 
House of Commons. 

Professions of patriotism are become stale and ridi- 
culous. For my own part, I claim no merit from 
endeavouring to do a service to my fellow-subjects. 
I have done it to the best of my understanding; and. 
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without looking for the approbation of other men, 
my conscience is satisfied. What remains to be done, 
concerns the collective body of the people. They are 
now to determine for themselves, whether they will 
firmly and constitutionally assert their rights, or make 
an humble, slavish surrender of them at the feet of 
the Ministry. To a generous mind there cannot be 
a doubt We owe it to our ancestors, to preserve 
entire those rights which they have delivered to our 
care. We owe it to our posterity, not to suffer their 
dearest inheritance to be destroyed. But, if it were 
possible for us to be insensible of these sacred claims, 
there is yet an obligation binding upon ourselves, 
from which nothing can acquit us; a personal in- 
terest, which we cannot surrender. To alienate even 
our own rights, would be a crime as much more enor- 
mous than suicide, as a life of civil security and 
freedom is superior to a bare existence : and if life 
be tlie bounty of Heaven, we scornfully reject the 
noblest part of the gift, if we consent to surrender 
that certain rule of living, without which the condi- 
tion of human nature is not only miierable but con- 
temptible* 

JUNIUS. 
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LETTER XXL 

TO THE 

PRINTER OF THE PUBLIC ADVERTISER. 

SIR, August 22, 1769* 

I MUST beg of you to print a few lines in 
explanation of some passages in my last letter, which, 
I see, have been misunderstood. 

1. AVhen I said, that the House of Commons never 
meant to found Mr. Walpole^s incapacity on his 
expmlsion only, I meant no more than to deny the 
general proposition, that expulsion alone creates the 
incapacity. If there be any thing ambiguous in the 
expression, I beg leave to explain it, by saying, 
that, in my opinion, expulsion neither creates, nor 
in any part contributes to create the incapacity in 
question. 

S. I carefully avoided entering into \he merits of 
Mr. Walpole's case. I did not enquire whether the 
House of Commons acted justly, or whether they 
truly declared the law of parliament. My remarks 
vent only to their apparent meaning and intention, 
as it stands declared in their own resolution. 
o2 
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3. X never meant to affirm, that a commitment to 
the Tower created a disqualification.r— On the con- 
trary, I considered that idea as an absurdity, into 
which the Ministry must inevitably fall, if they 
reasoned right upon their own principles. 

The case of Mr. WoUaston speaks for itself. The 
Ministry assert, that expulsion alone creates an abso- 
lute, complete incapacity, to be re-elected to sit in 
the same Parliament. This proposition they have 
uniformly maintained, without any condition or mow 
dification whatsoever. Mr. Wollaston was expelled, 
re-elected, and admitted to take his seat in the same 
parliament. I leave it to the public to determine, 
whether this be a plain matter of fact, or mere non- 
sense or declamation* 

JUNIUS. 
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PRINTER OF THE PUBLIC ADVERTISER. 

SeptemBer 4, 1769. 
ARGUMEMT against Fact; or, a new sys- 
tem of Political Logic, by which the Ministry have 
demonstrated, to the Satisfaction of their Friends, 
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that Expulsion alone creates a complete Incapacity 
to be re-elected ; alias. That a Subject of this Realm 
may be robbed of bis common right, by a Vote of 
the HoQse of Commons. 

FIRST FACT. 

• Mr, WoUasUm, in 1698, vms expelled, re-elected, and 
admitted to take Ms seaU 

ARGUMENT. 

As this cannot conveniently be reconciled with our 
general proposition, it may be necessary to shift our 
ground, and look back to the cause of Mr. Wollaston's 
expulsion. From thence it will appear clearly, that, 
** although he was expelled, he had not rendered him- 
" self a culprit, too ignominious to sit in parliament ; 
" and that, having resigned his employment, he was 
" no longer incapacitated by law." Vide Serious Con- 
siderations, page 23. Or thus : " The House, some- 
" what inaccurately, used the word expelled; they 
" should have called it a motion." Vide Mungo^s. 
Case considered, page 11. Or, in short, if these argu- 
ments should be thought insufficient, we may fairly 
deny the fact. For example : " I affirm that he was 
*' not re-elected. The same Mr. Wollaston, who was 
" expelled, was not again electedf The same indi- 
<( vidual, if you please, walked into the House, and 
" took his seat there j but the same person, in law, 
" was not admitted a member of that parliament, from: 
«( which he had been discarded." 
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SECOND FACT* 

Mr, Walpole, having been committed to the Tower, and 
expelled, for a high breach of trust, and notorious corrupt 
tion in a public office, wis declared incapable, ^c. 

ARGUMENT. 

From the terms of this vote, nothing can be more 
evident, than that the House of Commons meant to 
fix the incapacity upon the punishment, and not upon 
the crime ; but, lest it should appear in a different 
light to weak, uninformed persons, it may be advis- 
able to gut the resolution, and give it to the public, 
with all possible solemnity, in the following terms, 
viz. " Resolved, That llobert Walpole, Esq. having 
** been that session of parliament expelled the House, 
" was, and is incapable of being elected a member t» 
«* serve in that present parliament." Vide Mungo, on 
the Uie of Quotations, page 11. 

N, B, The author to the answer to Sir William 
Meredith seems to have made use of Mungo's quo- 
tation: for, in page 18, he assures us, <* That the 
" declaratory vote of the 17th of February, 1769, was, 
** indeed, a literal copy of the resolution of the House 
** in Mr. Walpole's case.*' 

THIRD PACT. 

His opponent, Mr, Taylor, having the smallest number 
of votes, at the next election, was declared not DUtT 

ELECTED. 
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ARGUMENT. 

This fact we consider as directly in point, to prove, 
that Mr. Luttrell ought to be the sitting member, for 
the following reasons : ^^ The burgesses of Lynn could 
" draw no other inference from this resolution, but 
'* this, that, at a future election, and in case of a 
** similar return, the House would receive the same 
** candidate as duly elected, whom they had before 
** rejected." Vide Postscript to Junius, page 37. Or 
thus : " This, their resolution, leaves no room to 
** doubt what part they would have taken, if, upon 
•' a subsequent re-election of Mr. Walpole, there had 
*' been any other candidate in competition with him : 
" for by their vote, they could have no other inten- 
" tion, than to admit such other candidate." Vide 
Mangoes Case conMered, page 39. Or, take it in this 
light. The burgesses of Lynn having, in defiance of 
the House, retorted upon them a person whom they 
had branded with the most ignominious marks of 
their displeasure, were thereby so well entitled to 
favour and indulgence, that the House could do no 
less than rob Mr. Taylor of a right legally vested in 
him, in order that the burgesses might be apprised 
of the law of parliament ; which law, the House took 
a very direct way of explaining to them, by resolving 
that the candidate, with the fewest votes, was not 
duly elected : ** And was not this much more equit- 
" able, more in the spirit of that equal and substan- 
'< tidl justice, which is the end of all law, than if they 
" had violently adhered to the strict maxims of law ?'' 
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Vide Serious Considerations, page 33 and 34. ** And^ 
" if the present House of Commons had chosen to- 
" follow the spirit of this resolution, they would have 
'* received and established the candidate with the 
♦* fewest votes." Vide Answer to Sir W, M, page 18. 

Permit me now. Sir, to shew you, that the worthy 
Dr. Blackstone sometimes contradicts the Ministry, 
as well as himself. The speech, without doors, asserts^ 
page 9th, " I'hat the legal effect of an incapacity, 
** founded on a judicial determination of a complete^ 
" court, is precisely the same as that of an incapacity 
** created by an act of parliament" Now for the 
l>octor. The lavOf and the opinion of the judge are not 
always convertible terms, or one and the same things since 
it sometimes may happen, that the judge may mistake the 
law. Commentaries, vol. i. p. 71. 

The answer to Sir W. M. asserts, page 23, " that 
** the returning officer is not a judicial, but a purely 
" ministerial officer. His return is no judicial act.** 
At 'em again, Doctor. The sheriff, in hts jttdidal ca^ 
padty, is to hear and determine causes of forty shillings 
value, and under, in his county courts. He has also a 
judicial power in divers other civil cases. He is likewise 
to decide the elections of knights of the shire f subject to 
the control of the House of Commons) to judge qf the qua*^ 
lification of voters, and to return such as he shall detsr- 
MiN£ to be duly €lecied,'^\ ide Commentaries, voKu 
p. 33*. 
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What conclusion shall we draw from such facts, 
and such arguments, such contradictions ? I cannot 
express my opinion of the present Ministry more ex^ 
actly than in the words of Sir Richard Steele, " I'hat 
•' we are governed by a set of drivellers, whose folly 
« takes away all dignity from distress, and makes even 
" calamity ridiculous." 

PHILO JUNIUS. 



LETTER XXIII. 



TO HIS GRACE THE DUKE OF BEDFORD^ 

MY LORD, September I9, iTfig, 

YOU are so little accustomed ta. receive 
any marks of respect or esteem from the public, that 
if, in the following lines, a compliment or expression 
of applause should escape me, I fear you would con* 
sider it as a mockery of your established character^ 
and, perhaps, an insult to your understanding. You 
haye nice feelings, my Lord, if we may judge from your 
resentments. Cautious, therefore, of giving offence, 
where you have so little deserved it, I shall leave the 
illustration of your virtues to other hands. Your 
friends have a privilege to play upon the easiness of 
your temper^ or, possibly, they are better acquainted 
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with your good qualities than I am. You have done 
good by stealth. The rest is upon record. You have 
still left ample room for speculation, when panegyric 
is exhausted. 

You are, indeed, a very considerable man. — The 
highest rank; a splendid fortune ; and a name, glo- 
rious, till it was yours j were sufficient to have sup- 
ported you with meaner abilities than I think you 
possess. From the first, you derive a constitutional 
claim to respect; from the second, a natural exten- 
sive authority : the last created a partial expectation , 
of hereditary virtues. The use you have made of 
these uncommon advantages, might have been more 
honourable to yourself, but could not be more in- 
structive to mankind. We may trace it in the vene- 
ration of your country, the choice of your friends, 
and in the accomplishment of every sanguine hope 
which the public might have conceived from the illus- 
trious name of Russel. 

The eminence of your station gave you a com- 
manding prospect of your duty. The road which led 
to lionour, was open to your view. — ^You could not 
Ibse it by mistake, and you had no temptation to 
depart from it by design. — Compare the natural dig- 
nity and importance of the highest peer of England j 
the noble independence which he might have main- 
tained in parliament; and the real interest and 
respect which he might have acquired, not only in 
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parliament, but through the whole kingdom ; compare 
these glorious distinctions, with the ambition of hold- 
ing a share in government, Ihe emoluments of a place, 
the sale of a borough, or the purchase of a corpora- 
tion} and though you may not regret the virtues 
wjiich create respect, you may see with anguish bow 
much real importance and authority you have lost. 
Consider the character of an independent virtuoui 
Duke of Bedford ; imagine what he might be in this 
country ; then reflect one moment upon what you are* 
If it be possible for me to withdraw my attention 
from the fact, I will tell you in the theory what such 
a man might be. 

Conscious of his own weight and importance, his 
conduct in parliament would be directed by nothing 
but the constitutional duty of a peer. — He would 
consider himself as a guardian of the laws. Willing 
to support the just measures of government, but 
determined to observe the conduct of the minister 
with suspicion ; be would oppose the violence of 
faction with as much firmness as the encroachments 
of prerogative. — He would be as little capable of 
bargaining with the minister for places for himself, 
or his dependents, as of descending to mix himself in 
the intrigues of opposition. Whenever an important 
question called for his opinion in parliament, be 
would be heard by the most profligate minister with 
deference and respect. — His authority would either 
Sftnctify or disgrace the measures of government. 
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The people would look up to him as their protector : 
and a virtuous prince would have one honest man in 
his dominions, in whose integrity and judgment he 
might safely confide. If it should be the will of 
Providence to afflict 't^ him with a domestic misfortune, 
he would submit to the stroke with feeling, but not. 
without dignity. He would consider the people as 
his children, and receive a generous, heart-felt conso- 
lation, in the sympathizing tears and blessings of big 
country. 

Your Grace may probably discover something more 
intelligible in the negative part of this illustrious 
character. The man I have described would never 
prostitute his dignity in parliament, by an indecent 
violence, either in opposing or defending a minister. 
He would not at one moment rancorously persecute, 
at another basely cringe, to the favourite of bis 
Sovereign. After outraging the royal dignity with 
peremptory conditions, little short of menace and 
hostility, he would never descend to the humility of 
soliciting an interview f with the favourite, and of 
offering to recover, at any price, the honour of hip 



* The Duke had lately lost his only son by a fall from his 
horse, 

t At this interview, which passed at the house of the late 
Ixird Egling^oane, Lord Bute told the Duke, that he was 
delermiued never to have any connexion with a maa who 
had so basely betrayed him. 
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friendship. Though deceived, perbapi, in bi« youth, 
he would not, through the course of a long life, have 
invariably chosen his friends from among the most 
profligate of mankind.— His own honour would have 
forbidden him from mixing his private pleasures or 
conversation with jockeys, gamesters, blasphemers, 
gladiators, or buffoons. He would then have never 
felt, much less would he have submitted to, the dis- 
honest necessity of engaging in the interests and 
intrigues of his dependents; of supplying their vices, 
or relieving their beggary, at the expence of his 
country. He would not have betrayed such igno- 
rance, or such contempt, of the constitution, as 
openly to avow, in a court of justice, the purchase * 
and sale of a borough. He would not have thought 
it consistent with his rank in the state, or even with 
his personal importance, to be the little tyrant of a 
little corporation f. He would never have been 
insulted with virtues which he had laboured to ex- 
tinguish; nor suffered the disgrace of a mortifying 



* In au answer in Chancery, in a suit against him to reco- 
ver a large sum, paid him by a person whom he tiad under, 
taken to return to parliament for one of his Grace's boronghs, 
he was compelled to repay the money. 

t Of Bedford, where the tyrant was held in such coU' 
tempt and detestation, that, in order to deliver themselves 
from him, they admitted a great number of strangers to the 
freedom. To make his defeat truly ridiculous, he tried bift 
whole strength against Mr, Home, and was. beaten upon hift 
own ground* 
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defeat, which has made him ridiculous and costempt- 
ibie even to the few by whom be was not detested. 
I reverence the afflictions of a good man : his sorrows 
are sacred. But how can wc take part in the distresses 
of a man whom we can neither love or esteem ; or 
feel for a calamity of which he himself is insensible ? 
Where was the father's heart, when he could look for, 
or And, an immediate consolation for the loss of an 
only son, in consultations and bargains for a place at 
court, and even in the misery of balloting at the India 
House ! 

Admitting, then, that you have mistaken or de- 
serted those honourable principles which ought to 
have directed your conduct; admitting that you have 
as little claim to private affection as to public esteem, 
let us see with what abilities, with what degree of 
judgment, you have carried your own system into 
execution. A great man, in the success, and even 
in the magnitude, of his crimes, finds a rescue from 
contempt Your Gt^ce is every way unfortunate. 
Yet I will not look back to those ridiculous scenes, 
by which, in your earlier days, you thought it an 
honour to be distinguished '(^ j the recorded stripes. 



• Mr. Hehton Humphrey, a country attorney, horsewhipped 
the Duke, with equal Justice, severity, and perMveranoe,on 
tlte course, at Litclifleld. lligby and Lord Trentfutm were 
alio cudgeled in a most exemplary manner. This gave rise 
to>the following story : " When the late king heard that Sir 
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the public infamy, your own sufferings, or Mr. Rigby's 
fortitude. These events undoubtedly left an impres- 
sion, though not upon your mind. To such a mind, 
it may, perhaps, be a pleasure to reflect, that there 
is hardly a corner of any of his Majesty's kingdoms, 
except France, in which, at one time or other, your 
valuable life has not been in danger. Amiable man ! 
we see and acknowledge the protection of Providence, 
by which you have so often escaped the personal de- 
testation of your fellow-subjects, and are still reserved 
for the public justice of your country. 

Your history begins to be important at that auspi- 
cious period, at which you were deputed to represent 
the Earl of Bute at the court of Versailles. It was 
an honourable office, and executed with the -same 
spirit with which it was accepted. Your patrons 
wanted an ambassador who would submit to make 
concessions, without daring to insist upon any ho- 
nourable condition for his sovereign. Their business 
required a man who had as little feeling for his own 
dignity, as for the welfare of his country j and they 
found him in the first rank of the nobility. Belleisle, 



" Edward Hawke had given the French a drubbing, hisMa- 
" jesty, who had never received that kind of chastisement, 
" was pleased to ask Lord Chesterfield the meaning of the 
** word." " Sir/* says Lord Chesterfield, " the meaning of 
" the word— But here comes the Duke of Bedford, who i^ 
'* better able to explain it to yonr Majesty than 1 am.** 
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Goree, Ouadaloupe, St. Lucia, Martinique, the Fishery, 
and the Havannah, are glorious monuments of your 
Grace's talents for negociation. My Lord, we are 
too well acquainted with your pecuniary character, 
to think it possible that so many public sacrifices 
should hare been made without some private com- 
pensations. Your conduct carries with it an internal 
evidence, beyond all the proofs of a court of justice. 
Even the callous pride of Lord Egremont was 
alarmed if^. He saw and felt his own dishonour in 
corresponding with you : and there certainly was a 
moment at which he meant to have resisted, had not 
a fatal lethargy prevailed over his faculties, and 
carried all sense and memory away with it. 

I will not pretend to specify the secret terms on 
^hich you vere invited to support f an administra- 
tion which Lord Bute pretended to leave iu full pos- 
sesion of their ministerial authority, and perfectly 
masters of themselves. He was not of a temper to 
relinquish power, though he retired from employ- 
ment. Stipulations were certainly made between your 
Grace and him, and certainly violated. After two 



* This man, notwithstanding his pride and Tory principles* 
had some English stuff in hiro. Upon an official letter he 
wrote to the Duke of Bedford, the Duke desired to be re^ 
called, and it was with the utmost difficulty, that Lord Bute 
could appease him. 

t Mr. Grenville, Lord Halifax, and Lord Egremont* 
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years* submission, you thought you had collected 
strength sufficient to control his influence, and that 
it was your turn to be a tyrant, because you had 
been a slave. When you found yourself mistaken 
in your opinion, of your gracious Master's firmness, 
disappointment got the better of all your humble 
discretion, and carried you to an excess of outrage 
to his person, as distant from true spirit, as from all 
decency and respect *. After robbing him of the 
rights of a King, you would not permit him to pre- 
serve the honour of a gentleman. It was then Lord 
Weymouth was nominated to Ireland, and dispatched 
(we well remember with what indecent hurry) to 
plunder the treasury of the first fruits of an em- 
ployment, which you well knew he was never to 
execute f . 

This sudden declaration of war against the favou- 
rite, might have given you a momentary merit with 
the public, if it had either been adopted upon prin- 
ciple, or maintained with resolution. Without look- 



* The Ministry having endeavoared to exclnde the Dow* 
ager out of the Regency Bill, the Earl of Bate determined 
to dismisft them. Upon this, the Duke of Bedford demanded 

an audience of the ; reproached him in plain terms 

with his duplicity, baseness, falsehood, treachery, and hy- 
pocrisy ; repeatedly gave him the lie, and leA him in cou* 
volsions. 

* He received three thousand pounds for plate and equi- 
page money. 
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ing back to all your former servility, we need only 
observe your subsequent conduct, to see upon what 
motives you acted. Apparently united with Mr. 
Grenville, you waited until Lord Rockingham's feeble 
administration should dissolve in its own weakness. 
The moment their dismission was suspected, the 
moment you perceived that another system was 
adopted in the closet, you thought it no disgrace to 
return to your former dependence, and solicit once 
more the friendship of Lord Bute. You begged an 
interview, at which he had spirit enough to treat you 
with contempt. 

It would now be of little use to point out by what 
a train of weak, injudicious measures, it became ne- 
cessary, or was thought so, to call you back to a share 
in the administration *. The friends, whpm you did 
not in the last instance desert, were not of a character 
to add strength or credit to government : and, at that 
time, your alliance with the Duke of Grafton, was, 
I presume, hardly foreseen. We must look for other 
stipulations to account for that sudden resolution of 
the closet, by which three of your dependents f (whose 
characters, I think, cannot be less respected than they 



• when Earl Gover was appointed President of the Coun. 
cil, the King, with his asaalsmcerity, assnred him, that be 
hiid not had one happy moment since the Dnke of Bedford 
left him. 
4^ f Lords Gower, Weymouth, and Sandwich. 



JUNIUS. Up 

4kre) were tdvanced to offices, through which yt»a might 
again control the minister, and prohahly engross tiie 
whole direction of affairs. 

The possession of absolute power is now once more 
within your reach. The measures you have taken t« 
obtain and confirm it, are too gross to escape the eyes 
of a discerning, judicious l^rince. His palace is be- 
sieged ; the lines of circumvallation are drawing round 
him ; and, unless be finds a resource in his own acti. 
rity, or in the attachment of the real friends of hit 
family, the best of Princes must submit to the con- 
finemeat of a state prisoner, until your Grace's death, 
or some less fortunate event, shall raise the ^iege. 
For the present you may safely resume that style of 
insult and menace, which even a private gentleman 
cannot submit to hear without being contemptible^ 
Mr. M*Kenzie's history is not yet forgotten j and 
you may find precedents enough of the mode hi 
which au imperious subject may signify his pleasure 
to his sovereign. Where will this gracipus Monarch 
iook for assistance, when the wretched Orafton could 
forget his obligations to his Master, and desert him 
for ft hollow alliance with such ft man as the Duke oC 
BedfoidJ 

Let us consider yon, then, as arrived at the sum- 
mit of wordly greatness; let «s suppose that all your 
plans of avarice aad ambitiftn ftre accomplished, and 
ypur most sangttiae wishes gratified, in the fear as 

voi« I* ■ 

V 
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treil as the hatred of the people ; can age itself forget 
that you are now in the last act of life ? Can gray 
hairs make folly venerable ? And is there no period 
to be reserved for meditation and retirement? For 
shame ! my Lord, let it not be recorded of you, that 
the latest moments of your life were dedicated to the 
same unworthy pursuits, the same busy agitations, 
in which your youth and manhood were exhausted* 
Cionsider that, alUiough 3ri>u cannot disgrace your 
former life, you ate violating the character of age, 
and exposing the impotent imbecility, after you have 
lost the vigour, of the passions. 

Your friends will ask, perhaps, Whither shall this 
mnhappy old man retire? Can he remain in the 
metropolis, where his life has been so often threatened^ 
and his palace so often attacked ? If he returns to 
Woobum, scorn and mockery await him. He must 
create a solitude round his estate, if he would avoid 
the face of reproach and derision. At Plymouth, his 
destruction would be more than probable ; at Exeter, 
inevitable. No honest Englishman will ever forget 
bis attachment, nor any honest Scotchman forgive his 
treachery, to Lord Bute. At every town he enters, 
he must change his liveries and name. Which ever 
way he flies, the hue and cry of the country pursues 
him« 

In another kingdom, indeed, the blessings of his 
administration have been inore sensibly felt; fats 
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Viftucs better understood : or, at worst, they VriW not, 
for him alone, forget their hospitality. As well might 
P'erres have returned to Sicily. You have twice 
escaped, my Lord ; beware of a third experiment. 
*rhe indignation of a whole people, plundered, in- 
sulted, and oppressed, as they have been, will not 
always be disappointed. 

It is in vain, therefore, to shift the scene. You 
can no more fly from your enemies, than from your- 
self. Persecuted abroad, you look into your own 
heart for consolation, and find nothing but reproaches 
and despair. But, my Lord, you may quit the field 
«f business, though not the field of danger, and though 
you cannot be safe, you may cease to be ridiculous. 
I fear you have listened too long to the advice of those 
Ipemicious friends, with whose interests you have sor- 
didly united your own, and for whom you have sacri- 
ficed every thing that ought to be dear to a man of 
honour. They are still base enough to encourage the 
follies of your age, as they once did the vices of your 
youth. As little acquainted with the rules of deco- 
rum, as with the laws of morality, they will not suffer 
you to profit by experience, nor even to consult the 
propriety of a bad character. Even now they tell 
you, that life is no more than a dramatic scene, in 
which the hero should preserve his consistency to the 
last ; and that, as you lived without virtue, you shoulit 
die without repentance. 

JUNIUS. 
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LETTER XXIV. 



TO JUNIUS. 

SIR, September 14, 1709. 

HAVING, accidentally, seen a repablica- 
tion of your letters, wherein you have been pleased 
to assert, that I had sold the companions of my su<> 
cess, I am again obliged to declare the said assertion 
to be a most infamous and malicious falsehood ; and 
I again call upon you to stand forth, avow yourself, 
and prove the charge. If you can make it out to the 
satisfaction of any one man in the kingdom, I will 
be content to be thought the worst man in it; if you 
do not, what must the nation think of you ? Party 
has nothing to do in this affair: you have made a 
personal attack upon my honour, defamed me by a 
most vile calumny, which might possibly have sunk 
into obliyion, had not such uncommon pains been 
taken to renew and perpetuate this scandal, chiefly 
because it has been told in good language; for I 
give you full credit for your elegant diction, weU- 
tumed periods, and Attic wit: but wit is oftentimes 
false, though it may appear brilliant; which is exactly 
the case of your whole performance. But, Sir, 1 am 
'Obliged, in the most serious manner, to accuse you 
«f being guilty of foUities. You have said the thing 
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that is not. To support your story, you have recourse 
to the following irresistible argument : " You sold the 
<f companions of your victory, because, when the 
** 16th regiment was given to you, you was slleni» The 
" conclusion is inevitable." I believe that such 
deep and acute reasoning could only come from such 
an extraordinary writer as Junius, Cut, unfortunately 
for you, the premises, as well as the conclusion, are 
absolutely false. Many applications have been made 
to the Ministry, on the subject of the Manilla ransom, 
since the time of my being colonel of that regiment. 
As I have for some years quitted London, I was 
obliged to have recourse to the Honourable Colonel 
Monson, and Sir Samuel Cornish, to negotiate for 
me. In the last autumn, I personally delivered a 
memorial to the Earl of Shelburne, at his seat in 
Wiltshire. As you have told us of your importance, 
that you are a person of rank and fortune, and above 
a common bribe, you may, in all probability, be not 
unknown to bis Lordship, who can satisfy you of the 
truth of what I say. But I shall now take the liberty. 
Sir, to seize your battery, and turn it against your^ 
■elf. If your puerile and tinsel logic could carry the 
least weight or conviction with it, how must you stand 
affected by the inevitable conclusion, as you are 
pleased to term it ? According to Junius, silence if 
guilt. In many of the public papers, you have beea 
called, in the most direct and offensive terms, a liar, 
end a coward. When did you reply to these foul 
mccusations ? You have been quite silent, quite chop« 
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fallen : therefore, because you was silent, the natio* 
has a right to pronounce you to be both a liar and a 
coward, from your own argument But, Sir, I will 
give you fair play ; will afford you an opportunity to 
wipe off the first appellation, by desiring the proofs 
of your charge against me. Produce them ! To wipe 
off the last, produce yourself. People canuot bear 
any longer your lion's skin, and the despicable im- 
posture of the old Roman name which you have af- 
fected. For the future, assume the name of some 
modern * bravo and dark assassin : let your appel- 
lation have some affinity to your practice. But if 1 
must perish, Junius, let me perish in the face of day : 
be for once a generous and open enemy. I allow that 
Gothic appeals to cold iron, are no better proofs of 
a man's honesty and veracity, than hot iron and 
burning plough-shares are of female chastity; but 
a soldier's honour is as delicate as a woman's ; it 
must not be suspected. You have dared to throw 
more than a suspicion upon mine : you cannot but 
]i;uow the consequences, which even the meekness of 
Christianity would pardon me for, after the injury 
you have done me. 

W1LI4AM DRAPER, 



* Was Brutus an ancient bravo and dark assassin? Or docs 
Sir \V, D. think it criminal to stab a tyrant to the heartt 
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LETTER XXV. 



H^RET LATERI LETHALIS ARUZfDO. 

TO SIR WILLIAM DRAPER, 

Knight of the Bath. 

SIR, September 25, l|Cp. 

AFTER so loog an interval, I did not expectr 
to see the debate revived between us. My answer to 
your last letter shall be short; for I write to you with 
reluctance, and I hope we shall now conclude onr 
correspondence for ever. 

Had you been, originally, and without provocatioBy. 
attacked by an anonymous writer, you would hav« 
some right to demand his name. But in this cause 
you are a volunteer. You engaged in it with the. 
unpremeditated gallantry of a soldier* You were, 
content to set your name in opposition to a man who 
would probably continue in concealment. You un- 
derstood the terms upon which we were to correspond, 
and gave at least a tacit assent to them. After volun- 
tarily attacking me, under the character of Junius, 
what possible right have you to know me under any 
other? Will you forgive me if I insinuate to you, 
il^t yon foresaw some honour in the apparent spirit . 
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of comittg^ forward in person, and that you were n»« 
quite indifferent to tlie display of your literary quali- 
fications } 

Yon cannot but know, that the republication of my 
letters was no more than a catch-penny contrivance 
of a printer, in which it was impossible I should be 
concerned, and for which I am no way answerable. 
At the same time t wish you to understand, that if I 
do not take the trouble of reprinting these papers, it 
is not from any fear of giving offence to Sir William 
Draper. 

Your remarks upon a signature adopted merely for 
distinction, are unworthy of notice: but when you 
tell me 1 have submitted to be called a liar and a 
coward, I must ask you, in my turn, whether you 
leriomly think it any way incumbent on me to take 
notice of the silly invectives of every simpleton who 
writes in a newspaper; and what opinion you would 
have conceived of my discretion, if I had suffered my* 
self to be the dupe of so shallow an artifice ? 

Your appeal to the sword, though consistent 
enough with your late profession, will neither prove 
your innocence,- nor clear you from suspicion. Your 
complaints with regard to the Manilla ransom, were, 
or a considerable time, a distress to government. — 
You were appointed (greatly out of your turn) to the 
command of a regiment y and during that admini^ 
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trilion we heard ne more of Sir William Draper* The 
facts of which I speak may, indeed, be variously ac- 
counted for ; but they are too notorious to be denied^ 
and I think you might have learned, at the university, 
that a false conclusion is an error in argument, not s 
breach of veracity. Your solicitations, I doubt not, 
were renewed under another administration. Admit- 
ting the fact, I fear an indifferent person would only 
infer from it, that experience had made you acquainted 
with the benefits of complaihing. Remember, Sir, 
that you have yourself confessed, that, considering the 
critical situation qf this country, the Mmistry are in the 
right to temporize voith Spain, This confession reduces 
you to an unfortunate dilemma. By renewing your 
soUcttations, you must either mean to force your 
coontry into a war at a most unseasonable juncture, 
or, having no view or expectation of that kind, that 
you look for nothing but a private compensation to* 
yourself. 

As to me, it is by no means necessary that F sHonia 
be exposed to the resentment of the worst and the most 
powerful men in this country, though.! may be iudif* 
ferent about yours. — ^Though you would fight, there are 
others who would assassinate. 

But, after all. Sir, where is the injury ? Yon as- 
sure me, that my logic is puerile and tinsel f that it 
carries not the least weight or conviction 5 that my 
premises are false^ and my condusions absurd. If 
b8 
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this be a just description of me, how is it possible ibr 
such a writer to disturb your peace of mind, or to 
injure a character so well established as yours ? Take 
care, Sir William, how you indulge this unruly tern* 
per, lest the world should suspect that conscience has 
some share in your resentments. . You have more to 
fear from the treachery of your own passions, than 
from any maleTolence of mine. 

I believe, Sir, you will oerer know me. A con- 
siderable time must certainly elapse before ire are 
personally acquainted. You need not, however, re- 
l^ret the delay, or suffer an apprehension, that .any 
length of time can restore you to the Christian meek« 
ness of your temper, and disappoint your present 
indignation. If I understand your character, there 
is in your own breast a repository, in which your 
resentments may be safely laid up for future occa* 
sions, and preserved without the hazard of diminu* 
tion. The odia in longum jacens, qua reconderet, auc' 
toque promeret, I thought had only belonged to the 
worst character of antiquity. The text is in Tacitus : 
yott know best where to look for the commentary. 

JUNIUS. 
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LETTER XXVI. 

A WORD AT PARTING TO JUNIUS. 

♦SIR, October 7, 1769. 

AS you have not favoured me with either of 
the explanations demanded of you, I can have nothing 
more to say to you upon my own account. Your mercy 



* Meatures, and net men, is the common cant of affected 
fnoderation: a base covnterleit language, fabricated by 
iuiaves, and made current among fools. Such gentle cen- 
sure is not fitted to the present degenerate state of society. 
What does it avail to expose the absurd contrivance, or 
pernicious tendency, of measures, if the man who advises, 
or executes, shall be suffered, not only to escape with im. 
panity, but even to preserve his power, and insult us witk 
^e favour of his Sovereign. I would recommend to the 
reader the whole of Mr. Pope's letter to Doctor Arbuth* 
not, dated July 26lh, 1734, from which the following is an 
extract : " To reform, and not to chastise, I am afraid, is 
^ impossible ; and that the best precepts, as well as the best 
" laws, would prove of small use, if there were no ez" 
" amples to enforce them. To attaek vices in the abstractj 
** without touching persons, may be safe fighting, indeed, 
" but it is fighting with shadows. My greatest comfort and 
" encouragement to proceed has been to see, that those who 
*' have no shame, and no fear of any thing else, have ap- 
^ peated tonehed by my satires." 
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to me, or tenderness for yourself, has been very greats 
The public will judge of your motives. If your excess- 
of modesty forbids- you to produce either the proofs or 
yourself, I will excuse it. Take courage $ I have not 
the temper of Tiberius, any more than the rank or 
power. You, indeed, are a tyrant of another sort f 
and, upon your political bed of torture, can excru- 
ciate any subject, Irom a first minister down to such 
a grub or butterfly as myself : like another detested 
tyrant of antiquity, can make the wretched sufferer 
fit the bed,^ irthe bed will not fit the aufierer, by dis- 
jointing or tearfng the trembling limbs, until they are 
stretched to its extremity. But courage, constancy, 
and patience, under torments, have sometimes caused 
the most hardened monsters to relent, and forgive the- 
object of their cruelty. You, Sir, are determined tc^ 
try all that human nature can endure, until she ex- 
pires I else^ was it possible that you could be the 
author of that most inhumaa letter to the Duke of 
Bedford,. I have read with astonishment and horror ? 
Where, Sir, where were the feelings of your own heart, 
irhen you conld upbraid a most affectionate father 
with the loss of his only and most amiabfe son ? Read 
over again those cruel lines of yours, and let them 
wring your very soul ! Cannot political questions be 
discussed, without descending to the most ^odious 
personalities ? Must you go wantonly out of your way^ 
to torment declining age, because the Duke of Bed-^ 
fqrd may have quarrelled with those whose cause and 
politics you espouse } For shame ! For shame ! As 
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you have spoke daggers to him,* yon may justly dread* 
the use of them against your own breast, did a want 
of courage, or of noble sentiments, stimulate him to 
such mean rerenge. He is above it ; he is brave. Do 
you fancy that your own base arts have infected our 
whole island? But your own reflections, your own* 
conscience, must, and will, if you have any spark of 
humanity remaining, give him most ample vengeance. 
Kot all the power of words with which you are s& 
graced, will ever wash out, or even palliate, this foul 
blot in your character. I have not time, at present, 
to dissect yonr letter so minutely as I could wish; but* 
I will be bold enough to say, that it is (as to reason 
and argument) the most extraordinary piece of Jlerid 
impotence that was ever i mpo sed upon the eyes and 
ears of the too credulous and deluded mob. It ac- 
cuses the Duke of Bedford of high treason. Upon 
what foundation ? You tell us, " the Duke's pecu- 
*' niary character makes it more than probable, that 
" be could not have made such sacrifices at the peace, 
« without some private compensations; that his con- 
" duct carried with it an interior evidence, beyond all 
" the legal proofs of a conrt of justice.'' 

My academical education, Sir, bids me tell you> 
that it is necessary to establish the truth of your first 
proposition, before you presume to draw inferences 
from it. First prove the avarice, before you make 
the rash, hasty, and most wicked conclusion^ This 
fiither, Jttniiis,' whom yon call avaricious, allowed 
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tbat son eight thousand pounds a-year. Upon his.- 
most untbrtanate deatb, which your usual good«na-. 
ture took care to remind him of, he greatly increased 
the jointure of the afflicted lady his widow. Is thift 
avarice ? Is this doing good by stealth i It is upen 
record. 

If exact order, method, and true economy, as a 
master of a family; if splendour and just magnifl^ 
cence, without wild waste and thoughtless extravaa 
gance, may constitute the character of an avariciouf 
man, the Duke is guilty. But, for a moment^ let us 
admit that an ambassador may love money too much ; 
what proof do you give that he has taken any to be* 
tray his country ? Is it hearsay, or the evidence of 
letters, or ocular ; or the evidence of those concerned 
in this black affair ? Produce your authorities to the 
public. It is a most impudent kind of sorcery, to aU 
tempt to blind us with the smc^e, without convincing 
us that the fire has existed. You first brand him with 
a vice that he is free from, to render him odious and 
suspected. Suspicion is the foul weapon with whiich 
you make all your chief attacks ; with that you stab. 
But shall one of the first subjects of the realm be 
ruined in his fame, shall even his life be in constant 
danger, from a charge built upon such sandy founda- 
tions } Must his house be besieged by lawlei9S ruffians, 
his journies impeded, and even the asylum of an 
altar be insecure from assertions so base and falsa ) 
Potent as be is, the Duke is amenable to justice 5 if 
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Suiky, punishable. The parliament is the high ftnd 
ftolemn tribunal for matters of such great moment ; 
to that be they submitted. But I hope, also, thai 
some notice will be taken of, and some punishment 
inflicted upon,, false accusers ; especially upon such, 
Junius, who are wilfully false. In any truth I will 
agree even wiih Junius ; will agree with him that it is 
highly unbecoming the dignity of Peers to tamper 
with boroughs. Aristocracy is as fatal as democracy. 
Our constitution admits of neither. It loves a King, 
Lords, and Comm<ms, really chosen by the unbought 
suffrages of a free people. But if corruption only 
shifts hands, if the wealthy commoner gives the bribe 
instead of the potent peer, is the state better served 
by this exchange ? Is the real emancipation of th« 
borough effected, because new parchment bonds may 
possibly supersede the old ? To say the truth, where* 
ever such practices prevail, they are equally criminal 
tOj and destructive of, our freedom. 

The rest of your declamation is scarce worth con- 
sidering, except for the elegance of the language* 
Like Hamlet, iu the play, you produce two pictures : 
you tell us, that one is not like the Buke of Bedford ; 
then you bring a most hideous caricature, and tell 
us of the resemblance ; but mulium ablud'U imago. 

All your long tedious accounts of the ministerial 
quarrels, and the intrigues of the cabinet, are redu- 
cible to a few short lines; and to convince you, Sir, 
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that I do not niean to flatter any' minister^ either past 
or present, these are my thoughts : they ^eem to haver 
acted like lovers, or children ; have * pouted, quar- 
relied, cried, kissed, and been friends again, as the 
c^jects of desire, the ministerial rattles, have been 
put into their hands. But such proceedings are very 
unworthy of the gravity and dignity of a great nation. 
We do not want men of abilities, but we have wanted 
steadiness 5 we want unanimity ; your letters, Junius, 
will not contribute thereto. You may one day expire 
by a flame of your own kindling. But it is my humble 
opinion, that lenity and moderation, pardon and ob* 
Kvion, will disappoint the efforts of all the seditious inf 
the land, and extinguish their wide-spreading fires. 
I have lived with this sentiment ; with this I shall die. 

WILLIAM DRAPER. 



• Sir William gives ns a pleasant account of men, who*, 
in his opinion at least,^ are the best quaalified to govern a» 
tmpire» 
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LETTER XXVIL 

TO THE 

PRINTER OF THE PUBLIC ADVERTISER. 

SIR, October 1^ nGg. 

IF Sir William Draper's bed be a bed ef tor- 
ture, he has made it for himself. I shall never inter, 
rtipt his repose. Having changed the subject, thera 
are parts of his last' letter not undeserving of a reply, 
lieaving his private character and conduct out of the 
question, 1 shall consider him merely in the capacity 
of an author, whose labours certainly do no discredit 
to a newspaper. 

We say, in common discourse, that a man may ht 
his own enemy ; and the frequency of the fact makes 
the expression intelligible. But that a man should be 
tlie bitterest enemy of his friends, implies a contra- 
diction of a peculiar nature. There is something in 
it, which cannot be conceived, without a confusion of 
ideas, nor expressed, without a solecism in language. 
Sir William Draper is still that fatal friend Lord 
Granby found him. Yet> I am ready to do justice 
. to his generosity; if, indeed, it be not something more 
Ihan generous, to be the voluntary advocate of mes» 
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who think themselves injured by his assistance, and to 
consider nothing in the cause he adopts, but the diifi- 
culty of defending it. I thought, however, he had 
been better read in the history of the human heart 
than to compare or confound the tortures of the body 
with those of the mind. He ought to have known, 
though, perhaps, it might not be his interest to con- 
fess, that no outward tyranny can reach the mind. 
If conscience plays the tyrant, it would be greatly 
for the benefit of the world that she were more arbi- 
trary, and far less placable, than some men find her« 

But it seems 1 have outraged the feelings of a 
father's heart. Am I, indeed, so ii\judicious ? J>oe» 
Sir William Draper think I would have hazarded my 
credit with a generous nation, by so gross a violation 
of the laws of humanity ? Does he think I am so 
little acquainted with the first and noblest characte* 
ristic of Englishmen ? Or, how will he reconcile sncb 
folly with an understanding so full of artifice as mine ? 
Had he been a father, he would have beeu but little 
offended with the severity of the reproach, for bis 
mind would have been filled with the justice of it. 
He would have seen, that I did not insult the feelings, 
of a father, but the father who felt nothing. H« 
would have trusted to the evidence of his own pater- 
nal heart, and boldly denied the possibility of the 
fact, instead of defending it. Against whom, then, 
will his honest indignation be directed, when I assure 
him, that this whole town beheld the Duke of Bed*. 
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ford's conduct, upon the death of his son, with horror 
and astonishment. Sir William Draper does himself 
hut little honour in opposing the general sense of hit 
country. The people are seldom wrong in their opi- 
nions ; in their sentiments they are never mistaken. 
There may be a vanity, perhaps, in a singular way of 
thinking ; but, when a man professes a want of those 
feelings, which do honour to the multitude, he hazards 
something infinitely more important than the charac- 
ter of his understanding. After all,^ as Sir Wiltianoi 
may possibly be in earnest in his anxiety for the 
Duke of Bedford, I should be glad to relieve him 
from it. He may rest assured, this worthy noblemau. 
laughs, with equal indifference, at my reproaches, 
and Sir William's distress about him. But here let 
it stop. Even the Duke of Bedford, insensible as he 
is, will consult the tranquillity of his life, in not pron 
yoking the moderation of my temper. If, from the 
profoundest contempt, I should ever rise into anger, he. 
should soon find, that all I have already said of him, 
was lenity and compassion. 

Out of a long catalogue. Sir William Draper has 
confined himself to the refutation of two charges 
only. The rest he had not time to discuss ; and, in- 
deed, it would have been a laborious undertaking. 
To draw up a defence of such a series of enormities, 
would have required a life, at least, as long as that 
which has been uniformly employed in the practice of 
them.— The public opinion of the Duke of Bedford's, 
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extreme economy is, it seems, entirely irithoat foav- 
elation. Though not very prodigal abroad, in his own 
family, at least, he Is regular and magnificent. He 
pays his debt», abhors a beggar, and makes a hand- 
some provision for bis son. His charity has improved 
upon the proverb, and ended where it began. Ad- 
mitting the whole force of this single instanee of liis 
domestic generosity, (wonderful, indeed, considering 
the narrowness of his fortune, and the little merit of 
his only son) the public may still, perhaps, be dissa- 
tisfied, and demand some other less equivocal proofs 
of his munificence. Sir William Draper should have 
entered boldly into the detail of indigence relieved, 
of arts encouraged, of science patronized, men of 
learning protected, and works of genius rewarded.-— 
In short, had there been a single instance, besides 
Mr. Rigby *, of blushing merit, brought forward by 
the Duke for the service of the public, it should not 
have been omitted. 

I wish it were possible to establish my inference 
with the same certainty on which I believe the prin- 
ciple is founded. My conclusion, however, was not 
drawn from the principle alone. — I am not so unjust 
as to reason from one crime to another: though I 
think that, of all the vices, avarice is most apt to 



* This gentleman is supposed to have the same idea of 
blushing, that a man, blind from his birth, has of scarlet ok 
sky-blue. 



\ 
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taint and corrupt the heart. I combined the known 
temper of the man, with the extravagant concessiona 
made by the ambassador ; and though I doubt not 
sufficient care was taken to leave no document of any 
treasonable negociation, I still maintain that the con- 
duct * of this minister carries with it an internal and 
convincing evidence against him. Sir William Draper 
•teems not to J^now the ya.Iue or force of such a proof; 
He will not permit us to judge of the motives of men, 
by the manifest tendency of their actions, nor by th« 
notorious character of their minds. He calls for 
papers and witnesses with a triumphant security, as 
if nothing could be true, but what could be proved in 
a court of justice. Yet a religious man might have 
remembered upon what foundation some truths, mo&t 
interesting to mankind, have been received and esta- 
blished* If it were not for the internal evidence which 
the purest of religions carries with it, what would have 
become of his once welUquoted decal«(gue, and of the 
meekness of his Christianity* 

The generous warmth of bts resentment makes him 
confound the order of events. He forgets, that the 
insults and distresses which the Duke of Bedford has 



« If Sir W. D. will take the troable of looking into Torcy*s 
lCemoin,he will see with wliat little ceremony a bribe may 
be ofiiered to a Duke, and with what little ceremony It was 
mUp not accepted. 
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suffered^ and which Sir *Winiam has lamented, with 
many delicate touches of the true pathetic, were only 
recorded in my letter to his Grace, not occasioned by 
it. It was a simple, candid narrative of facts ; though, 
for aught I know, it may carry with it something pro- 
phetic. His Grace, undoubtedly, has received seve- 
ral ominous hints 3 and, I think, in certain circum- 
.stances, a wise man would do well to prepare himself 
for the event. 

Sut I have a charge of a heavier nature against 
Sir William Draper. He tells us, that the Duke of 
Bedford is amenable to justice; that Parliament is a 
liigh and solemn tribunal; and that, if guilty, he 
may be punished by due course of law i all this he 
says with as much gravity as if he believed one word 
<)i the matter. I hope, indeed, the day of impeach- 
ments will arrive before this nobleman escapes out of 
life ; but, to refer us to that mode of proceeding now, 
with such a Ministry, and such a House of Commons 
as the present, what is it, but an indecent mockery 
^ the common sense of the nation ? I think he might 
have contented himself with defending the greatest 
enemy, without insulting the distresses of his country. 

His concluding declaration of his opinion, with re- 
spect to the present condition of affairs, is too loose 
and undetermined to. be of any service to the public. 
How strange is it that this gentleman should dedicate 
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10 audi time and argument to the defence of worth* 
less or indifferent characters, irhtle he gives but 
seven solitary lines to the only subject which can de- 
serve his a|.tention, or do credit to his abilities ! 

JUNIUS. 



LETTER xxvnr. 

TO THJt 

phinter of the public adverusbil 

3IR« October 80, 17G9* 

I VERY sincerely applaud the spirit with 
which a lady has paid the debt of gratitude to her 
benefactor. Though I think she has mistaken the 
point, she shews a virtue which makes her respect* 
able. The question turned upon the personal gene- 
rosity cft avarice of a man, whose private fortune is 
immense. The proofs of his munificence must be 
drawn from the uses to which he has applied that 
fortune. I was not speaking of a Lord Lieutenant of 
Ireland, but of a rich English Duke, whose wealth 
gave him the means of doing as much good in this 
tountry^. as he derived from his power in another. I 
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urn far firom wishiog to lessen the merit of this single 
benevolent action; perhaps it is the more conspicuous^ 
from standing alone. Ail I mean to say is, that it 
proves nothing in the present argument. 

JUNIUS, 



LETTER XXIX. 

ADDRBSSSn TO THE 

PRINTER OF- THE PUBLIC ADVERTISER. 

SIR, October 19, irfiQb 

I AM well assured that Junius will never 
descend to a dispute with such a writer as Modestus 
(whose letter appeared in the Gazetteer of Monday) 
especially as the dispute must be chiefly about words. 
Notwithstanding the partiality of the public» it does 
not appear that Junius values himself upon any supe* 
rior skill in composition; and I hope his time will 
always be more usefully employed than in the trifling 
refinements of verbal criticism. Modestus, however, 
shall have no reason to triumph in the silence. and 
moderation of Junius. If he knew as much of the 
propriety of language, as, I believe, he does of the 
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t^cts lA quefttion, lie would have been at cautious <^ 
attacking Junius upon his composition, as he seems 
to be of entering into the subject of it : yet, after 9X\, 
■the last is Che only axticle ^f any tinportance to tha 
public. 

I do mot wonder at 1the unremitted rancour with 
>i»hich the Duke of Bedford and his adherents tnva- 
tiably speak of a nation, which we well know has 
been too much injared to be easily forgiven. But 
why must Junius be an Irishman'? The abaurdity qf 
hit writings betrays )anu Waviug all consideration of 
the insult offered by Modestus to the declared judgi 
ment of the people (they may well bear this amongst 
the rest), let us follow the several Instancesy and try 
Whether the charge be fairly supported. 

First, then, the leaving a man to«i^oy such a re- 
pose as he can find upon a bed of torture, is severe 
indeed ; perhaps too much so^ when aj^lied to such 
a trifler as Sir William Draper : but there is nothing 
absurd either in the idea or expression. Modestus 
"eannot distinguish between a sarcasm and a contra- 
diction. 

S« I affirm, with Junius, that it is the frequency 
of the fact which alone can make us comprehend how 
a man can be his own enemy. We should never 
arrive at the complex idea conveyed by those words, 
if we had only seen one or two instances of a man 

vo*. f. I ' 
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acting to his own prejudice; Offer the proposition 
to a child or a man unused to compound his ideas, 
and yuu will soon see how little either of them under- 
derstand you. It is not a simple idea, arising from a 
single fact, but a very complex idea, arising from 
many facts, well observed, and accurately compared. 

3. Modustus could not, without great affectation, 
mistake the meaning of Junius, when he speaks of a 
man, who is the bitterest enemy of his friends. He 
could not but know, that Junius spoke not of a false 
■or hollow friendship, but of a real intention to serve, 
and that intention producing the worst effects of en- 
mity. Whether the description be strictly applicable 
to Sir William Draper, is another qnestion. Junius 
does not say, that it is more criminal for a man to be 
the enemy of his friends than his own ; though he 
might have affirmed it with truth. In a ■ mordl ' light, 
a man may certainly take greater liberties with him- 
self, than with another. To sacrifice ourselves< merely, 
is a weakness we may indulge in, if we thhik proper, 
for we do it at our own hazard and expence; but, 
under the pretence of friendship, to sport with the 
reputation, or sacrifice the lionour, of another, is 
something worse than weakness ; and if, in favour of 
the foolish intention, we tlo not call it a crime, we 
must allow, at least, that 4t arises' from an overween- 
ing, busy, meddling impudenoe. .'Junius says only, 
and he says truljF) that it is more -extraordinary-; that 
it involves a greater contradiction than -the dther; 



%n4, is it not a maxim received tn life, ihtit, id gene- 
raJ, wc can determine more wisely for others, than 
•for -ourselves"? the reason of it is so clear in argu- 
ment, -that it hardly wants the confirmation of expe- 
ridbtie. Sir William Draper, I confess, is an exceptipn 
to the general rule, though not much to his credit, 

4. If this gentleman will go back to his ethics, he 
may, perhaps, discover the truth of what Junius says. 
That no outxtard tyranny can reach the mincL The tor- 
tures of the body may be introduced, by way of orna- 
ment or illustration, to represent those of the mind; 
but, strictly, there is no similitude between them : they 
are totally different, both in their cause and opera- 
tion. — ^Tiie wretch who suffers upon the rack is merely 
passive : but, when the mind is .tortured, it is not at 
the oommand of any outward power ; it is the sense 
of guilt which constitutes the punishment, and creates 
that torture^ with which the guilty mind acts upon 
itself. 

5. He misquotes what Junius says tff conscience, 
and makes the sentence ridiculous, by making it his 
own. 

'So much for composition. NOw for fact. Junius^ 
it seems, has mistaken the Duke of Bedford. His 
Grace had all the proper feelings of a father, though 
lie took care to supprese the appearance of them. 
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Yet it was ftn occasion, one would think^ on wliich he 
need not have been ashamed of bis grief ; on whidi 
less fortitude would bave done him more honour. I 

' can conceive, indeed, a benevolent motive for his en- 
deavouring to assume an air of tranquillity in his own 
family ; and I wish I could discover any thing, in the 
rest of his character, to justify my assigning that mo« 
tive to bis behaviour, fiut is there no medium ? Was 
it necessary to appear abroad, to ballot at the India- 
Honse, and make a public display, though it were 
only of an apparent insensibility ? I know we are 
treading on tender ground ; and Junius, I am con- 
vinced, does not wish to urge this question farther. 
liCt tiie friends of the Duke uf Bedford observe that 
humble silence which becomes their situation. They 

' should recollect, that there are still some facts in 
store at which human nature would shudder. I shall 
be understood by those whom it concerns, when I say, 
that these facts go farther than to the Duke*. 



• Within a fortnight after Lord Tavistock's death, the ve- 
nerable Oertmde had a root at Bedford'house. The good 
Dake (who had only sixty thousand pounds a year) ordered 
an inventory to be tak«n of his son's wearing apparel, down 
to his slippers, sold them all, and put the money in his 
•poeket. The amiable Marchioness, shqpked at sach brutal, 
anfeeling avaricet gave the value of the clothes to the Mar- 
quis's servant* out of her own purse. That incomparable 
woman did not long survive her husband. When she died, 
^he'Piieliess of Bedford treated her as the^Duke had treated 
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It is not inconsistent to suppose^ that a man may b« 
quite indifferent about one part of a charge, yet se- 
verely stung with another; and though he feels no 
remorse, that he may wish to be revenged. The 
charge of insensibility carries a reproach, indeed, but 
DO danger, with it. Junius had said. There are others 
who would assassinate, Modestus, knowing his mao^ 
will not suffer the insinuation to be divided, but fixec 
it all upon the Duke of Bedford. 

Without determining upon what evidence Juniu* 
would choose to be condemned, I will venture to main* 
tain, in opposition to Modestus, or to Mr. Rigby (who- 
is certainly not Modestus) or any of the Bloomsbusy 
gang, that the evidence against the Duke of Bedford 
is as strong as any presumptive evidence can be. It 
depends upon a combination of facts and reasoning^ 
which require no confirmation from the anecdote of 
the Duke of Marlborough. This anecdote was referred 
to, merely .to shew how ready a great man may be to 
receive a great bribe : and if Modestus could read the 
original, he would see, that the expression, only not 
accepted, was, probably, the only one in our language 



his only son ; she ordered every gown and trinket to be sold, 
and pocketed the money. These are the monsters whom 
Sir William Draper comes forward to defend. May God 
protect me from doing any thing that may require such d9^ 
fence, or to deserve such friendship. 
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that exactly fitted the case. The bribe offered to the 
Duke of Marlborough was not refused. 

I cannot conclude without taking- notice of this 
honest gentleman's lieanting, and wishing he had 
given us a little more of it. When he accidentally 
found himself so near spettking truth, it was rather 
unfair of him to leave out the- non potuisse r^eUi, 
As it stands, the pudet haec opprobria may be divided 
equally between Mr, Rigby and the Duke of Bed*, 
ford. Mr. Kigby, I take for granted, will assert his 
natural right to the modesty of the quotation, and 
leave all the opprobrium to his Grace. 

PHILO JUNIUS; 



LETTER XXX. 

TO THX 

PRINTER OF THE PUBUC ADVERTISER. 

SIR, ♦ October 17, I769. 

IT is not wonderful that the great cause in 
which this country is engaged, should have roused 
and engrossed the whole attention of the people. I 
rather admire the generous spirit with which they, feel 
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aAd assert their intecest in this important question, 
than blame them for their indifference about any 
other. When the constitution is openly invaded, 
when tbe first original right of the people, from 
which all laws derive their authority, is directly 
attacked, inferior grievances naturally lose their 
force, and are suffered to pass by without punish- 
ment or observation. The present Ministry are as 
singularly marked by their fortune, as by their crimes. 
Instead of atoning for their former conduct, by any 
wise or popular measure, they have foand, in the 
enormity of one fact, a cover and defence for a series 
of measures, which must have been fatal to any other 
administration. I fear we are too remiss in observing 
the whole of their proceedings. Struck with the prin- 
cipal figure, we do not sufficiently mark in what man- 
ner the canvas is filled up. Yet surely it is not a lesf 
crime, nor less fatal in its consequences, to encourage 
a flagrant breach of the law, by a military force, than 
to make use of the forms of Parliament to destroy the 
constitution.—- The Ministry seem determined to give 
US a choice of difficulties, and, if possible, to perplex 
us with tbe multitude of their offences. The expe- 
dient is worthy of the Duke of Grafton. But though 
he has preserved a gradation and variety in his mea- 
sures, we should rememhertbat the principle is uni- 
form. Dictated by tbe same spirit, they deserve the 
same attention. The following fact,, though, of the 
most alarming nature, has not yet been, clearly stated 
t9 the public ; qoi have tbe consequences of it been 
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sufficiently iinderstood.^-Had I taken it up at «iv 
•arlier period, I should have been accused of an nw* 
candid^ malignant precipitation, as if I watched for 
an unfair advantage against the Ministry, and would 
not allow them a reasonable time to do their duty* 
They now stand without excuse. Instead of employ*- 
ing the leisure they haye had, in a strict examination 
of the offence, and punishing the offenders, they seeoi 
to have considered that indulgence as a secarity ta 
Ihem ; that, with a little time and management, the 
whole affair might be buried in silence and utterly 
Ibrgotten, 

A major general * of the army is arrested by th# 

sheriff's officers for a considerable debt He per« 
lit *^ 

suades them to conduct him to the Tilt-yard, in St» 
James's Park, under some pretence of business, which 
it imported him to settle before he was confined. He 
applies to a Serjeant, not immediately on duty, to 
assist, with some of his companions, in favouring his 
escape. He attempts it. A bustle ensues. The bai» 
liffs claim their prisoner. 

An officer of the guards f , not then on duty, taket 
part in the affair, applies to the | lieutenant com- 
manding the Tilt-yard guard, and urges him to turn 
' out his guard to relieve a general officer. The lieute- 
nant declines interfering in person, but stands at a 

• Major-General GanseU t lieat. Dodd. % Lieat. Garth. 
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distance, and suffers the business to be done* Tbe 
officer takes upon himself to order out the guard, la 
a moment they are in arms, quit their guard, march, 
rescue the general, drive away the sheriff's officers, 
who, in Tain, represent their right to the prisoner, and 
the nature of the arrest. The soldiers first conduct 
the general into tlie guard-room, then escort him to 
a place of safety, with bayonets fixed, and in all the 
forms of military triumph. I will not enlarge upon 
the various circumstances^ which attended this atro- 
cious proceeding. The personal injury received by 
the officers of the law, in the execution of their duty. 
may, perhaps, be atoned for by some 'private com- 
pensation. I consider nothing but the wound which 
has been given to the law itself, to which no remedy 
has been applied, no satisfaction made. Ne^*her is 
it my design to dwell upon the misconduct of the 
parties concerned, any farther than is necessary to 
shew the behaviour of the Ministry in its true light. 
I would make every compassionate allowance for the 
infatuation of the prisoner, the false and criminal dis* 
crction of one officer, and the madness of anothert I 
would leave the ignorant soldiers entirely out of the 
question. — They are certainly the least guilty ^ though 
they are the only persons who have yet suffered, even 
in the appearance of punishment *. The fact itself, 
however atrocious, is not the principal point to be 
considered. It might have happened under a more 

* A few of theot were confined. 
i2 
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regular goveniinent, and with guards better disciplined 
than ours. -The main question is. In what manner 
have the Ministry acted on this extraordinary occa- 
tijon } A general officer calls upon the king's own 
guard, then actually on duty, to rescue him from the 
laws of his country : yet, at this moment, he is in a 
sitaation no worse than if he had not committed an 
offence equally enormous iu a civil and military view. 
A lieutenant upon duty, designedly quits his guard, 
and suffers it to be drawn out by another officer, for a 
purpose, which he well k&ew (as we may collect from 
an appearance of caution, which only makes his be- 
haviour the more criminal) to be in the highest degree 
illegal. Has this gentleman been called to a court* 
martial to answer for his conduct ? No. Has it been 
censured ? No. Has it been in any shape-'enqutred 
into ? No. Another lieutenant, not upon duty, nor 
even in his regimentals, is daring enough to osder out 
the king's guard, over which be had properly no eon»- 
mand, and engages them in a violation of the laws of 
his country, perhaps the most singular and extrava- 
gant that ever was attempted. What punishment has 
he suffered ? Literally none. Supposing he should be 
prosecuted at common law for the rescue ; will tha;t 
circumstance, from which the Ministry can derive no 
B^erit, excuse or justify their suffering so flagrant a 
breach joi military discipline to pass by unpunished 
and unnoticed ? Are they aware of the outrage offered 
to their Sovereign, when his own proper guard is or- 
dered 09t to atop, by main force, the execution of his 



JUNIUS. 179 

laws ? What are we to conclade from so scandalous 
a neglect of their duty, but that they have other views, 
which can only be answered by securing the attach- 
ment of the guards ? The Minister would hardly be 
so cautious of offending them, if he did not mean, in 
due time, to call for their assistance. 

With respect to the parties themselves, let it be 
observed, that these gentemen are neither young offi- 
cers, nor very young men. Had they belonged to 
the unfledged race of ensigns, who infest our streets, 
and dishonour our public places, it might, perhaps, 
be sufficient to send them back to that discipline from 
which their parents, judging lightly from the maturity 
of their*, vices, had removed them too soon. In this 
case,..! am sorry to see, not so much the folly of 
y;ottths^ as the spirit of the corps, and the connivance 
of government. I do not question that there are many 
brave and worthy officers in the regiments of guards. 
But considering them as corps, I. fear, it will be 
found, that they are neither gog^l ^Idlers nor good 
subjects. Far be it from me t^^nsinuate the most., 
distant reflection upon the army^ On the contrary, 
I. honour and esteem the professipn; and, if these 
gentlemen we^e better soldiers, ,1 am sure they would 
be better subjects. It is not thiit there is any internal 
vice or defect in the professiop ^tself, as regulated in 
this country, but that it is the spirit of this particular 
corps to despise their profession : and that, while they 
vaiuly assume the lead of the array, they OMke it 
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matter of impertinent comparison, and triumph over 
the hravest troops in the world (I mean our marching 
regiments) that they^ indeed, stand upon higher 
ground, and are privileged to neglect the laborious 
forms of military discipline and duty. Without dwell- 
ing longer upon a most invidious subject, I shall 
leave it to military men, who have seen a service 
more active than the parade, to determine whethes 
or no I speak truth. 

How far this dangerous spirit has been encouraged! 
by government, and to what pernicious purposes it 
may be applied hereafter, well deserves our most 
serious consideration. I know, indeed, that, when 
this affair happened, an affectation of alarm ran 
through the Ministry. Something must be done to> 
save appearances. The case was too flagrant to be 
passed by absolutely without notice. But how have 
they acted? Instead of ordering the officers con> 
cerued (and who, strictly speaking are alone guilty), 
to be put under arrest, and brought to trial, they 
would have it understood, that they did their duty 
completely, in confining a s^eant and four private 
soldiers, until they should be demanded by the civil 
power: so that while tlie officers, who ordered or 
permitted the thing to be done, escaped without cen- 
sure, the poor men, who obeyed these orders, who,, 
in a military view, are no way responsible for what 
they did, and who, for that reason, have been dis- 
charged by the civil magistrates, are the only object* 
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ivbom the Ministry baTe thought proper to expose to 
panishment. They did not venture to bring even 
these men to a court-martial, because they knew their 
evidence would be fatal to some persons, whom they 
were determined to protect j otherwise, Idoubtnot, 
the lives of these unhappy, friendless soldiers, would 
long since have been sacrificed, without scruple, to 
the security of their guilty officers. 

I have been accused of endeavouring to inflame the 
passions of the people. Let me now appeal to their 
understanding. If there be any tool of administra- 
tion, daring enough to deny these facts, or shameless 
enough to defend the conduct of the Ministry, let 
him come forward. I care not under what title he 
appears. He shall find me ready to maintain the 
truth of my narrative, and the justice of my observa- 
tions upon it, at the hazard of my utmost credit with 
the public. 

Under the most arbitrary governments, the commoB 
administration of justice is suffered to take its course. 
The subject, though robbed of his share in the legis- 
lature, is still protected by the laws. The political 
freedom of the £nglish constitution, was once the 
pride and honour of an Englishman. The civil 
equality Of the laws preserved the property, and 
defended the safety of the subject. Are these glo- 
rious privileges the birthright of the people, or are 
we only. tenants at the will of the Ministry? But 
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that I know there is a spirit of resistance in the hearts 
of my countrymen ; that they valne life» not by its 
conveniences hut by the independence and dignity of 
their condition; I should, at this moment, appeal 
only to their discretion. I should persuade them to 
banish from their minds all memory of what we were ; 
I should tell them this is uot a time to remember that 
we were Englishmen ; and give it, as my last advice, 
to make some early agreement with the Minister, that, 
since it has pleased him to rob us of those political 
rights, which once distinguished the inhabitants of 
a country , where honour was happiness, he would 
leave us at least the humble, obedient security of 
citizens, and graciously condescend to protect us in 
our submission. 

JUNIUS. 



LETTER XXXI. 



PRINTER OF THE PUBLIC ADVERTISER. 

SIR, NoveinbeB 14« 1769. 

THE variety of remarks which have been 
made upon the last letter of Junius, and my own 
opinion of the writer, who, whatever may be his faults. 
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Is ceitainly not a weak man, have induced me to ex- 
amine, with some attention, the subject of that lettei. 
I £0uld not persuade myself, that, while he had plenty 
of important materials, he would have taken up a 
light or trifling occasion to attack the Ministry ; much 
less could I conceive, that it was his intention to ruin 
the officers concerned in the rescue of General Gansel, 
.or to injure the General himself. These are little ob- 
jects, and can no way contribute to the great purposes 
he seems to have in ' view, by addressing himself to 
the public. Without considering the ornamented 
style he has adopted, 1 determined to look farther 
into the matter, before I decided upon the merits nf 
his letter. The first step I took was to enquire into 
the truth of the facts ; for» if these were either false 
or misrepresented, the most artful exertion of his 
understanding, in reasoning upon them, would only 
be a disgrace to him. Now, Sir, J have found every 
circumstance stated by Junius to be literally true. — 
General Gansel persuaded the bailiffs to conduct him 
to the parade^ and certainly solicited a corporal", and 
other soldiers,, to assist him in making his escape. 
Captain Dodd did certainly apply to Captain Garth 
for the assistance of hia guard. Captain Garth de- 
clined appearing himself, but stood aloof> while the 
other took upon him to order out the King's guard, 
and by main force rescued the General, It is also 
strictly true, that the General waa escovted by a file 
of musqueteers to a place of security* These are 
factSy Mr. Woodfall, which I promise you no gentle<> 
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man in the guards will deny. If all, or any, of them 
are false, why are they not contradicted by the parties 
themselves ? However secure against military cen- 
sure, they have yet a character to lose ; and purely, 
if they are innocent, it is not beneath them to pay 
some attention to the opinion of the public 

The force of Junius's observations upon these facts^ 
cannot be better marked, than by stating and re- 
futing the objections which have been made to them. 
One writer says, " Admitting the officers have of- 
<< fended, they ate punishable at common law ; 
" and will you have a British subject punished twice 
" for the same offence ?" I answer, that they have 
committed two offences, both very enormous, and 
violated two laws. — The rescue is one offence, the 
flagrant breach of discipline another; and hitherto 
it does not appear that they have been punished, or 
even censured for either. Another gentleman lays 
much stress upon the calamity of the case ; and, in- 
stead of disproving facts, appeals at once to the 
compassion of the public. This idea, as well as the 
insinuation, that depriving the parties of their commis' 
sions VDOuId be an injury to their creditors, can only refer 
to General Gansel. The other officers are in no dis- 
tress; therefore, have no claim to compassion: nor 
does it appear that their creditors, if they have any, 
are more likely to be satisfied by their continuing 
in the guards. But this sort of plea will not hold 
in any shape. Compassion to an offender, who ha» 



JUNIUS. 195 

gtwuilj Tiolated the laws, is, in effect, a craelty to 
tbe peaceable subject .who has observed them: and,, 
even admitting the force of any alleviating circum- 
stances, it is nevertheless true, that, in this instance, 
the royal compassion has interposed too soon. The 
legal and proper mercy of a King of England may 
remit the punishment, but ought not to stop tho 
trial. 

Besides these particular objections, there has been 
a cry raised against Junius, for his malice and injus- 
tice in attacking the Ministry upon an event which 
they could neither hinder nor foresee. This, I must 
affirm, is a false representation of his argument. He 
lays no stress upon the event itself, as a ground of 
accusation against the Ministry, but dwells entirely 
upon their subsequent conduct. He does not say 
that they are answerable for the offence, but for the 
scandalous neglect of their duty, in suffering an 
offence so flagrant to pass by without notice or en- 
quiry. — Supposing them ever so regardless of what 
they owe to the public, and as indifferent about the 
opinion, as they are about the interests of their 
country, what answer, as officers of tbe crown, will 
they give to Junius, when he asks them. Are they 
aware of the outrage offered to their Sovereign, when hit 
own proper guard is ordered out to stop, by main force y the 
execution qf his laws f And when we see a Ministry 
giving such a strange, unaccountable protection to 
the officers of the guards, is it unfair to suspect that 



they have some secret and unwarrantable motives fo^ 
their conduct ? If they feel themselves injured by 
such a suspicion, why do they not immediately clear 
themselves from it by doing their duty ? For the ho- 
nour of the guards, 1 cannot help expressing another 
suspicion, that if the commanding officer had not 
received a secret injunction to the contrary, he would, 
in the ordinary course of his business, have applied 
for a court martial to try the t vo subalterns : the one 
for quitting his guard ; the other for taking upon bioi 
the command of the guard, and employing it in ihm 
manner he did. I do not mean to enter into, or de- 
fend, the severity with which Junius treats the guards* 
On the contrary, I will suppose, for a moment, that 
they deserve a very different character. If this be 
true, in what light will they consider the conduct of 
the two subalterns, but as a general reproach and 
disgrace to the whole corps ? And will thej' not wub 
to see them censured, in a military way, if it were 
•uly fur the credit and discipline of the regiment } 

Upon the whole. Sir, the Ministry seem to me to 
have taken a very improper advantage of the good* 
nature of the public, whose^ humanity, they found, 
considered nothing in this affair but the distress of 
General Gan«el. They would persuade us, that it 
was. only a common rescue by a few disorderly soldiers, 
and not the formal., deliberate act of the King's, guard, 
headed by an officer; and the public has fallen into 
the deception. I think, therefore,, we are obliged tm. 
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Janias for the care he has taken to enquire into the 
facts, and for the just commentary with which he has 
given them to the world. For my own part, I am as 
unwilling as any man to load the unfortunate ; bat 
really. Sir, the precedent, with respect to the guards, 
is of a most important nature, and alarming enough 
(considering the consequences with which it may be 
attended) to deserve a parliamentary enquiry. When 
the guards are daring enough, not only to violate their 
own -discipline, but publicly, and with the most atro- 
cious violence, to stop the execution of the laws, and 
when such extraordinary offences pass with impunity, 
believe me. Sir, the precedent strikes deep. 

PHILO JUNIUS, 



LETTER XXXir. 

TO THl 

PRINTER OF THE PUBLIC ADVERTISER. 

S1R» November 15, 1769. 

I ADMIT the claim of a gentleman, who 

publishes in the Gazetteer under the name of Mo- 

desttts. He has some right to expect an answer from 

me I though, I think, not so mach from the merit or 
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importance of his objections, as from my own Tolan- 
tary engagement. I had a reason for not taking no* 
tice of him sooner, which, as he is a candid person, I 
believe, he will think sufficient. In my first letter, I 
took for granted, from the time which had elasped« 
that there was no intention to censure, or even to try, 
the persons concerned in the rescue of General 6an<* 
sel: but Modestus having since either ai&rmed, or 
strongly insinuated, that the offenders might still hid 
brought to a legal trial, any attempt to prejudge the 
cause, or to prejudice the minds of a jury, or a court* 
martial, would be highly improper. 

A man more hostile to the Ministry than lam, 
would not so often remind them of their duty. If th« 
Duke of Grafton will not perform the duty of his sta- 
tion, why is he Minister ? I will not descend to a 
scurrilous altercation with any man; but this is a 
subject too important to be passed over with silent 
indifference. If the gentlemen, whose conduct is in 
question, are not brought to a trial, the Duke of 
Grafton shall hear from me again. 

The motives on which I am supposed to have taken 
up this cause are of little importance, compared with 
the facts themselves, and the observations I have 
made upon them. Without a vain profession of in- 
tegrity, which in these times might justly be sus- 
pected, I shall shew myself, in effect, a friend to the 
interests of my countrymen i and leave it to them to. 
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^etenaine, whether I am moved by a personal male- 
volence to three private gentlemen, or merely by a 
hope of perplexing the Ministry ; or, whether 1 am 
animated by a just and honourable purpose of obtain* 
ing a satisfaction to the laws of this country, equal, if 
possible, to the violation they have suffered. 

JUNIUS* 



LETTER XXXin. 



m HIS GRACE THE DUKE OF GRAFTOVt. 

MY LORD, Kovember S9, 17^. 

THOUGH my opinion of your Grace's in* 
Hegrity was but little affected by the coyness with 
-which you received Mr. Vaughan's proposals, I con- 
fess I give you some credit for your discretion. You 
had a fair opportunity of displaying a certain deli- 
cacy, of which you had not been suspected, and yoQ 
'were in the right to ibake use of it. By laying in a 
moderate, stock of reputation, you undoubtedly meant 
to provide for the future necessities of your character, 
that, with an honourable resistance upon record, you 
might safely indulge your genius, and yield to a fa- 
vourite inclination with security. But you have dis* 
<;overed your purposes too soon } and^ instead of th« 
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modest reseire of virtue, have shewn us the termagant 
chastity of a prude, who gratifies her passions withdts- 
tinctioD, and prosecutes one lover for a rape, whUe rile 
solicits the lewd embraces of another. 

Your cheek turns pale j for a guilty conscience tells 
you, you are undone. Come forward, thou virtuous 
Minister, and tell the world by what interest Mr. Hine 
has been recommended to so extraordinary a mark of 
his Majesty's favour j what was the price of the patent 
he has bought, and to what honourable purpose the 
purchase-money has been applied. -Nothing less thsrti 
many thousands could pay Colonel Bnrgoyne's ex« 
pences at Preston. Do yon dare to prosecute such a 
creature as Vaughan, while you are basely setting up 
the Royal Patronage to auction ? Do you dare to 
complain of an attack upon your own honour, while 
you are selling the favours of the Crown, to raise a 
fund for corrupting the morals of the people > And 
do you think it is possible such enormities should 
escape without impeachment ? It is, indeed, highly 
your interest to maintain the present House of Com- 
mons. Having sold the nation to you in gross, they 
will undoubtedly protect you in the detail; for, while 
they patronize your crimes, they feel for their own, . 

JUNIUS. 
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LETTER XXXrV. 



7t> HIS GRACE THE DUKE OF GRAFTOH. 

MT LORD, December \t, 1769^ 

1 FtND, with some surprise, that you are 
not supported aK you desert e. Your most determined 
advocates have sClrttples about thetn, which you are 
unacquainted with ; and thoxigh there be nothing too 
hazardous for your Grace to engage in, fhere are 
some things too infamous for the vilest prostitute of a 
newspaper to defend*. In what other manner shall 
we account for the profound submissive silence, which 
you and your friends have observed upon a charge, 
which called immediately for the clearest refutation, 
and would have justified the severest measures of re- 
sentment? I did not attempt to blast your character 
by an indirect, ambiguous insinuation ; but candidly 
Stated to you a plain fact, which struck directly at the 
'integrHy of a privy counsellor, of a first commissioner 



'* Vtma. thfrfioMleation of the preeeding to this date, not 
one word .was said.in defence of the Duke of Grafu>n. Bat 
▼ice and impadence soon recovered themselves, and ihesale 
of the royal favour wan openly avowed and defended. We 
acknowledge the piety of St.' James's, but what is become of 
its mon^y^f 
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t>f the treasury, and of a leading minister, who is Sup* 
posed to enjoy the first share in his Majesty's con* 
fidence*. In every one of these capacities, I em- 
ployed the most moderate terms to charge you with 
treachery to your Sovereign, and breach of trust in 
your office. I accused you of having sold a patent 
place in the collection of the customs at Exeter to 
-one Mr. Hine, who, unable, or unwilling, to deposit 
the whole purchase-money himself, raised part of it by 
contribution, and has now a certain Doctor Brooke 
quartered upon the salary for one hundred pounds 
a year. No sale by the candle was ever conducted 
yrith greater formality. I affirm, that the price at 
which the place was knocked down (and which, I have 
good reason to think, was not less than three thousand 
five hundred 'pounds) was, with your connivance and 
consent, paid to Colonel Burgoyne, to reward him, I 
presume, for the decency of his deportment at Pres« 
ton ; or to reimburse him, perhaps, for the fine of one 
thousand pounds, which, for that very deportment, 
the court of King's Bench thought proper to set upon 
him. It is not often that the Chief Justice and the 
Prime Minister are so strangdy at variance in their 
opinions of meh and things. 

I thank God, there is not in human nature a degree 
of impudence daring eno«igh to deny the charge I 



• And by the same means preserves it to this hoan 
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have fixed upon you. Your courteous secretary*, 
your confidential architect f, are silent as the grave. 
Even Mr. Rigby's countenance fails him. He violates 
bis second nature, and blushes whenever he speaks of 
you. Perhaps the noble colonel himself will relieve 
you. No man is more tender of his reputation. He 
is not only nice, but perfectly sore, in every thing that 
touches his honour. If any man, for example, were 
to accuse him of taking his stand at a gaming-table, 
,and watching, with the soberest attention, for a fair 
opportunity of engaging a drunken young nobleman 
at piquet^ he would, undoubtedly, consider it as an 
infamous aspersion upon his character, and resent it 
like a man of honour. Acquitting him, therefore, of 
drawing a regular and splendid subsistence from any 
unworthy practices, either in his own house, or else- 
where, let me ask your Grace, for what military merits 
> you have been pleased to reward him with military 
government ? He had a regiment of dragoons, which, 
one would imagine, was at least an equivalent for any 
services he ever performed. Besides, he is but a 
young officer, considering his preferment ; and, ex- 
cept in his activity at Preston, not very conspicuous 
in his profession. But it seems the sale of a civil em- 



• Tommy Bradshaw. 

t Mr. Taylor. He and George Boss (the Scotch agent and 
'worthy confidant of Lord Mansfield) managed the bus!, 
ness. 

VOL. I. .K 
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ploymeut was not sufficient; and military govern- 
ments, which were intended for the support of wom^ut 
veterans, must be thrown into the scale, to defray the 
extensive bribery of a contested election. Are these 
the steps you take to secure to your Sovereign the 
attachment of his army } With what countenance dare 
you appear in the royal presence, branded, as you are, 
with the infamy of a notorious breach of trust ? With 
what countenance can you take your seat at the 
treasury-board, or in the council, when you feel that 
every circulating whisper is at your expence alone, 
and stabs you to the heart ? Have you a single friend 
in Parliament so shameless, so thoroughly abandoned, 
as to undertake your defence ? You know, my Lord, 
that there is not a man in either house, whose charac- 
ter, however flagitious, would not be ruined by mixing 
his reputation with yours : and does not your heart 
inform you that yon are degraded below the condition 
of a man, when you are obliged to bear these iniultc 
with submission^ and even to thank me for my mode- 
ration f 

We are told, by the highest judicial authority, that 
Mr. Vaugban's * otter to purchase the reversion of a 



• A little before the pablication of this, and the prceeding 
letter, the poke of Grafton had commenced a prooecntion 
against Mr. Samuel Vaughan, for endeavoariiig to corrupt 
his integrity, by an offer of five thoasand pounds for a 
patent place in Jamaica. A role to shew cause wliy an in- 
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pAten^ place ip Jamaica (whidi he was otherwise suf- 
ficiently entitled to) amounts to a high misdemeanonr. 



fbnuation should not be exhibited against Vaoghan for cer- 
tain misdemeanonrs, being granted by the Court of King's 
Bench, the matter was solemnly argued on the 87th of Ko- 
vember, 1769, and, by the unanimous opinion of the four 
judges, the rule was made absolute. The pleadings and 
speeches were accurately taken in short hand, and pub. 
Hahed*. The whole of Lord Mansfield's speech, and parti- 
cularly the following extracts from it, deserves the reader's 
attention. " A practice of the kind, complained of here* 
" is certainly dishonourable and scandalous. If a man. 
'* standing under the relation of an officer under the King. 
*' or of a person in whom the King puts confidence, or of a 
" Minister, takes money for the use of that confidence the 
*f King, puts in him, he basely betrays the King ; he basely 
<>• betrays, his trust. If the King sold the office, it would, be 
*' acting contrary to the trust the constitution hath reposed 
*' in him. The constitution docs not intei^d the Crown should 
'< sell those ofBces to raisea revenue out of them. Is it pos> 
** aible to hesitate, whether thia would not be criminal in 
'i the Duke of Grafton f Contrary to his duty as a Privy 
*' Connsellor, contrary to hia duty as a Minister, contrary 
'* to his duty as a 8ufc(|ectf His advice should be free, ac- 
'* cording tf» his j ndgment. It is the duty of hia office ; hfi 
f hath sworn to it."— Notwithstanding all this, the Duke of 
Oralton certainly sold a patent place to Mr. Hine, for three 
thonsaads five hundred pounds. If the House of Conunoi\s 
iMid done their duty, and impeached the Dake for tb^ 
breaeh of trust, how woefully m^t poor honest Mai\i||^14, 
liave been psisaledl His e^^o^rraannent woa^ haye •§- 
lorded ^e iaf»% ridicsilons acen^ that was ever exhibited. 
To save the Judge tntjo^ this perplexity, and the Duke from 
impeach^nent, the prosecntioii ugalnst Vaughaa was imme« 
diately dropped. 
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Be it so : and if he deserves it, let him be punished. 
But the learned Judge might have hjid a fairer oppor- 
tunity of displaying the powers of his eloquence. 
Having delivered himself, with so much energy, upon 
the criminal nature, 4nd dangerous consequences of 
any attempt to corrupt a man in your Grace's station, 
what would he have said to the Minister himself, to 
that very Privy Counsellor, to that first Commissioner 
of the Treasury, who does not wait for, but impatiently 
solicits, the touch of corruption ; who employs the 
meanest of his creatures in these honourable services; 
and, forgetting the genius and fidelity of his secretary, 
descends to apply to his house-builder for assistance ? 

This affair, my Lord, will do infinite credit to go- 
vernment, if, to clear your character, you should 
think proper to bring it into the House of Lords, or 
into the court of King»s Bench. But, my Lord, you 
dare not do either. 

JUNIUS. 
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LETTER XXXV. 

TO THE 

PRINTER OF THE PUBLIC ADVERTISER. 

SIR, ' December 19, 1769. 

WHEN the complaints of a brave and power- 
fal people are observed to increase in proportion to the 
wrongs they have suffered, when, instead of sinking 
into submission, they are roused to resistance, the 
time will soon .arrive at which every inferior considera- 
tion must yield to the security of the Sovereign, and to 
the general safety of the state. There is a moment of 
difficulty and danger, at which flattery and falsehood 
can no longer deceive, and simplicity itself can no 
longer be misled. Let us suppose it arrived : let us 
suppose a gracious, well-intentioned prince, made 
sensible, at las^t, of the great duty he owes to his 
people, and of his own disgraceful situation ; that he 
looks round him for assistance, and asks for no ad- 
vice, but how to gratify the wishes and secure the hap- 
piness of his subjects. In these circumstances, it may- 
be matter of curious speculation to consider, if an 
honest man were permitted to approach a king, in 
what terms he would address himself to his sovereign. 
Let it be imagined^ no matter how improbable, that 
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the firtt prejudice against his character is removed ^ 
that the ceremonious difficulties of an audience are 
surmounted ; that he feels himself animated by the 
purest lind most honourable affections to his King and 
country ; and that the great person whom he addresses, 
has spirit enough to bid him speak freely, and under- 
standing enough to listen to him wHh attention. Un^ 
acquainted with the vain impertinence of forms, he 
would deliver iiis sentiments with dignity and firmness^ 
but not without respect. 

SIR, 

It is the misfortune of your life, and origi- 
nally the cause of every reproach and distrust which 
has attended your government, that you should never 
have been acquainted with the language of truth, until 
you heard it in the complaints Of your people. It is 
not, however, too late to correct the error of your 
education. We are still inclined to make an indulgent 
allowance for the pernicious lessons yon received in 
your youth, and to form the most sanguine hopes from, 
the natural benevolence of your disposition *, We are 

• The plan of th« tutelage and future dominion over the 
heir apparent, laid many years ago, at Carlton-Hoose, be- 
tween the Princess Dowager, and her favourite the Earl of 
Bute» was as gross and palpable as that which was concerted 
between Ann of Austria and Cardinal Mazarine, to govern 
Louis the Fourteenth, and, in effect, to pruiong his minority 
until the end of their lives. That prince had strong nataruf 
parts, and used fireqnenlly to blnsii for bis own ignoranee 
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far from thinking you capable of a direct; deliberate 
purpose to invade those original rights of your sub- 
jects, on which all their civil and political liberties 
depend.— 'Had it been possible for us to entertain a 
suspicion so dishonourable to your character, we 
should long since have adopted a style of remonstrance 
very distant from the humility of complaint. The 
doctrine inculcated by our laws. That the King can do 
no wrong, is admitted without reluctance. We s^arate 
the amiable, good-natured prince, from the folly and 
treachery of his senrants, and the private virtues of 
tiie man from the vices «f his government. Were it not 
for this just distinction, I know not whether your Ma- 
jesty^s condition, or that of the English nation, would 
deserve most to be lamented. I would prepare your 



and want of edacation, which had been wilfully neglected 
by his mother and her minion. A little experience, how- 
ever, soom sl»ewed him how shamefhlly he had been treated, 
and for what infiuneus purposes he had been kept in igno» 
ranee. Our great Edward, too, at an early period, had sense 
enougli to understand the nature of the connexion betn-een 
his abandoned mother and the detested Mortimer. Bat, 
since that time, human nature, we may observe, is greatly 
altered for the better. Dowagers may he chaste, and mi- 
nions may be honest. When it was proposed to settle the 
present King's household, as Prince of Wales, it is well 
known, that the Earl of Bute was forced into it, in direct 
contradiction to the late King's inclination. That was the 
salient point from which ail the mischiefs and disgraces of 
the present reign took life and motion. From that moment* 
Lord Bute never suffered the Prince of Wales to be an in. 
fttant out of his sight. We need not look farther. 
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mind for a favourable reception of truth, by removing 
every painful, offensive idea of personal repToach. 
Your subjects, Sir, wish for nothing, but that, as they 
are reasonable and affectionate enough to separate 
your person from your government, so you, in your 
turn, should distinguish between the conduct which 
becomes the permanent dignity of a King, and that 
which serves only to promote the temporary interest 
and miserable ambition of a Minister. 

You ascended the throne with a declared, and, I 
doubt not, a sincere resolution of giving universal 
satisfaction to your subjects. You found them pleased 
with the novelty of a young prince, whose countenance 
promised even more than his words 5 and loyal to you, 
not only from principle, but passion. It was not a 
cold profession of allegiance to the first magistrate, 
but a partial animated attachment to a favourite 
prince, the native of their country. They did not 
wait to examine your conduct nor to be determined ^ 
by experience, but gave you a generous credit for the 
future blessings of your reign, and paid you in ad- 
vance the dearest tribute of their affections. Such, 
Sir, was once the disposition of a people, who now 
surround your throne with reproaches and complaints. 
—Do justice to yourself. Banish from your mind 
those unworthy opinions, with which some interested 
persons have laboured to possess you. — Distrust the 
men who tell you that the English are naturally light 
and inconstant ; that they complain without a cause. 
Withdraw your confidence equally from all parties j 
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from ministers, favourites, and relations; and let 
there be one moment in your life, in which you have 
consulted your own understanding. 

When you affectedly renounced the name of Eng- 
lishman, believe me. Sir, you were persuaded to pay 
a very ill-judged compliment to one part of your sub- 
jects, at the expence of another. While the natives^ of 
Scotland are not in actual rebellion, they are un- 
doubtedly entitled to protection : nor do I mean to 
condemn the policy of giving some encouragement to 
the novelty of their affections for the House of Hano- 
ver. I am ready to hope for every thing from their 
new-born zeal, and from the future steadiness of their 
allegiance ; but, hitherto, they have no claim to your 
favour. To honour them with a determined predilec- 
tion and confidence, in exclusion of your English 
subjects, who placed your family, and, in spite of 
treachery and rebellion, have supported it upon the 
throne, is a mistake too gross even for the unsuspect- 
ing generosity of youth. In this error, we see a capi- 
tal violation of the most obvious rules of policy and 
prudence. We trace it, however, to an original bias 
in your education^ and are ready to allow for your 
inexperience. 

To the same early influence we attribute it, that 
you have descended to take a share, not only in the 
narrow views and interests of particular persons but 
in the fatal malignity of their passions. At your ac- 
cession to the throne, the whole system of goremment 
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was altered, not from wisdom or deliberatioiiy bat 
because it had been adopted by your predecessor. A 
little personal motive of piqne and resentmemt waa 
sufficient to remove the ablest servants of the Crown * ; 
but it is not in this country, Sir, that such men can 
be dishonoured by the frowns of a King. They were 
dismissed, but could not be disgraced. Without enter- 
ing into a minuter discussion of the merits of the peace, 
we may observe, iu the imprudent hurry wiUi which the 
first overtures from France were accepted, in the con- 
duct of the negociation, and terms of the treaty, the 
strongest marks of that precipitate spirit of concession, 
with which a certain part of your subjects have been at 
all times ready to purchase a peace with the natural 
enemies of this country. On your part we are satis- 
fied, that every thing was honourable and sincere; 
and, if England was sold to France, we doubt not 
that your Majesty was equally betrayed. The con- 
ditions of the peace were matter of grief and surprise 
to your subjects, but not the immediate cause of their 
present discontent.. 

Hitherto, Sir, you had been sacrificed to the pre. 
judices and passions of others. With what firmness 
will you bear the mention of your own ? 



• One of the first acts of ihe present reien was to dismiss 
Mr. Legge, because he had, some years before, reftised to 
yield hi« interest in Hampshire to a Scotchman, recom. 
mended by Lord Bate. This was the reason publicly al- 
gigned by bis Lordship. 
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A man, not very honuvrably distingiiitbed in the 
woiid, commences a formal attack upon yonr farour* 
ite, considering nothing but how he might best expose 
his person and principles to detestation, and the na^* 
tional character of his countrymen to contempt. The 
natives of that country, Sir, are as much distinguished 
by a peculiar character as by your Mi^esty's favour. 
Like another chosen people, they have been conducted 
into the land of plenty, where they find themselves 
effectually marked, and divided from mankind. There 
H hardly a period at whicih the most irregular cha« 
meter may not be redeemed. The mistakes of one 
sex find a retreat in patriotism, those of the other in 
devotion. Mr. Wiikes brought with him into politics 
the same liberal sentiments by which his private con- 
duct had been directed ; and seemed to think, that^ 
as there are few excesses in which an English gentle* 
man may not be permitted to indulge, the same lati** 
tude was allowed him fn the choice of hu political 
principles, and in the spirit of maintaining them. I 
mean to state, not entirely to defend, his conduct, 
in the earnestness of his zeal, he suffered some un- 
warrantable insinuations to escape him. He said 
* more than moderate men wovld Justify; but not 
enough to entitle him to the honour of your Miuesty*)- 
personal resentment. The rays of royal indignation, 
collected upon him, served only to illuminate, and 
eonld not consume. Animated by the favour of the 
people on the one side, and heated by persecution on 
the other, hi* views and sentiments changed with lu| 
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situation. Hardly serious at first, he is now an en- 
thusiast. The coldest bodies warm with opposition, 
the hardest sparkle in collision. — ^There is a holy 
ipistaken zeal in politics, as well as religion. By per- 
suading others, we convince ourselves. The passions 
are engaged, and create a maternal affection in the 
mind, which forces us to love the cause for which. we 
suffer. Is this a contention worthy of a king ? Are 
you not sensible how much the meanness of the cause 
gives an air of ridicule to the serious difficulties into 
which you have been betrayed ? The destruction of 
one man has been now, for many years, the sole object 
oi your government ; and, if there can be any thing 
still more disgraceful, we have seen, for such an ob- 
ject, the utmost influence of the executive power, and 
every ministerial artifice, exerted without success. 
Nor can you ever succeed, unless he should be impru- 
dent enough to forfeit the protection of those laws to 
which you owe your crown ; or unless your minister 
should persuade you to make it a question of force 
alone, and try the whole strength of govemmeiit in 
opposition to the people. The lessons he has received 
frona experience, will probably guard him from such 
excess of folly j and, in your Majesty's virtues, we 
find an unquestionable assurance, that no illegal vio* 
lence will be attempted. 

Far from suspecting you of so horrible a design, we 
would attribute this continued violatipn of the laws, 
and even the last enormous attack upon the vital prin- 
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cipks of the constitution, to an ill-advised, unworthy, 
personal resentment. From one false step, you have 
heen betrayed into another ; and, as the cause was 
unworthy of you, your ministers were determined that * 
the prudence of the execution should correspond with 
the wisdom and dignity of the design. They hare re- 
duced you to the necessity of choosing out of a variety 
of difficulties ; to a situation so unhappy, that you 
can neither do wrong without ruin, or right without 
affliction. These worthy servants have undoubtedly 
given you many singular proofs of their abilities. 
Not contented with making Mr. Wilkes a man of im- 
portance, they have judiciously transferred the ques- 
tion from the rights and interests of one man, to the 
most important rights and interests of the people; 
and forced your, subjects,, from wishing well to the 
cause of an individual, to unite with him in their own. 
Let them proceed as they have begun, and your Ma- 
jesty need not doubt that the catastrophe will do no 
dishonour to the conduct of the piece. 

The circumstances to which you are reduced, will 
not admit of a compromise with the English nation. 
Undecisive, qualifying measures, will disgrace your 
government still more than open violence 3 and, with- 
out satisfying the people, will excite their contempts 
They have too much understanding and spirit to ac- 
cept of an indirect satisfaction for a direct injury. 
Nothing less than a repeal, as' formal as the resolu- 
tion itself, can heal the wound which has been given 
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to the constitution, nor will any thing lean be ac 
cepted. I can readily believe, that there is an 
inflnence sufficient to recal that pemicioas vote* The 
House of Commons undoubtedly consider their duty 
to the Crown, as paramount to all other obligations. 
To us they are only indebted for an accidental exist- 
eace, and have justly transferred their (pratitude from 
their parents to their benefactors; from those who 
gave them birth, to the minister, from whose bene- 
volence they derive the comforts and pleasures of their 
political life; who has taken the tenderest care of 
their infiincy, and relieves their necessities, without 
offending their delicacy. But, if it were possible for 
their integrity to be degraded to a condition so vile 
and al^ct, that compared with it, the present esti- 
mation they stand in is a state of honour and respect, 
consider. Sir, in what manner you will afterward* 
proceed. Can you conceive that the people of thit 
country will long submit to be governed by so flexible 
a House of Commons) It is not in the nature of 
human society, that any form of government, in such 
circumstances, can long be preserved. In ours, the 
general contempt of the people is as fatal as their 
detestation. Such, I am persuaded, would be the 
necessary effect of any base concession made by the 
present House of Commons; and, as a qualifying 
meaaure would not be accepted, it remains for you to 
decide, whether you will, at any hazard, support a set- 
of men who have reduced you to this unhappy di«- 
lemma, or whether yon will gratify the united withea 
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of the whole people of England, hy diMolving the 
parliament. 

Taking it for granted, as I do yery sincerely, that 
yon have personally no design against the constitu* 
tion, nor any view, inconsistent with the good of your 
sntjects, 1 think you cannot hesitate long upon the 
choice which it equally concerns your interests and 
your honour to adopt. On one side, yon hazard 
the affection of all your English subjects ; you relin- 
quish every hope of repose to yourself, and yon en« 
danger the establishment of your family for ever. All 
this you venture for no object wl^itsoever^ or, for 
such an object as it would be an aifront to you to 
name. Men of sense will examine your conduct with 
suspicion;, while those, who are incapable of compre- 
hending to what degree they are injured, afflict you 
with damours equally insolent and unmeaning. Sup- 
posing it possible that no fatal struggle should ensue, 
you determine, at once, to be unhappy, without the 
hope of a compensation, either from interest or am- 
bition. If an English kinj^ be hated or despised, he 
must be unhappy : and this, perhaps, is the only po- 
litical truth which he ought to be convinced of, without 
experiment. But, if the English people should no 
longer confine their resentment to a submissive repre- 
sentation of their wrongs ; if, following the glorious 
example of their ancestors, they should no longer ap- 
peal to the creature of the constitution, but to that 
high Being, who gave them the rights of hiimaiiity* 
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whose gifts it were sacrilege to surrender, let me ask 
you, Sir, upon what part of your subjects would you 
rely for assistance i 

The people of Ireland have been uniformly plun- 
dered and oppressed. In return, they give you every 
day firesh marks of their resentment. They despise 
the miserable governor * you have sent them, because 
he is the creature of Lord Bute : nor is it from any 
natural confusion in their ideas, that they are so 
ready to confound the original of a king, with the dis- 
graceful representation of him. 

The distance of the colonies would make it impos- 
sible for them to take an active concern in your 
affairs, if they were as well affected to your govern- 
ment, as they bnce pretended to be to your person. 
They were ready enough to distinguish between yea 
and your ministers. They complained of an act of. 
the legislature^ but traced the origin of it no higher 
than to the servants of the crown : they pleased them- 
selves with the hope that their Sovereign, if not 
favourable to their cause, at least was impartiid. 
The decisive personal part you took against them has 
effectually banished that first distinction fxom their 



* Viscount Townshend, sent over on the plan of heing 
resident Governor. The history of his ridicoloas admini- 
fttratiou shall not be lost to the pablie* 
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minds *, They consider you as united with your ser- 
vants against America; and know how to distinguish 
the Sovereign and a venal parliament on one side, 
from the real sentiments of the English people on the 
other. Looking forward to independence, they might 
possibly receive you for their king j but, if ever you 
retire to America, they will give you such a covenant 
to digest, as the presbytery of Scotland would have 
been ashamed to offer to Charles the Second. They 
left their native land in search of freedom, and found 
it in a desart. Divided as they are into a thousand 
forms of policy and religion, there is one point in 
which they all agree : they equally detest the pagean- 
try of a king, and the supercilious hypocrisy of a 
bishop. 

It is not, then, from the alienated affections of 
Ireland or America, that you can reasonably look for 
assistance ; still less from the people of England, 
who are actually contending for their rights, and in 



• In the Kinit's speech of November 8th, 176B, it was de 
dared, ** That the spirit of faction had broken out afresh 
'* in some of the colonies, and, in one of them, proceeded 
*' to acts of violence and resistance to tlie execaiion of the 
" laws; that Boston was in a state of disobedience to all 
" laws and government, and had proceeded to measures 
" subversive of the constitution, and attended with cir- 
" cum«itances that manifested a disposition to throw off 
" their dependaace on Great Britaiat** 
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this great question idre parties against you. Yon are 
not, however, destitute of every appearance 4>f sup« 
port ; you have all the Jacobites, Non-jurors, Roman 
Catholics, and Tories of this country, and all Soot* 
land, without exception. Considering from what fa- 
mily you are descended, the ohoice of your friends 
has been singularly directed | and truly. Sir, if you 
had not lost the Whig interest of England, I should 
admire your dexterity in turning the hearts of your 
enemies. Is it possiblo for yon to place any confi- 
dence in men, who, before they are faithful to you, 
must renounce every opinion, and betray every prin- 
ciple, both in church and state, which they inherit 
from their ancestors, and are confirmed in by their 
education ? whose numbers are so inconsiderable, that 
they have long since been obliged to give up the prin- 
ciples and language which distinguish them as a party, 
and to fight under the banners of their enemies? 
Their zeal begins with hypocrisy, and must conclude 
in treachery. At first they deceive— at last they 
betray. 

As to the Scotch, I must suppose your heart and 
understanding so biassed, from your earliest infancy^ 
in their favour, that nothing less than your own mis. 
fortunes can undeceive you. You will not accept of 
the uniform experience of your ancestors ; and, when 
once a man is determined to believe, the very absur- 
dity of the doctrine confirms him in his faith. A 
bigoted understanding can draw a proof of attach- 
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went to the House of Hanover, from a notoriout seal 
for the House of Stuart, and find an earnest of future 
loytAty in former rebellions. Appearanoes are, how- 
ever, in their favour ; so strongly, indeed, that one 
would think they had forgotten that you are their law. 
ful King, and had mistaken you for a Pretender to 
the Crown. Let it be admitted, then, that the Scotch 
are as sincere in their present professions, as if you 
were, in reality, not an Englishman, but a Briton of 
the North. Yon would not be the first prince, of their 
native country, against whom they have rebelled, nor 
the first whom they have basely betrayed. Have you 
forgotten. Sir, or has your favourite concealed from 
you, that part of our history, when the unhappy 
Charles (and he, too, had private virtues) fled from 
the open, avowed indignation of his English sub* 
jects, and surrendered himself at discretion to the 
good foith of his own countrymen ? Without looking 
for support in their affections as subjects, he applied 
only to their honour, as gentlemen, for protection. 
- They received him, as they would your Mi^esty, with 
bows, and smiles, and falsehood, and kept him, until 
they had settled their bargain with the English parlia- 
ment j then basely sold their native King to the ven- 
geance of his enemies. This, Sir, was not the act of 
a few traitors, but the deliberate treachery of a Scotoh 
parliament, representing the nation. A wise prince 
might draw from it two lessons of equal utility to 
himself. On one side, he might learn to dread the 
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undisguised resentment of a generous people, who 
dare openly assert their rights, and who, in a just 
cause, are ready to meet their Sovereign in the field. 
On the other side, he would be taught to apprehend 
something far more formidable ; a fawning treachery, 
against which no prudence can guard, no courage can 
defend* The insidious smile upon the cheek would 
warn him of the canker in the heart. 

From the uses to which one part of the army has 
been too frequently applied, you have some reason to 
expect that there are no services they would refuse. 
Here, too, we trace the partiality of your under- 
standing. You take the sense of the army from the 
conduct of the guards, with the same justice with 
which you collect the sense of the people from the re- 
presentation of the Ministry. Your marching regi- 
ments. Sir, will not make the guards their example, 
either as soldiers or subjects. They feel, and resent, 
as they ought to do, that invariable, undistinguishing 
favour with which the guards are treated^; while 



• The number of commissioned ofScers in the guards are 
to the marching regiments as one to eleven : the number of 
regiments given to the guards, compared with those given 
to the line, is about three to one, at a moderate computa- 
tion ; consequently, the partiality in favour of the guards 
is as thirty-three to one. So much for the officers. The 
private men have four-pence a-day to subsist on* and five 
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those gallant troops, by whom every hazardous, every 
laborious service, is performed, are left to perish in 
garrisons abroad, or pine in quarters at home, ne- 
glected and forgotten. If they had no sense of the 
great original duty they owe their country, their re- 
sentment would operate like patriotism, and leave 
your cause to be defended by those on whom you have 
lavished the rewards and honours of their profession. 
The Praetorian bands, enervated and debauched as 
they were, had still strength enough to awe the Roman 
populace; but when the distant legions took the 
alarm, they marched to Rome, and gave away the 
empire. 

On this side, then, which ever way you turn your 
eyes, you see nothing but perplexity and distress* 
You may determine to support the very Ministry who 
have reduced your affairs to this deplorable situation ; 
you may shelter yourself under the forms of a par- 
liament, and set the people at defiance; but, be 
assured. Sir, that such a resolution would be as im- 
prudent as it would be odious. If it did not immedi- 
ately shake your establishlnent, it would rob you of 
your peace of mind for ever. 



handred lashes if they desert. Under this panishment they 
freqnently expire. With these encouragements, it is sup- 
posed, they may he depended upon, whenever a certain 
person thinks it necessary to butcher his fellow-sabjects. 
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On the other, how different is the prospect ! How 
easy, how safe, and honoarahle, is the path before 
you! The English nation declare they are grossly 
injured by their representatives, and solicit your 
Miyesty to exert yonr lawful prerogative, and give 
them an opportunity of recalling a trust, which they 
find has been scandalously abused. You are not to 
be told, that the power of the House of Commons is 
not original, but delegated to them for the welfare of 
the people, from whom they received it, A question 
of right arises between the constituent and the repre<» 
sentative body. By what authority shall it be de- 
cided } Will yonr Miyesty interfere in a question, 
in which you have, properly, no immediate oon- 
cem } It would be a step equally odious and unne- 
cessary. Shall the Lords be called upon to determine 
the rights and privileges of the Commons? They 
cannot do it, without a flagrant breach of the consti- 
tution. Or, will you refer it to the judges? They 
have often told your ancestors, that the law of parlia:^. 
ment is above them. What party then remain^ but 
to leave it to the people to determine for themssthpcs ?• 
They alone are iiyured ; and since there h no>snpe- 
rior power to which the cause can be referred, they, 
alone ought to determine. 

I do not mean to perplex ^oA^ith^ tedious argu- 
ment upon a subject, already «q discussed, that inspi>. 
ration could hardly throw: % iiew \i$}A upon jt, There. 
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are, howerer, two points of view in which it partica- 
Urly imports your Majesty to consider the late pro- 
ceedings of the Honse of Commons. By depriring 
a subject of his birth-right, they have attributed to 
their own vote an authority equal to an act of the 
whole legislature; and though, perhaps, not with the 
same motives, have strictly followed the example of 
the Long Parliament, which first declared the regal 
office useless, and soon after, with as little ceremony, 
dissolved the House of Lords.— The same pretended 
power which robs an English subject of his birth-right, 
may rob an English King of his Crown. In another 
Tiew, the resolution of the Honse of Commons, appa- 
rently not sd dangerous to your Idajesty, is still more 
alarming to yonr people. Not oonUfnted with divest* 
ing one man of his right, they have arbitrarily con- 
veyed that right to another. They have set aside a 
return as illegal, without darmg to censure those offi* 
cers who were particularly apprized of Mr. Wilkes's 
incapacity, not only by the declaration of the House* 
bnt eiqpressly by the writ directed to them* and who* 
nevertheless^ returned him as duly elected. They 
^ave rejected the majority of votes, the only criterion 
by which our laws judge of the sense of the people ; 
they have transferred the right of election from the 
collective to the representative body ; and by these 
acts, taken, separately or together, they have essen-t 
tially altered the original constitution of the House of 
Commons. Versed, as your Miyesty undoubtedly is, 
in the English history, it cannot escape you, bow 
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much it is your interest, as well as your duty, to pre- 
vent one of the three estates from encroaching upon 
the province of the other two, or assuming the autho- 
rity of them all. When once they have departed 
from the great constitutional line hy which all their 
proceedings should be directed, who will answer for 
their future moderation? Or what assurance will 
they give you, that, when they have trampled upon 
their equals, they will submit to a superior ? Your 
Majesty may learn hereafter, how nearly the slave 
and tyrant are allied. 

Some of your council, more, candid than the rest, 
admit the abandoned profligacy of the present House 
of Commons, but oppose their dissolution, upon an 
opinion, I confess, not very unwarrantable, that their 
successors would be equally at the disposal of the 
treasury. I cannot persuade myself that the nation 
will have profited so little by experience. But, if 
that opinion were well founded, you might then gra- 
tify our wishes at an easy rate, and appease the 
present clamour against your government, without 
offering any material injury to the favourite cause of 
corruption. 

You have still an honourable part to act. The 
affections of your subjects may still be recovered. 
But, before you subdue their hearts, you must gain a 
nobis victory over your own. Discard those little, 
personal resentments^ which have too long directed 
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your public conduct. Pardon thi« man the remain- 
der of his puolshaieat ; and, if resentment still pre- 
vails, make it, what it shonld have been iongr since, 
an act, not of mercy, but of contempt. He will 
soon fall back into his natural station ; a silent 
senator, and hardly supporting tiie weekly eloquence 
of a newspaper. The gentle breath of peace would 
leave him on the surface, neglected and unremoved. 
It is only ihe tempest that lifts him from his place. 

Withoilt consulting your Minister, call together 
your whole council. Let it appear to the public, that 
you can determine and act. for yoiuBelf. Come for-* 
ward to your people. Lay aside the wretched fbr- 
malities of a King, and speak to your subjects with 
the spirit of a man, and in the language of a gen- 
tleman* Tell them you have been fatally deceived. 
The acknowledgment will be no disgrace, but rather 
an honour, to your understanding. Tell them ycu 
are determined to remove every cause of complaint 
against your government; that you will give yotur 
confidence to no man, who does not possess tiie con- 
fidence of your subjects ; and leave it to themselves 
to determine, by their conduct at a future election^ 
whether or no it be, in reality, the general sense of 
the nation, that their rights have been arbitrarily 
invaded by the present House of Commons, and the 
cuttstittttion betrayed. They will then do justice to 
thiOT repretentotives and to themselves. 

vox.. I. L 
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These sentiments, Sir, and the style they are con^ 
reyed in, may he offensif^e, perhaps, because they 
4ire new to you. Accustomed td the language of 
cDurticrs, you measure their affections by the ve* 
hemence of their expressions ; and when they only 
praise you indifferently, you admire their sincerity. 
But this is not a time to trifle with your fortune. 
They deceive yon, Sir, who tell you that you have 
many friends, whose affections are founded upon a 
principle of personal attachment. The first founda- 
tion of friendship is not the power of conferring be- 
nefits, but the equality with which they are received, 
and may be returned. The fortune which made you 
a King, forbade yon to have a friend. It is a law of 
nature, which cannot be violated with impunity. The 
mistaken Prince, who looks for friendship, will find 
a favourite, and in that favourite the ruin of bis 
affairs. 

The people of England are loyal to. the House of 
Hanover; not from a vain preference of one family 
to another, but from a conviction, that the establish- 
ment of that family was necessary to the support of 
their civil and religious liberties. This, Sir, is a 
principle of allegiance equally solid and rational; 
fit for Englishmen to adopt, and well worthy of your 
Majesty's encouragement. We cannot long be de- 
luded by nominal distinctions. The name of Stuart, 
of itself, is only contemptible; armed with the sove- 
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reign aothority, their principles are formidable. 
The prince who imitates their conduct, should be 
warned by their example; and, while he plumes 
himself upon the security of his title to the crown, 
should remember, that, as it was acquired by one 
revolution, it may be lost by another. 

JUNIUS. 



LETTER XXXVI. 



TO HIS GRACE IWB DUKE OF GRAFTON. 

MY LORD, Febrnary 14, 1770. 

IP t were personally your enemy, I might 
pity and forgive yoxu You have every claim to com- 
passion that can arise from misery and distress. The 
condition you are reduced to, would disarm a private 
enemy of his resentment, and leave no consolation 
to the most vindictive spirit, but that such an object 
as you are would disgrace the dignity of revenge. 
But, in t^e relation you have borne to this country, 
you have no title to indulgence; and if I had fol- 
lowed the dictates of my own opinion, I never should 
have allowed you the respite of a moment. In yonr 
public oharaeter, yon have injured every subject 6f 
the empire; and though an indiTidual is not an-' 
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thorized to fori^ve the ii\juries done to society, be is 
called upon to assert his separate share in. the puhtic 
resentn^entf I. sujbmitted, however, to the judgment 
of oieo, inpra moderate, perhaps more candid, than 
myself. For my own. part, 1 do not pretend to uii« 
derstand those prudent forms of decorum, those gen- 
tie rules of discretion, which some men endeavour 
to unite with the conduct of the greatest and most 
hazardous affairs. Engaged in the defence of an 
honourable cause, 'I would take a decisive part. I 
should scorn to provide for a future retreat, or to 
keep terms with a man who preserves no measures 
with the public Neither the abject submission of 
deserting his post in the hour of danger, nor even 
the i*- sacred shield of cowardice, should protect him. 
I would pursue him through life, and try the last 
exertion of my abilities to preserve the perishable 
infamy of his name, and make it immortal. 

What then, my Lord ? Is this the event of all the 
sacrifices you have made to Lord Bute's patronage, 
and to your own unfortunate ambition ? Was it for 
this you abandoned your earliest friendships, the. 
warmest connekions of your youth, and all those ho- 
nourable engagements, by which you once solicited^ 
and.might have acquired, the esteem of your coun- 
try? Have you secured no recompence for such a 

• ^^..^^Stwratrpmmn timorem Every cowaiid pretends 
to be plsneUtrM^k 
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waste of honoar^ Unhappy maul what party will 
teceire the common deserter of all parties ? Without 
a client to flatter, without a friend to console you« 
and. with only one companion from the honest House 
of Bloomshury, you must now retire into a dreadful 
solitude. At the most active period of life, you must 
quit the husy scene,, and conceal yourself from the 
world, if you would hope to save the wretched re- 
mains of a ruined repntation« The vices operate like 
age, bring on disease before its time, and in the 
prime of youth leave the character broken and ex- 
hausted. 

Yet your conduct has been mysterious, as well M 
contemptible. Where is now that firmness, or ob- 
stinacy, so long boasted of by your friends, and 
acknowledged by your enemies ? We were taught to 
expect that you would not leave the ruin of this coun- 
try to be completed by other hands, but were de- 
termiried either to gain a decisive' victory over the 
constitution, or to perish bravely, at least behind the 
last dyke of the prerogative. You knew the danger, 
and might have been provided for it. You took suf- 
ficient time to prepare for a meeting with your par- 
liament, to confirm the mercenary fidelity of your 
dependents, and to suggest to your Sovereign a lan- 
guage suited to his diguity at least, if not to his 
benevolence and wisdom. Yet, while the whole king- 
dom was agitated with anxious expectation upon one 
great pointy you meanly evaded the question, and, 
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instead of the explicit firmness and decision of m. 
King, gave us nothing but the misery of a ruined,'^ 
grazier, aud the whining piety of a Methodist. We 
had reason to expect, that notice would have been 
taken of the petitions which the King had received 
from the English nation^ and although I can con- 
ceive some personal motives for not yielding to them, 
1 can find none, in common prudence or decency, 
for treating them with contempt. Be assured, my 
liOrd, the English people will not tamely submit to 
this unworthy treatment. They had a right to be 
heard ;' aud theur petitions, if not granted, deserved 
to be considered. Whatever be the real views and 
doctrine of a court, the Sovereign should be taught 
to preserve some forms of attention to his subjects ; 
and, if he will not redress their grievances, not to 
make them a topic of jest and mockery among lords 
and ladies of the bed-chamber. Injuries may be 
atoned for and forgiven $ but insults admit of no 
compensation. They degrade the mind in its own 
esteem, and force it to recover its level by revenge. 
This neglect of the petitions was, however, a part of 
your original plan of government ; nor will any con* 
sequences it has produced, account for your deserting 
your Sovereign, in the midst of that distress, in which 
you aud yourf new friends have involved him. One 

• There was something wonderfolly pathetic ia the niea. 
tion of the homed eatile. 
t The Bedford party. 
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would think, my Lord, you might have taken this 
spirited resolution before you bad dissolved the last 
of those early connexions, which once, even in your 
own opinion, did honour to your youth ; before you 
had obliged Lord Granby to quit a service he was 
attached to; before you had discarded one chan- 
cellor, and killed another. To what an abject con- 
dition have you laboured to reduce the best of Princes, 
when the unhap{)y man, who yields at Tast to such 
personal instance and solicitation, as never can be 
fairly employed against a subject, feels himself de* 
graded by his compliance, and is unable to survive 
the disgraceful honours which his gracious Sovereign 
had compelled him to accept ! He was a man of 
spirit, for he had a quick sense of shame, and' death 
has redeemed his character. I know your Grace too 
well to appeal to your feelings upon this event ; but 
there is another heart, not yet, I hope, quite callous 
to the touch of humanity, to which it ought to be a 
dreadful lesson for ever')^. 

Now, my Lord, let us consider the situation to 
•rhich you have conducted, and in which you have 
tbouc^t it advisable to abandon, your Royal Master* 
Whenever the people have complained, and nothing 
better could be said in defence of the measures of 



* The most secret partlcolar of this detestable transaction 
«hall in due time be given to the public. The people shall 
know whai kind of man they have to deal with. 
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govennnent, it bes been the fasbidn to answer ru, 
though not very fairly, wHh an appeal to the private 
virtues of yonr Sovereign : "Has he not, to relieve 
*' the people, surrendered a considerable part of bis 
** revenue f Has he not made the judges indepen- 
" deut, by fixing them in their places for life ?" My 
Lord, we acknowledge the gracious principle which 
gave birth to these concessions, and have notlnng to 
regret, but that it has never been adhered to. At the 
end of seven years, we are loaded with a debt of 
above five hundred thousand pounds upon the civil 
list ; and now we see the Chancellor of Great Britain 
tyrannically forced out of his olice, not for want of 
abilities, not for want of integrity, or of attention to 
his duty, but for delivering his honest opinion in par* 
Hament, npon the greatest constitutional qnesttoti 
that has arisen since the revolution. We care not to 
whose private virtues you appeal. The theory of 
such a government is falsehood and mockery ; the 
practice is oppression. You have laboured then 
(though, I confess, to no purpose) to rob your 
Master of the only plausible answer that ever was 
given in defence of his govemment*-of the opinion 
which the people bad conceived of his personal ho- 
nour and integrity. The I>uke of Bedford was more 
moderate than yonr Grace : he only forced his Master 
to violate a solemn promise made to an * individual ; 
but you, my Lord, have successfully extended yonr 

• Mr. Stuart M'Keu7je. 
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advice to every political, every moral engagement, 
that could bind either the magistrate or the man. 
the condition of a King is often miserable ; but it 
required your Grace's abilities to make it contemp- 
tible. You will say, perhaps, that the faithful ser- 
vants, in whose hands you have left him, are able to 
retrieve his honour, and to support his government. 
You have publicly declared, even since your resig- 
nation, that you approved of their measures, and 
admired their conduct, particularly that of the Earl 
of Sandwich. What a pity it is, that, with all this 
appearance, you should think it necessary to sepa- 
rate yourself from such amiable companions! You 
forget, my Lord, that while you are lavish in the 
praise of men whom you desert, you are publicly 
opposing your conduct to your opinions, and depriv- 
ing yourself of the only plausible pretence you had 
for leaving your Sovereign overwhelmed with distress, 
I call it plausible ; for, in truth, there is no reason 
whatsoever, less than the frowns of your Master, that 
could justify a man of spirit for abandoning his post 
at a moment so critical and important. It is in vain 
to evade the question : if you will not speak out, the 
public have a right to judge from appearances. We 
are authorised to conclude, that you either differed 
from, your colleagues, whose measures you still affect 
to defend, or that you thought the administration of 
the King's affairs no longer tenable. You are at 
liberty to choose between the hypocrite and the cow- 
ard. Your best fwends are in doubt which way they 
I. 2 
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shall incline. Your country unites the characters^ 
and gives you credit for them both. For my own 
part, I see nothing inconsistent in your conduct 
Yon began with betraying the People; you conclude 
with betraying the King. 

In your treatment of particular persons, you have 
preserved the uniformity of your character. Even 
Mr. Bradshaw declares, that no man was ever so ill 
used as himself. As to the provision * you have made 
for his family, he was entitled to it by the house he 
lives in. The successor of one Chancellor might well 
pretend to be the rival of another. It is the breach of 
private friendship which touches Mr. Bradshaw ; and, 
to say the truth, when a man of his rank and abilitiea 



* A pension, of IflOOl. per annumt insured upon the four 
one*balf per cenU, (he was too cunning to trust to Irish se- 
curity) for the lives of himself and his sons. This gentle- 
man, who, a very few years ago, was contractor for forage, 
and afterwards exalted to a petty post in the war oflBce, 
thought it necessary (as soon as he was appointed SecreUry 
to the Treasury) to take that great house in Lincoln's Inn- 
Fields, in which the Eari of Northington had resided, while 
he was Lord High Chancellor of Great Britain. As to the 
pension, Ix>rd Korth very solemnly assured the House of 
Commons, that no pension was ever so well deserved aa 
Mr. Bradshaw's. 17. B. Lord Camden and Sir Jeffery Am- 
herst are not near so well provided for : and Sir Edward 
liawktt, who saved the state, retires with two thousand 
pounds a year on the Irish establishment, from which hat* 
in fuel, receives less than Mr. Brndshaw's pension. 
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had taken so active a part in your affairs, he ought 
not to hare been let down at last with a miserable 
pension of fifteen hundred pounds a year. CJolonel 
Luttrell, Mr. Onslow, and Governor Burg^yne, were 
equally engaged with you, and have rather more rea- 
son to complain than Mr. Bradshaw. These are men, 
my Lord, whose friendship you should have adhered 
to on the same principle on which you deserted Lord 
Rockingham, Lord Chatham, Lord Camden, and the 
Duke of Portland. We can easily account for your 
violating your engagements with men of honour ; but 
why should you betray your natural connexions ? Why 
separate yourself frOin Lord Sandwich, Lord Gower, 
and Mr. Rigby ; or leave the three worthy gentlemen 
above-mentioned to, shift for themselves? With all 
the fashionable indulgence of the times^ this country 
does not abound in characters like theirs ; and you 
may find it a very difficult matter to recruit the black 
catalogue of your friends. 

The recollection of the royal patent you sold to 
Mr« Hine, obliges me to say a word in defence of a 
man, whom you have taken the most dishonourable 
means to injure. I do not refer to the sham prosecn- 
tion which you affected to carry on against him. On 
thaf ground, I doubt not, be ia prepared to meet yon 
with tenfold recrimination, and set you at defiance. 
The injury you had done him affects his moral charac- 
ter. You knew that the offer to purchase the reversion 
of a place, which has heretofore been sold under a de« 
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cree of ihe Court of Chanceiy, however imprvelent in 
his situation, would no way tend to cover him with 
that sort of guilt which you wished to fix upon him in 
the eyes of the world. You laboured then, by every 
species of false suggestion, and even by publishing 
counterfeit letters, to have it imderstood, that he had 
proposed terms of accommodation to you, and had 
offered to abandon bis principles, his party, and his 
friends. You consulted your own breast for a cha- 
racter of consummate treachery, and gave it to the 
public for that of Mr. Vaughan.. I think myself ob- 
liged to do this justice to an injvred man» because 
I was deceived by the ^pearances thrown out by your 
Grace, and have frequently spoken of his conduct 
with indignation. If be. really be, what I think him, 
bonest, though mistaken, he will be happy in recover- 
ing bis reputation, though at the estpence of his un- 
derstanding. Here I see the matter is likely to rest. 
Your Grace is afraid to carry on the prosecution. 
Mr. Hine keeps quiet possession of his purchase ; and 
Governor Burgoyne, relieved from the apprehension 
of refunding the money, sits down, for the remainder 
of his life, infamous and contented. 

I believe, my Lord, X may now take my leave of 
you for ever. You are no longer that resolute Mi- 
nister, who had spirit to support the most violent 
measures ; who compensated for the want of good and 
great qualities, by a brave determination (which some 
people admired and relied on) to maintain himself 
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severance might have supplied the place of all the 
absent virtues. You have noir added the last negative 
to your character, and meanly confessed that you are 
destitute of the common spirit of a man. Retire, then, 
my Lord, and hide your blushes from the world ; for, 
with such a load of shame, even black may change its 
colour. A mind, such as yours, in the solitary hours 
of domestic enjoyment, may still find topics of con- 
solation. — ^You may find it in the memory of violated 
friendship ; in the afflictions of an accomplished Prince, 
whom you have disgraced and deserted ; an^ in the 
agitations of a great country, driven, by your coun- 
sels, to the brink of destruction. 

The palm of ministerial firmness is now transferred 
to Lord North. He tells us so himself,, and with the 
plenitude of the mr& rotundo *; and I am ready enough . 
to believe,, that, while he can keep his place, he will 
not easily be persuaded to resign it. Your Grace was 
the firm Minister of yesterday j Lord North is the firm 
Minister of to^ay. To-mcrrow, perhaps, his Majesty, 
in bis wisdom, may give us a rival for you both. You 
are too well acquainted with the temper of your late 
allies, to think it possible that Lord North should be 
permitted to govern this country. If we may believe 

• This eloquent person has got as far as the discipline of 
Demosthenes. He constantly speaks with pebbles in his 
mouth, to improve hit articulation. 
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common lame, they have shewn him their superiority 
already. His Majesty is, indeed, too gracious to in- 
suit his subjects, by choosing his first Minister from 
among the domestics of the Duke of Bedford ; that 
would have been too gross an outrage to. the three 
kingdoms. Their purpose, however, is equally an- 
swered, by pushing forward this unhappy figure, and 
forcing it to bear the odium of measures, which they 
in reality direct. Without immediately appearing to 
govern, they possess the power, and distribute the 
emoluments, of government, as they think proper. 
They still adhere to the spirit of that calculation,, 
which made Mr. Luttrell representative of Middlesex. 
Far from regretting your retreat, they assure us, very 
gravely, that it increases tlie real strength of the Mi- 
nistry. According to this way of reasoning, they will 
probably grow stronger and more flourishing, every 
hour they exist: for I think there is hardly a day 
passes in which some one or other of his Majesty^s 
servants does not leave them to improve by the loss of 
his assistance. But, alas ! their countenances spealc 
a different language. When the members drop off, 
the main body cannot be insensible of its approaching 
dissolution. Even the violence of their proceedings 
is a signal of despair. Like broken tenants, who have 
had warning to quit the premises, they curse their 
landlord, destroy the fixtures, throw every thing into 
confusion, and care not what mischief they do to the 
estate. 

JUNIUS. . 
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LETTER XXXVII. 

TO THE 

PRINTER OF THE PUBLIC ADVERTISER. 

SIR, March 19, 1770. 

I BELIEVE there is no man, however in- 
different about the interests of this country, who will 
not readily confess, that the situation to which we 
are now reduced, whether it has arisen from the yio- 
lence of faction, or from an arbitrary system of go- 
vernment, justifies the most melancholy apprehensions, 
and calls for the exertion of whatever wisdom or vigour 
is left among us. The King's answer to the remon- 
strance of the City of London, and the measures since 
adopted by the Ministry, amount to a plain declara- 
tion, that the principle on which Mr. Luttrell was 
seated in the House of Commons, is to be supported 
in all its consequences, and carried to its utmost ex- 
tent. The same spirit which violated the freedom of 
election, now invades the declaration and bill of rights, 
and threatens to punish the subject for exercising a 
privilege hitherto undisputed, of petitioning the Crown. 
The grievances of the people are aggravated by in- 
sults i their complaints not merely disregarded, but 
checked by authority ^ and every one of tbose acta 
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against which they remonstrated, confirmed by the 
King's decisive approbation. At such a moment, no 
honest man will remain silent or inactive. HowuTer 
distinguished by rank or property, in the rights of 
freedom we are all equal. As we are Englishmen, 
the least considerable man among us has an interest 
equal to the proudest nobleman in the laws and con- 
stitution of his country, and is equally called upbn to 
make a generous contribution in support of them ; 
whether it be the heart to conceive, the understand- 
ing to direct, or the hand to execute. It is a common 
cause in which we are all interested, in which we 
should all be engaged. The man who deserts it at 
this alarming crisis is an enemy to his country, and, 
what I think of infinitely less importance, a traitor to 
his Sovereign. The subject, who is truly loyal to the 
Chief Magistrate, will neither advise or submit to 
arbitrary measures. The City of London hath given 
an example, which, I doubt not, will be followed by 
the whole kingdom. The noble spirit of the metro- 
polis is the life-blood of the state, collected at the 
heart ; from that point it circulates, with health and 
vigour, through every artery of the constitution, llie 
time is come when the body of the English people must 
assert their own cause: conscious of their strength, 
and animated by a sense of their duty, they will not 
surrender their birth-right to Ministers, Parliaments, 
or Kings. The City of London have expressed their 
sentiments with freedom and fimmess; they have 
s])oken truth boldly j and, in whatever light their 
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retaonBtrance may be vepresented by courtiers, I defy 
the most subtle lawyer in this country to point ont a 
single instance in which they have exceeded the truth. 
Even that assertion which we are told is most offensive 
to parliament, in the theory of the English constitu- 
tion, is strictly true. If any part of the representa- 
tive body be not chosen by the people, that part 
vitiates and corrupts the whole. If there be a defect 
in the representation of the people, that power, which 
alone is equal to the making of the laws in this 
country, is not complete, and the acts of parlia- 
ment, under that circumstance, are not the acts of 
a pure and entire legislature. I speak of the theory 
of our constitution 5 and whatever difficulties or in- 
conveniences may attend the practice, I am ready to 
maintain, that, as far as the fact deviates from the 
principle, so far the practice is vicious and corrupt. 
1 have not heard a question raised upon any other 
part of the remonstrance. That the principle on 
which the Middlesex election was determined, is 
more pernicious in its effects than either the levying 
of shipHOQoncy by Charles the First, or the suspend- 
ing power assumed by his son, will hardly be 'dis- 
puted by any man who understands or wishes well to 
the English constitution. It is not an act of open 
violence done by the King, or any direct or palpable 
breach of the laws attempted by his Minister, that 
can ever endanger the liberties of this country. 
Against such a King or Minister the people would 
immediately take the alarm, and all the parties unito 
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to oppose him. The laws may be grossly violated in 
particular instances, without any direct attack upon 
the whole system. Facts of that kind stand alone j 
they are attributed to necessity, not defended by 
principle. We can never be really in danger, until 
the forms of Parliament are made use of to destroy 
the substance of our civil and political liberties ; 
until Parliament itself betrays its trust, by contri- 
buting to establish new principles of government, and 
employing the very weapons committed to it by the 
collective body to stab the constitution. 

As for the terms of the remonstrance, I presume it 
will not be affirmed, by any person less polished than 
a gentleman usher, that this is a season for compli- 
meuts. Our gracious King, indeed, is abundantly 
civil to himself. Instead of an answer to a petition, 
his Majesty very graciously pronounces his own pane- 
gyric ; and I confess that,, as far as, his personal be- 
haviour, or the royal purity of his intentions, is 
concerned, the truth of those declarations, which the 
Minister has drawn up for his Master, cannot be de- 
cently disputed. In every other respect, I affirm, that 
they are absolutely unsupported either in argument 
or fact. I must add, too, that supposing the speech 
were otherwise unexceptionable, it is not a direct an- 
swer to the petition of the City. His Majesty is 
pleased to say, that he is always ready to receive the 
requests of his subjects ; yet the sheriffs were twice 
sent back with au excuse ; and it was certainly de- 



JtfNIUS. 235 

bated in coancil, whether or no the Magistrates of 
the City of London should be admitted to an audience. 
Whether the remonstrance be or be not injurious to 
Parliament, is the very question between the Par- 
ment and the people^ and such a question as can- 
not be decided by the assertion of a third party, 
however respectable.. That the petitioning for a 
dissolution of Parliament is irreconcileable with the 
principles of the constitution, is a new doctrine. 
His Majesty, perhaps, has not been informed, that 
the House of Commons themselves, have, by a formal 
resolution, admitted it to be the right of the subject. 
His Majesty proceeds to assure us, tiiat he has made 
the laws the rule of his conduct. Was it in ordering 
or permitting his Ministers to apprehend Mr. Wilkes 
by a general warrant ? Was it in suffering his Mini- 
sters to revive the obsolete maxim of nullum temput, 
to rob the Duke of Portland of his property, and 
thereby give a decisive turn to a county election } 
Was it in erecting a chamber consultation of surgeons, 
with authority to examine into and supersede ti^e 
legal verdict of a jury } Or did his Majesty consult 
the laws of this country, when he permitted his Secre- 
tary of State to declare, that, whenever the civil 
magistrate is trifled with, a military force must be 
sent for, tvithout the delay qf a moment, and effectually 
employed ? Or was it in the barbarous exactness 
with which this illegal, inhuman doctrine was carried 
into execution ? If his Majesty had recollected these 
facts, I think he would never have said, at least with 
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«ny reference to the mearares of his i^oyemmenty 
that he had made the laws the rule of his conduct. 
To talk of preserving the affections, or relying on 
the support of his subjects, while he continues to 
act upon these principles, is, indeed, paying a com- 
pliment to their loyalty, which, I hope, they have 
too much spirit and understanding to deserve. 

His Majesty, we are told, is not only punctual in the 
performance of his own duty, hut careful not to assume 
any of those powers which the constitution has placed 
in other hands. Admitting this last assertion to be 
strictly true, it is no way to the purpose. The City of 
London have not desired the King to assume a power 
placed in other hands. If they had, I should hope 
to see the person who dared to present such a petition 
immediately impeached. They solicit their Sovereign 
to exert that constitutional authority which the laws 
have vested in him for the benefit of his subjects. 
They call upon Him to make use of his lawful prero* 
gative in a case which our laws evidently supposed 
might happen, since they have provided for it by 
trusting the Sovereign with a discretionary power to 
dissolve the Parliament. This request will, I am con* 
fident, be supported by remonstrances from all parts 
of the kingdom. Ilis Majesty will find, at last, that 
this is the sense of his people ; and that it is not his 
interest to support either Ministry or Parliament at 
the hazard of a breach with the collective body of his 
subjects. That he is King of a free people, is, in- 
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deed, his greatest glory. That he may long continue 
the King of a free people, is the second wish that 
animates my heart. The first is, that the people may 
be free *. 

* When his Majesty had done reading his speech, the 
Lord Mayor, &c. liad tlie honour of kissing his Majesty's 
hand ; after which, as they were withdrawing, his M^yesty 
instantly turned round to his courtiers, and burst out a 
iaughing. 

Nerofiddied, while Rome was burning, 

JOHN HORNE. 
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